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1.
Background

As part of the standardisation process, the Statistician-General has to put in place a system of certification of all statistics used in the public domain in the country. This is in accordance with Section 14(7)a of the Statistics Act (No. 6 of 1999), which empowers the Statistician-General to “designate as official statistics any statistics or class of statistics” produced by Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) or any other organ of state. Within the National Statistics System (NSS) framework, the term “official statistics” is superseded by the term “national statistics”, of which official statistics constitute one aspect. National statistics thus include all the statistics used in the public domain, and are certifiable along four dimensions – membership of the national statistics system, compliance with the Statistics Act, compliance with the stipulated quality dimensions, and sustainability. This document only addresses issues surrounding stipulated quality dimensions. 

2.
Purpose of the Framework

The main purpose of the South African Statistical Quality Assessment Framework (SASQAF) is to provide a flexible structure for the qualitative assessment of the statistical products. The Framework could be used in a variety of contexts, including the following:

· reviews performed in the context of National Statistics System (NSS) work, 

· self-assessments performed by NSS offices and other data producing agencies; 

· assessments by data users, such as financial market participants; and

· assessments by international agencies such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

It must be noted that the SASQAF covers all the dimensions of quality covered in the Data Quality Assessment Framework (DQAF) of the IMF and contains additional quality dimensions. 

3.
Definition of data quality

Stats SA defines data quality in terms of their “fitness for use”. Whether data and statistical information are fit for use depends on the intended use and on the characteristics of data or information. 

Data quality can further be defined in terms of eight quality dimensions, namely relevance, accuracy, timeliness, accessibility, interpretability, coherence, methodological soundness and integrity. These dimensions of quality have been identified within the concept of "fitness for use". 

4.
Structure of the Framework

The SASQAF comprehensively covers the various quality aspects of data collection, processing, and dissemination. It covers the prerequisites, and eight dimensions of quality as indicated in the table below. Each dimension has to be adequately managed if information is to be fit for use; failure to comply with any one dimension will impair the usefulness of the information. 

National statistics are certifiable on a four-point scale, as indicated below. The gradation for each of the ratings is relative, descending from 4 to 1, with level 4 defined to provide optimal conditions for statistical production, and level 1 the least favourable conditions. For each indicator assessed, the four-level benchmarks should be read before selecting the level that describes most closely the actual circumstances of the data-producing agency involved in each statistical output. Producers of statistics must to report on the level where the majority of conditions specified in the level are met.

Level Four – Official Statistics: Statistics are designated as official statistics if they meet the quality requirements as stipulated by Stats SA, and are relevant beyond the organ or agency that collected them. They are designated as official statistics to the extent that deductions can be made, and they can therefore be utilised. Level 4 applies to highly develop statistical activities with respect to the corresponding indicator.
Level Three – Acceptable Statistics: These are statistics which meet most, but not all, the quality requirements as stipulated by Stats SA. They are designated as acceptable to the extent that, despite their limitations, deductions can be made, and they can therefore be utilised. Level 3 refers to moderately well developed activities with reference to a particular indicator.
Level Two – Poor Statistics: These are statistics which meet few of the quality requirements as stipulated by Stats SA. They are designated as poor to the extent that very limited deductions can be made, and they are therefore difficult to be used. Level 2 refers to activities that are developing but still have many deficiencies.
Level One – Questionable Statistics: These are statistics which meet almost none of the quality requirements as stipulated by Stats SA. They are designated as questionable statistics to the extent that no deductions can be made, and they are therefore unusable. Level 1 refers to activities that are underdeveloped.
Appropriate ratings for agencies or organs in need of external technical support would identify those dimensions and/or domains that would require such assistance; generally, ratings of 3 or 4 would not justify any external support.

The following table provides a breakdown of the dimensions of the SASQAF. It details the key components and their related indicators for each dimension. Additional to this, it provides a benchmark for the four different levels against which statistics will be measured. 

