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MSW Coverage in 16 EU countries

Title Presentation ‐ Location
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Main conceptual problems

 Nature of the stats

 Municipal policies define outcomes

 Comparability of waste generation in kg/inh across countries still limited
 coverage of materials (packaging waste) and sources (commercial waste)
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Example: Treatment in the 
Netherlands
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Challenges in developed countries

 All can compile data

 But most challenges in cross country analysis

 Household waste (similar in nature) of services sector differs per country
 E.g. tourism
 Day time population higher than actual population

 Garden waste (back garden vs collection and composting)

 Coverage of waste differs

 Advanced (complex) waste management systems
 Sorting, pre‐treatment steps
 Imports/exports

 Small countries  working vs living population
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Challenges in emerging and developing 
countries
 Coverage of waste differs among countries

 Definition of waste differs across countries

 Compile city to national data

 Unregistered population (effects denominator)

 Lack of resources for statistical staff to compile data

 Lack of training and capacity development

 Waste collected managed (or dumped) outside the formal sector
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Conversion of units

•Unit of measurement (tonnes, or cubic metres). 
•No universal conversion factor between volume and mass
•waste content differs so much from one country to another. 
•Sometimes countries measure waste in volume and then apply a 
conversion factor based on sampling. 
•Usually countries require weigh stations to weigh garbage collection 
trucks, but of course weigh stations are expensive.
•Weighing waste while wet (heavier) or dry (lighter)
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MSW

 What are the challenges in Kazakhstan? 
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