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1. Abstract 
The Statistical Yearbook was the central and the most comprehensive annual serial publication of the 

Statistical Office of Slovenia. It has been published regularly since 1964. In 2014 it was not published 

for the first time in 50 years. The renovation of the Statistical Yearbook also included the booklet 

Slovenia in Figures, which had a more promotional purpose, but was essentially a small Statistical 

Yearbook. 
 

Stat´o´book is the new publication of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, which replaces 

two of our former publications Statistical Yearbook of Slovenia and Slovenia in Figures. The title is a 

fusion of two words, statistics and yearbook. Stat’o’book wishes to present in a concise, clear and 

interesting manner some of the data that in our opinion touch the lives of everyone. 
 

One of the essential things for the success of Stat’o’book was the promotion. In addition to other 

methods of promotion (press conferences, news on our website, distribution of printed copies, 

notification by e-mail), we would like to highlight the importance of Twitter. The contents of 

Stat’o’book, especially infographics, were posted on our Twitter profile (Slovenian and English). The 

reactions were very positive. We also gained new followers and especially a large number of 

retweets, comments and favourites. Responses were also indirectly followed through the media 

because the media summarized and published a lot of content from our Stat’o’book. 
 

Additionally the new website also enables access to all  the contents that we have so far  only 

published in the Statistical Yearbook. In addition, these contents are regularly updated whenever 

new data become available, which enables timely access to data. For this purpose we have 

developed three products: 
 

- Current Data: this is a set of the most recently published data on a specific theme, available 

on the first page of the sections and subsections sites. 
 

 
- Basic Tables: by clicking on the heading of the table the pre-prepared table opens, which 

contains the main data from a particular theme. Previously, such tables were only available 

in the Statistical Yearbook. Basic tables enable the users a quick overview of the main data 

and they also include time series. 
 

 
- Detailed Tables: tables on the SI-STAT Data Portal, where the users can make custom tables 

and determine the categories on their own, are particularly useful for advanced users who 

need the information to produce analyses. Data are grouped by themes. 



4 

 

 

 

2. Situation before the renovation 
The Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Slovenia started to be issued in 1953; it became a regular 

annual publication in 1964 and a bilingual (Slovene-English) publication in 1994. In addition to the 

printed publication, SURS published on the web individual chapters in pdf format and tables in xls 

and html formats. As in other countries, the Yearbook was the most complete and extensive annual 

publication. 
 

In addition to the Yearbook, the renewal included the publication Slovenia in Figures, which started 

to be issued in 1994. The publication was available in printed form (pocketbook) and on the web in 

pdf format; it contained all essential data on Slovenia and its purpose was primarily promotional. The 

common feature of both publications was annual overview of the latest available data for Slovenia 

from all statistical themes monitored by national statistics. 
 

In the past the Yearbook was very important because these data, to such extent and in one place, 

could not be obtained anywhere else. At that time there were no electronic databases. The Yearbook 

was primarily intended for public administration (ministries, government offices, municipalities, etc.), 

which needed these data for performing its activities. With data digitisation and setting up of a single 

database the printed Yearbook started to lose its importance since other products of the Statistical 

Office (SI-STAT Data Portal, interactive tools, geostatistics, recalculations) are more appropriate for 

data presentation and further processing. 
 

The purpose of the Statistical Yearbook was to present the broadest set of data referring to the 

previous year or to the latest available situation. Briefly, the presentation of all collected data at the 

highest level, sometimes also at a more detailed level. It was intended for the widest circle of users in 

Slovenia and abroad and contained over 500 tables and methodological explanations for all statistical 

themes; the content was divided into 33 chapters and at the end of each chapter there was a 

graphical presentation of selected data. 

The preparation of the Yearbook took a lot of time and considerable financial resources were spent 

on printing. The number of copies printed was relatively low and with such a low print run it was 

rather difficult to assure that the Yearbook reaches the users actually using it. 

Slovenia in Figures had a similar purpose and target population, except that the set of data was much 

smaller; it was actually a selection of interesting data on Slovenia, a small Yearbook. 
 