Table 1: Prerequisites of quality
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	0 Prerequisites of Quality 
	Legal and resource environment, quality 

	Key components


	Indicator


	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	· Legal and institutional environment (including Memoranda Of Understanding (MOU) or Service Level Agreements (SLA))

· Privacy and confidentiality 
· Resources are commensurate with the needs of statistical programmes
· Quality is the cornerstone of statistical work

	0.1 The responsibility for collecting, processing, analysing and disseminating the statistics is clearly specified.


	The responsibility for collecting, processing and disseminating the statistics is clearly specified.
	The responsibility for collecting, processing and disseminating the statistics is specified.
	The responsibility for collecting, processing and disseminating the statistics is unclear
	The responsibility for collecting, processing and disseminating the statistics is not specified.
	

	
	0.2 Data sharing and coordination among data producing agencies is clearly specified.
	Data sharing and coordination among data producing agencies is clearly specified.
	Data sharing and coordination among data producing agencies is specified.
	Data sharing and coordination among data producing agencies is unclear
	Data sharing and coordination among data producing agencies is not specified.
	

	
	0.3 Individual data are to be kept confidential and used for statistical purposes only.
	Individual data are always kept confidential and used for statistical purposes only
	Individual data are sometimes kept confidential and could be used for other purposes. 
	Individual data are seldom kept confidential and could be used for other purposes. 
	Individual data are not kept confidential and are used for other purposes.
	

	
	0.4 Statistical reporting is ensured through a legal mandate 
	Statistical reporting is always ensured through a legal mandate
	Statistical reporting is sometimes ensured through a legal mandate
	Statistical reporting is seldom ensured through a legal mandate
	Statistical reporting is not ensured through a legal mandate
	

	
	0.5 Staff, facilities, computing resources and financing are commensurate with the needs of statistical programmes
	Staff, facilities, computing resources and financing are completely commensurate with statistical programmes
	Staff, facilities, computing resources and financing are partially commensurate with statistical programmes
	Staff, facilities, computing resources and financing are inadequately commensurate with statistical programmes
	Staff, facilities, computing resources and financing are not commensurate with statistical programmes
	

	
	0.6 Measures to ensure efficient use of resources are implemented
	Measures to ensure efficient use of resources are systematically implemented
	Measures to ensure efficient use of resources are implemented to some extent
	Measures to ensure efficient use of resources are seldom implemented
	Measures to ensure efficient use of resources are not implemented
	

	
	0.7 Processes are in place to focus, monitor and check on quality 
	Processes are consistently in place to focus, monitor and check on quality 
	Processes are to some extent in place to focus, monitor and check on quality 
	Processes are seldom in place to focus, monitor and check on quality 
	Processes are not in place to focus, monitor and check on quality 
	


Table 2: Relevance
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	1. Relevance
	Relevance of statistical information reflects the degree to which the data meets the real needs of clients. It is concerned with whether the available information sheds light on the issues of most importance to users.

	Key components


	Indicator


	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	An assessment of relevance needs to consider:

· Why do you need to conduct a survey or collect data?

· Who are the users of the statistics?

· What are their known needs?

· How well does the output meet these needs?

Are user needs monitored and fed back into the design process.
	1.1 Are user needs analysed and is the usage of statistical information and metadata analysed?


	A strong culture of systematically consulting users and other experts from within and outside government. These consultations, both formal and informal, cover relevance of current statistical outputs (how accuracy and reliability are perceived, usefulness of outputs including presentation and interpretation), data gaps, emerging needs, priorities, and user perceptions of professionalism and integrity.
	Users are consulted on most of the items listed in level 4
	There is some interaction with users but this is unsystematic


	There is no effective interaction with users.
	

	
	1.2 Changes made as a result of user needs assessments
	These consultations are built into the corporate processes and influence decisions on the design of the survey/series.


	The consultative process is not fully embedded within decision-making processes and some user constituencies may be neglected in the design process
	The consultative process is rarely related to internal decision-making processes. Users not consulted or results not fed back to design.
	There is no follow-up on contact with users. 
	

	
	1.3 (a) The number of the published or retrievable estimates of statistical characteristics.

(b) The number of the actual request estimates of statistical characteristic 
	A large percentage   of statistical estimates made available and other special requests were met
	Some statistical estimates made available. Some special requests were met 
	Few statistical estimates made available but the majority of special requests were not considered 
	Statistical estimates were neither made available nor special requests met. 
	

