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Need for orientation 

• CIS countries to deliver poverty indicators for SDG 
follow-up 

• Diversity of approaches 

• Need for orientation 

• => model questions 

 

(summary report accessible 
in English translation) 

 

 
 

Attribution-ShareAlike 2.5 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.5)  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Patafisik
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Which model to choose? 

Attribution-ShareAlike 2.5 Generic (CC BY-SA 2.5)  

By Immanuel Giel (Own work) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
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Questions on 3 different „breadlines“ 

Consumption 
Who has an unacceptably  

low standard of living? 
 

Income 
Who has insufficient income  
to attain such a standard? 

 
Deprivation  

Who is excluded from  
a customary lifestyle? 

By Dewpix (Own work) [CC0], via Wikimedia Commons 

By Department of Defense. Department of the Army. 
Office of the Chief Signal Officer. (09/18/1947 - 
02/28/1964) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 

^copyright Cäcilia Novak 
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Comprehension of the two reports 

 Report I:  
− Similarities in recording consumption across CIS 
− Differences in income measurement 
− No uniformity of deprivation items 

 Report II recommendations: 
− Consumption: 

E.g. collect COICOP but consider respondent perspective (structure 
and simplify!) avoid unnecessary information, focus on higher 
aggregates, ensure that volumes are collected, follow purchase 
approach etc… 

− Income: 
Follow Canberra classification, (EUROSTAT-ESSPROS for transfers?) 

− Deprivation 
adopt EU-SILC scale of deprivation + housing + self assessment 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Patafisik
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 In EU- currently NO regulation on HBS 
…likely to be included in future Integrated Framework 
Regulation on European Social Statistics (IESS)  
…BUT: countries whish to keep their specificities 
…NO integration with income & living conditions 

 NO EU level use for HBS in poverty measurement 
 Priorities on National Accounts & Consumer Price Index  
 Hard to ensure collaboration with respondents ! 

 CIS: innovation vs. long tradition & 
experience in region? 

 questionnaire design 
compatible with fully-fledged 
income questionnaire? 

Consumption - a likely EU-perspective 
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 How will gross/ net be handled in model questionnaire? 
 Which questions are asked on household/individual level? 
 What reference period is asked (monthly/annual)? 
 Are respondents encouraged to check with auxiliary 

information such as their payrolls? 
 Are income brackets foreseen when amount unknown? 
 How are imputations & editing (e.g. outliers) handled? 
 Which information might be derived from registers 

(transfers)? 
 Are precision requirements (sample size) established? 

Income - questions 
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 Write up a list of common target variables and their precise 
definitions (based on EU-SILC?)  

Income - suggestions 
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From Classification… 
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…to a list of common target variables (HH) 
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…to a list of common target variables (Person) 

For specifications see EU-SILC DOC65: https://circabc.europa.eu/sd/a/6f3aab20-0c33-4875-a1f9-
ec16bcff81f2/DOCSILC065%20operation%202015%20VERSION%20july2014.pdf 
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 Write up a list of common target variables and their precise 
definitions (based on EU-SILC?)  

 Assess coherence with aggregates (e.g. national accounts, 
tax data) before any adjustments (NSIs) 

 Include global income question together with subjective 
income need (e.g. for imputation/plausibility checks) 

Income - suggestions 
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3rd stage poverty measurement defined by lifestyles: 
“Individuals, families and groups in the population can be said to be 
in poverty when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet, 
participate in the activities, and have the living conditions and 
amenities which are customary, or at least widely encouraged or 
approved, in the societies to which they belong. Their resources are 
so seriously below those commanded by the average individual or 
family that they are, in effect, excluded from ordinary patterns, 
customs and activities.” (Peter Townsend 1979) 
 

Deprivation items - what for? 
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What are ordinary patterns, customs, activities in region? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SILC-questions aim for enforced lack of lifestyle items 
Not necessarily same objective in MPI! (e.g. health, 
education…) 
 

Consensual selection of items 
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e.g. TV, phone, washing machine seen irrelevant for 
EU-poverty 
subject to long debates in EU (1994-2009) 
Has been throughly analysed for (e.g. Guio et al. 2012):  
− legitimity (public opinion on basic needs),  
− reliability (correlation between items),  
− validity (correlation with health, income),  
− Comparability (may depend on question wording, 

cognitive testing: what do people think of when 
answering?)  

− Technically, a larger number of items is preferred 

EU-SILC catalogue is subject to revision 
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 (overly?) ambitious to integrate C + I + D in one survey: 
 assess feasibility in smaller scale operations 

Conclusion  on challenges for countries 
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 target variables & explanatory manual, to include:  
 basic definitions (e.g. household, employment, disability...)  
 survey design more generally (cf. EU-SILC Doc 65) 

 continuous comparative work required: 
-regular comparative reporting  
-assessment of deviations 
-Methodological TF/WS 
-collaborative analysis 
-microdata for academics 

     -studies on perceived need 
 Investments: 

-collection modes; 
       -cognitive testing;  
       -census 

Conclusion  on challenges for countries 

Fritz Cohen [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons 
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Please address queries to: 
Matthias Till 

 
 

Contact information: 
Guglgasse 13, 1110 Vienna 
phone: +43 (1) 71128-7106 

matthias.till@statistik.gv.at  
 

Thank you for your 
attention! 
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