 
 

3. Purpose and objective of the renovation 
The purpose of the renovation was to adapt the content and format to the changed and new 

requirements of existing and potential users. This was achieved by taking into account the progress 

of web technology, by incorporating more modern design (visualization) and by renovation of the 

content elements. 
 

The aim was to produce one printed publication (instead of the existing two), which will primarily 

have a promotional purpose and will include the most interesting and important data shown in a 

visually appealing manner. In addition, we wanted to enable our users to have access to all 

eliminated content through our website. The final stage of the renovation includes the promotion of 

new products through the use of social media and monitoring the reactions of our users. 
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4. New products 
 

Stat´o´book 
 

 
Target group: general public 

Format: printed version (21x21 cm), pdf, e-pub 

Print run: 2,100 (Slovenian), 230 (English) 

Publication: annual 

Length: 90 pages 
 

 
 Stat’o ’boo k is the new publication of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, which 

replaces two of our former publications Statistical Yearbook of Slovenia and Slovenia in Figures. The 

title is a fusion of two words, statistics and yearbook. Stat’o’book wishes to present in a concise, 

clear and interesting manner some of the data that in our opinion touch the lives of everyone. 
 

We selected data that are interesting, topical and important. They are presented in a modern way 

with infographics and other graphical presentations and with short commentaries. The content is 

divided into 21 chapters of equal length. The chapters match statistical domains on our new website, 

which was launched in the beginning of 2015. 
 

We tried to explain and present the data in an easy-to-understand way and avoid breaks in time 

series and notes. Because we strived for maximum clarity of the publication, we had to eliminate 

much of the data. The cover is in line with SURS’s visual identity. 
 

 
 

Each chapter has 4 pages. Page 1 is the title infographic, page 2 presents a table with the most 

important data from a specific theme and the temporal overview of a selected phenomenon. 

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/Common/PrikaziDokument.ashx?IdDatoteke=5652


6 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pages 3 and 4 present – in various graphical ways – the most interesting data from a specific theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cost of printing the Yearbook was EUR 6,000 (excluding VAT). The cost of printing Slovenia in 

Figures was EUR 1,580 (excluding VAT). The cost of Stat’o’book was EUR 3,580. 
 

Current data 
Current data are one of the new products on the redesigned SURS’s website. Each statistical theme 

and subtheme has a specific set of the most important data that are updated at each new release. 

Current data are equipped with metadata on the reference period, status of the data, brief 

description and measurement unit. There are also links to the news from the same theme and to the 

SI-STAT Data Portal. 

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/field-overview?id=17&amp;headerbar=13
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Basic and detailed tables 
With basic and detailed tables we offer to our users all contents that used to be available in 

Statistical Yearbooks. In addition, they are regularly updated and enable further data processing. 
 

 
In many ways, basic tables resemble tables from the former Yearbook. They are prepared in advance 

and cover the most important data from a particular theme. They are filled at regular updates on the 

SI-STAT Data Portal and enable drawing of charts, export in different formats and printing. They are 

equipped with methodological explanations. 

 
 

Detailed tables are tables on the SI-STAT Data Portal. Users can make their own tables by selecting 

different table dimensions. They are primarily intended for more advanced users. They, too, enable 

drawing of charts, export in different formats and printing, and are equipped with methodological 

explanations. 

http://www.stat.si/StatWeb/en/field-overview?id=17&amp;headerbar=13
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5. Promotion 
One of the essential things for the success of Stat´o´book was the promotion, where the importance 

of Twitter has to be pointed out. The contents of Stat´o´book, especially infographics, were posted 

on our twitter profile (Slovenian and English). The reactions were very positive. We also gained new 

followers and especially a large number of retweets, comments and favourites. 
 

Stat´o´book Tweets Retweets Favourites Replies 

@statslovenija 24 52 26 10 

@statslovenia 24 67 21 12 
 
 

At the release of the publication we prepared electronic news on our website in which we informed 

our users about the end of the Statistical Yearbook and the release of the new publication. A news 

conference was organised at which we presented some most important data and infographics from 

the Stat´o´book. The media summarized and published a lot of content from our Stat´o´book. 
 

Electronic (pdf) and printed versions of the Stat´o´book were also sent to our partners and loyal 

users. Their responses were very positive. 