	
	1.4 Is there a process to determine the satisfaction of users with the statistical information and metadata provided?
	User-satisfaction is measured and to a large extent has made an impact on the output. 
	User-satisfaction is measured and to some extent has made an impact on the output. 
	User-satisfaction is measured but has made no impact on the output. 
	 User-satisfaction is not measured
	


Table 3: Accuracy
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	2. Accuracy 
	The accuracy of statistical information is the degree to which the output correctly describes the phenomena it was designed to measure. Source data available provide an adequate basis to compile statistics

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	The primary areas of accuracy assessment in the source data and output to be considered for all statistical series;

· assessment of sampling error where sampling was used

· assessment of coverage of data collection   in comparison to the target population.

· assessment of response rates and estimates of the impact of imputation

· assessment of  non-sampling error and any other serious accuracy or consistency problems with the survey results

· data capture errors
· Source data available provide an adequate basis to compile statistics.(e.g. administrative records)

· Source data reasonably approximate the definitions, scope, classifications, valuation, and time of recording required.

· Source data are timely
	2.1 Sampling error

· Standard errors

· Coefficient of variation (CV)

· Confidence interval (CI)

· Mean square error (MSE)
	Sampling errors are calculated for the main variables and available for the other variables on request.
	Sampling errors are calculated and made available for the main variables.
	Sampling errors are calculated but not made available
	No sampling errors calculated.
	

	
	2.2 Non-sampling error

· Coverage error 

· Under-coverage

· Over-coverage 

· Misclassification error

· Duplication in the frame used to conduct a survey

· Proxy response

· Measurement error

· Processing error

· Coding error

· Editing rates and ratios

· Imputation rates and ratios

· Model assumption error

· Estimates error (trend-cycle estimates)

· Word processing and type setting errors

· Data capture errors
	Non-sampling errors are extensively described and analysed
	Non-sampling errors are described satisfactorily
	Non-sampling errors are described to a limited extent
	Non-sampling errors are not described.
	

	
	2.3 Non-response error

· Item non-response rates 

· Unit non-response rates

· Average size of revised estimates
	Response rates are recorded, analysed and made available
	Response rates are recorded and made available.
	Response rates are recorded but are not made available.
	Response rates are not recorded 
	

	
	2.4 Source data have been quality assessed.


	Source information has been quality assessed and relates to the entire target population.
	Source information has been quality assessed and target population may be incomplete, but does not seriously invalidate the use of the data.
	The source data have appreciable deficiencies in terms of the target population, allowing only a partial statistical picture to be derived.
	The source data have serious deficiencies and significant parts of the target population are missing or underrepresented.
	

	
	2.5 Describe the definitions, scope, classifications, valuation, and time of recording 


	Source data adequately approximates the definitions, scope, classifications of the subject area and describes the time of recording.
	Source data are less than ideal with respect to definitions, scope, classifications, but provide a close approximation of those required. The deficiencies are understood and do not invalidate use of the data.
	Source data deviate significantly from the definitions, scope and classifications
of the subject area
	Source data have serious discrepancies from those ideally required, undermining their use.
	

	
	2.6 Report the relevant time lags for the source data
	Respondents are made aware of the deadlines for reporting and the agency employs rigorous follow-up procedures to ensure timely receipt of respondent data. The follow-up procedures are prescribed and documented.
	Deadlines for reporting exist with the agency using weak follow-up procedures to ensure timely receipt of data. The follow-up procedures are prescribed and not documented.
	Deadlines for reporting exist with no follow-up procedures to ensure the timely receipt of data.
	No deadlines for reporting and no procedures to ensure timely receipt of data exist.
	

	
	2.7 Is the survey methodology documented?
	The survey methodology is documented fully and comprehensively, indicating specified targets and assumptions for key estimates
	The survey methodology is documented partially, indicating some targets and assumptions
	The survey methodology is poorly documented
	The survey methodology is not documented at all
	

	
	2.8 Are staff debriefings conducted after surveys?
	Staff debriefings are conducted after every survey, including to see if the survey design was carried out properly
	Staff debriefings are conducted after some surveys
	Staff debriefings are seldom conducted after surveys
	Staff debriefings are never conducted after surveys
	

	
	2.9 Are other accuracy and consistency problems reported, such as widely misunderstood questions?
	All other accuracy and consistency problems are reported for all surveys
	Other accuracy and consistency problems are reported for some surveys
	Other accuracy and consistency problems are seldom reported
	Other accuracy and consistency problems are never reported
	

	
	2.10 Is an archive maintained of the documentation of surveys, including sampling frames and metadata?
	All documentation for all surveys is archived and all archives are maintained in perpetuity
	Most documentation for most surveys is archived and most archives are maintained in perpetuity
	Some documentation for some surveys is archived
	No documentation is archived
	


Table 4: Timeliness
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	3. Timeliness 
	Timeliness of statistical information refers to the delay between the reference point to which the information pertains, and the date on which the information becomes available. Frequency of data collection and release

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	An assessment of timeliness and punctuality should consider the following:

· Production time

· Frequency of release; and

· Punctuality of release.


	3.1 Report on the frequency of release


	The standards and guidelines for frequency of release exist and are adhered to. 
	The standards and guidelines for frequency of release exist but only some are adhered to.
	The standards and guidelines for frequency of release exist but are not adhered to.
	No standards and guidelines for frequency of release exist.
	

	
	3.2 Punctuality of time schedule for Publication 


	Statistical outputs are released well ahead of the relevant standards and good practices. E.g. See GDDS and SDDS as a standard.
	 Statistical outputs released approach or are within the relevant standards and good practices 
	Statistical outputs lag behind the relevant standards and good practices. 
	Statistical outputs do not even approach the relevant standards and good practices
	

	
	3.3 Average time between the end of reference period and the date of the first results


	Preliminary results are released within the recommended timeframes as specified in the relevant standards and good practices.  
	Preliminary results released approach or are within the relevant standards and good practices.
	Preliminary results released lag behind relevant standards and good practices.
	Preliminary results released do not even approach the relevant standards and good practices
	

	
	3.4 Average time between the end of reference period and the date of the final results
	Final results are released within the recommended timeframes as specified in the relevant standards and good practices
	Final results released approach or are within the relevant standards and good practices.
	Final results released lag behind relevant standards and good practices
	Final results released do not even approach relevant standards and good practices
	

	
	3.5 Compliance with international timeliness standards
	Release time follows the relevant standards and good practices
	Release time follows the relevant standards and good practices
	Release time lags behind the relevant standards and good practices
	Release time does not even approach the relevant standards and good practices
	


Table 5: Accessibility
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	4. Accessibility 
	The accessibility of statistical information and metadata refers to the ease with which it can be obtained from the Agency. This includes the ease with which the existence of information can be ascertained, as well as the suitability of the form or medium through which the information can be accessed. The cost of the information may also be an aspect of accessibility for some users.

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	Accessibility has four principal aspects that have to be managed: 

· Catalogue systems are available in organ or stats agency?

· Delivery systems to access information

· Information and metadata coverage is adequate

· Measure of catalogue and delivery systems performance

· Presentation of statistics in a meaningful way


	4.1 Number and types of media used for disseminating statistics 


	Statistics are disseminated by all relevant media and channels s.
	Some relevant media and channels disseminate statistics.
	Statistics are disseminated by few relevant media and channels
	Statistics are not disseminated at all. 
	

	
	4.2 Are data and information available on a publicly accessible website?


	All statistics disseminated are available from a publicly accessible website (URL)
	Most of the  statistics disseminated are available from a publicly accessible website (URL)
	Few statistics disseminated are available from a publicly accessible website (URL)
	Statistics disseminated are not available from publicly accessible universal resource locator (i.e. website)
	

	
	4.3 Statistics are released on a pre-announced schedule


	Statistics are always released according to an advance release calendar.
	Statistics are most of the time released according to an advance release calendar
	Statistics are sometimes released according to an advance release calendar
	There are no advance release calendars.
	

	
	4.4 Statistics are made available to all users at the same time


	No exception to the rule.
	Occasional exceptions to the rule
	Several exceptions

to the rule
	Statistics are not released simultaneously to all interested parties.
	

	
	4.5 Statistics not routinely disseminated are made available upon request
	Statistics not routinely disseminated are always available on request
	Statistics not routinely disseminated are   usually available on request
	Statistics not routinely disseminated are occasionally available on request
	Statistics not routinely disseminated are not available on request.
	

	
	4.6 User support services widely publicised.
	User support services are well known and widely utilised.
	User support services are well known and utilised by some users
	User support services are known but they are not used 
	User support services do not exist
	

	
	4.7 Does a data dissemination policy exist and is it maintained?
	A data dissemination policy exists and it is up to date
	A data dissemination policy exists but it is out of date
	A data dissemination policy is under development
	No data dissemination policy exists
	

	
	4.8 Does the pricing policy governing dissemination exist?

If yes, are prices regarded as affordable by users? 
	Pricing policy exists and prices are regarded as affordable by all users 
	Pricing policy exists and prices are regarded as affordable by some users
	Pricing policy exists and prices are not regarded as affordable by users
	Pricing policy does not exists 
	

	
	4.9 Catalogue systems to identify information available to users and to assist users to locate it


	Information is catalogued so that users can easily locate and identify requisite information. 
	Information is catalogued and users can locate and identify requisite information
	Information is catalogued but requisite information cannot be identified 
	Information is not catalogued 
	

	
	4.10 Metadata are available and accessible
	Metadata are freely available and easily accessible.
	Metadata are available but incomplete 
	Metadata are available but not accessible.
	No metadata at all
	


Table 6: Interpretability
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	5. Interpretability  
	The interpretability of statistical information refers to the ease with which users understand statistical information through provision of metadata

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	Information needed to facilitate interpretability of statistical information provided by the agency consists of:

· concepts, definitions and classifications underlying the data

· metadata on the methodology used to collect and compile the data
	5.1 Availability of concepts, definitions and classifications underlying the data. Differences from accepted standards and guidelines, or good practices are annotated.


	Concepts, definitions and classifications underlying the data are available, and any deviations from acceptable standard are annotated
	Some deviations from acceptable standard are annotated 
	Few deviations from acceptable standard are annotated 
	Deviations from acceptable standard are not annotated
	

	
	5.2 Documents on scope, basis of recording, data sources, and statistical techniques used are available. Differences from accepted standards and guidelines, or good practices are annotated.


	Complete documentation on scope, basis of recording, data sources, and statistical techniques used are available and deviations from accepted standards and guidelines, or good practices are annotated.
	Partial documentation on scope, basis of recording, data sources, and statistical techniques used are available and deviations from accepted standards and guidelines, or good practices are annotated.
	Inadequate documentation on scope, basis of recording, data sources, and statistical techniques used are available and deviations from accepted standards and guidelines, or good practices annotated.
	Scope, basis of recording, data sources, and statistical techniques used are not documented.    
	

	
	5.3 Information about the scope of the methodology used to collect and compile the data is available and consistent with national and international standards. Any differences are annotated.


	Complete information about the scope of the methodology used to collect and compile the data is available and consistent with national and international standards, and/or any differences are annotated.
	Partial information about the scope of the methodology used to collect and compile the data is available and consistent with national and international standards, and/or any differences are annotated.
	Information about the scope of the methodology used to collect and compile the data is available but not consistent with national and international standards.
	Information about the scope of the methodology used to collect and compile the data, is not available. 


	

	
	5.4 Availability of direct data interpretation commenting on each release on primary messages in the information
	Detail availability of direct data interpretation commenting on each release on primary messages in the information
	Availability of direct data interpretation commenting on most release on primary messages in the information
	Availability of direct data interpretation commenting on few release on primary messages in the information
	No direct data interpretation commenting on release on primary messages in the information
	


Table 7: Coherence
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	6. Coherence 
	The coherence of statistical information reflects the degree to which it can be successfully brought together with other statistical information within a broad analytic framework and over time 

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	There are several management aspects to data coherence:

· The use of common concepts within and between series,

· Common definitions within and between series, 

· Common variables and classifications within and between statistical series.

· The use of, common methodologies and systems for data collection and processing within series.

· Use of common methodology for various processing steps of a survey such as edits and imputations within series


	6.1 Data within series are based on common frameworks, concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies and departures from this identified in the metadata.


	All data within series are based on common frameworks, concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies and departures from this identified in the metadata.
	Most of the data within series are based on common frameworks, concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies and departures from this identified in the metadata.
	Limited data within series are based on common frameworks, concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies and departures from this identified in the metadata.
	Data within series are not based on common frameworks, concepts, definitions, classifications and methodologies.
	

	
	6.2 Statistics are consistent and reconcilable over time.
	Statistics are always consistent and reconcilable over time.
	Statistics are sometimes consistent and reconcilable over time.
	Statistics are seldom consistent and reconcilable over time.
	Statistics are neither consistent nor reconcilable over time.
	

	
	6.3 Data across comparable series, or source data are based on common frames, concepts, definitions, or that any differences are identified and can be allowed for in the interpretation.


	All data across comparable series, or source data are based on common frames, concepts, definitions, or that any differences are identified and can be allowed for in the interpretation.
	Most data across comparable series, or source data are based on common frames, concepts, definitions, or that any differences are identified and can be allowed for in the interpretation.
	Limited data across comparable series, or source data are based on common frames, concepts, definitions, or that any differences are identified and can be allowed for in the interpretation.
	Data across comparable series, or source data are not based on common frames, concepts and definitions 
	

	
	6.4 Statistics are checked for consistency with those obtained through other data sources (Identify comparable datasets and incomparable ones).
	Statistics are always checked for consistency with those obtained through other data sources
	Statistics are sometimes checked for consistency with those obtained through other data sources
	Statistics are rarely checked for consistency with those obtained through other data sources
	Statistics are not checked for consistency with those obtained through other data sources
	

	
	6.5 Does the agency demonstrate the actual practice of integrating data from different sources?
	The agency frequently demonstrate the actual practice of integrating data from different sources
	The agency sometimes demonstrate the actual practice of integrating data from different sources 
	The agency only experimentally demonstrate the actual practice of integrating data from different sources 
	The agency does not demonstrate the actual practice of integrating data from different sources 
	


Table 8: Methodological soundness
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	7. Methodological soundness 
	Refers to the application of international standards, guidelines, and agreed practices to produce statistical outputs. Application of such standards fosters national and international comparability 

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	This dimension covers soundness of the methodology used and adherence to international norms

· International norms & standards on methods

· Data compilation methods employ sound procedures

· Other statistical procedures employ sound statistical techniques

· Revision policy, transparent, and those studies of revisions are done and made public.


	7.1 Concepts and definitions follow accepted standards, guidelines or good practices (national, internationally, peer agreed)


	All concepts and definitions follow accepted standards guidelines or good practices (national, internationally, peer agreed)
	Most concepts and definitions follow accepted standards guidelines or good practices (national, internationally, peer agreed)
	Few concepts and definitions follow accepted standards guidelines or good practices (national, internationally, peer agreed)
	Concepts and definitions do not follow any standards guidelines or good practices (national, internationally, peer agreed)
	

	
	7.2 The scope of the study is consistent with accepted standards, guidelines or good practices
	The scope of the study is completely consistent with accepted standards guidelines or good practices
	The scope of the study is partially consistent with accepted standards guidelines or good practices
	The scope of the study is inadequately consistent with accepted standards guidelines or good practices
	The scope of the study is inconsistent with accepted standards guidelines or good practices
	

	
	7.3 Classification systems used are consistent with accepted standards, guidelines or good practices
	Classification systems used are always consistent with accepted standards, guidelines or good practices
	Classification systems used are sometimes consistent with accepted standards, guidelines or good practices
	Classification systems used are rarely consistent with accepted standards, guidelines or good practices
	Classification systems used are inconsistent with accepted standards, guidelines or good practices
	

	
	7.4 Standard sampling methods used.
	Standard sampling methods always used
	Standard sampling methods sometimes used
	Standard sampling methods seldom used
	Non-standard sampling methods used
	

	
	7.5 Standard collection methods used
	Standard collection methods always used
	Standard collection methods sometimes used
	Standard collection methods seldom used
	Non-standard collection methods used
	

	
	7.6 Standard editing and imputation methods used
	Standard imputation methods always used
	Standard imputation methods sometimes used
	Standard imputation methods seldom used
	Non-standard imputation methods used
	

	
	7.7 Standard analytical methods used
	Standard analytical methods always used
	Standard analytical methods sometimes used
	Standard analytical methods seldom used
	Non-standard analytical methods used
	

	
	7.8 Revisions schedule followed (explain the extent to which it is regular and transparent)
	Revisions schedule is always followed
	Revisions schedule is sometimes followed
	Revisions schedule is seldom followed
	No revisions schedule
	

	
	7.9 Preliminary and revised data are identified in the metadata.
	Preliminary and revised data are always identified and explained in metadata.
	Preliminary and revised data are sometimes identified and explained in metadata.
	Preliminary and revised data are seldom identified and explained in metadata.
	Preliminary and revised data are not identified and explained in metadata.
	

	
	7.10 Studies of revisions and their findings are made public
	Studies of revisions and findings are always made public
	Studies of revisions and findings are sometimes made public
	Studies of revisions and findings are seldom made public
	Studies of revisions and findings are never made public
	

	
	7.11 Is information provided on the revisions conducted?
	Information on revisions is always provided
	Information on revisions is sometimes provided
	Information on revisions is seldom provided
	Information on revisions is never provided
	


Table 9: Integrity
	Quality Dimension 
	Descriptions

	8. Integrity 
	Integrity refers to values and related practices that maintain confidence to users in the agency producing statistics and ultimately in the statistical product.

	Key components
	Indicator
	Ranking or score
	Minimum Requirement

(YES/NO)

	
	
	Official Statistics
	Acceptable Statistics
	Poor Statistics
	Questionable Statistics
	

	
	
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	

	· The dimension encompasses institutional arrangements that ensure professionalism in statistical policies, transparency, and ethical standards.

· This dimension relates to assurances that statistics produced on an impartial basis

· Ethical standards are guided by policies and procedures
	8.1 The terms and conditions, including confidentiality, under which statistics are collected, processed and disseminated are available to public and follow the UN principles of official statistics


	The terms and conditions, including confidentiality under which statistics are collected processed and disseminated are available to public and completely follow the UN principles of official statistics
	The terms and conditions, including confidentiality under which statistics are collected processed and disseminated are available to public and by and large follow the UN principles of official statistics
	The terms and conditions, including confidentiality under which statistics are collected processed and disseminated are available to public and to some extent   follow the UN principles of official statistics
	The terms and conditions, including confidentiality under which statistics are collected processed and disseminated are not available to public and/or do not follow the UN principles of official statistics
	

	
	8.2 Describe the conditions under which policy-makers, specifically government, may have access to data before release. Are the conditions published?
	Policy makers always get the statistics at the same time as everyone else and this is publicly stated
	Policy makers in exceptional cases get the statistics before everyone else and this is publicly stated
	Policy makers often get the statistics before everyone else and this is not publicly stated
	Policy makers routinely get the statistics before everyone else and this is not publicly stated
	

	
	8.3 Advance notice is given of major changes in methodology, source data and statistical techniques
	Advance notice of major changes in methodology, source data and statistical techniques is always given
	Advance notice of major changes in methodology, source data and statistical techniques is sometimes given
	Advance notice of major changes in methodology, source data and statistical techniques is seldom given
	Advance notice of major changes in methodology, source data and statistical techniques is never given
	

	
	8.4 Ministerial commentary, when data are released, should be identified as such, and not be seen as part of the official statistics
	Ministerial commentary, when data are released, is always identified as such, and is not seen as part of the official statistics
	Ministerial commentary, when data are released, is sometimes confused to some extent with the official statistics
	Ministerial commentary, when data are released, is often confused with the official statistics
	There is no clear distinction between Ministerial commentary, when data are released, and official statistics
	

	
	8.5 Source data, techniques and dissemination decisions are informed solely by statistical considerations (without political interference. The appropriate statistical entity (SG) is entitled to comment on erroneous interpretation and misuse of statistics reference).
	Source data, techniques and dissemination decisions are informed solely by statistical considerations without any political interference.
	Source data, techniques and dissemination decisions are informed by statistical considerations as well as limited political interference.
	Source data, techniques and dissemination decisions are informed by statistical considerations with political interference
	Source data, techniques and dissemination decisions are informed solely by political interference
	

	
	8.6 Ethical guidelines for staff behaviour are in place and are well known to the staff (professional code of conduct)
	Ethical guidelines for staff behaviour are in place and are well known to the staff and are adhered to.
	Ethical guidelines for staff behaviour are in place and are known to the staff and are adhered to.
	Ethical guidelines for staff behaviour are in place and are not well known to the staff and to some extent adhered to.
	The staffs do not know ethical guidelines for staff behaviour.
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