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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Statistical Division of the United Nations Eoamic Commission for Europe (UNECE), in
collaboration with the United Nations PopulationviBion (UNDESA) and the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), and in partnership withestpartners of the Global Migration Group
(GMG) organized a regional workshop on “Strengthgninational capacities to improve
migration data” in Bishkek (Kyrgyz Republic) on 13- February 2010. The United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) provided administeaupport. The workshop was carried
out in the context of the United Nations Developim&acount Project “Strengthening national
capacities to deal with international migration: >iaizing development benefits and
minimizing negative impacts”.

2. The workshop targeted countries in Central Asia @hér current and former member countries
of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CISg fMiain objectives of the meeting were to
identify the gaps in the availability of data ontemational migrant stocks, flows, and
characteristics and to identify the ways and meanslose this gap before the 2013 United
Nations High-level Dialogue on International Migost and Development.

3. To this end, the aims of the workshop were to:

a) ldentify the key migration trends and policiests global and regional level;

b) Review the internationally agreed standards anohneeendations for international
migration statistics;

c) Assess the gaps that exist among these internhtimmens and the data available
from countries in the region;

d) Propose practical steps to implement the key el&rarthese recommendations;

e) Provide tools for follow-up activities, and

f) ldentify needs for capacity development.

4. The workshop took into consideration all possildarses of migration data, including censuses,
administrative sources and surveys and discusspdrioities for data exchange at a national
and international level.

5. Participants from 12 countries of the Eastern Eeydipe Caucasus, Central Asia region took part
in the meetiny International organizations were representedxpers from UNECE, UNDESA,
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNRJCand the International Organization

1 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhsamgyzstan, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federgtibajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan



for Migration (IOM). Experts from Statistical Comttde of the CIS and from Moscow State
Lomonosov University also took part in the meeting.

6. Mr. Bela Hovy (UNDESA) was the Chairperson of therkshop.

I ORGANIZATION OF THE WORKSHOP

7. The following substantive topics were discusseith@tvorkshop:
e Session |. The Migration Agenda: Implications Bata Collection
» Session Il. Practical Solutions to Implement therdmational Recommendations
» Session lll. Using Population Censuses to Measuegrational Migration

» Session IV. Enhancing the Use of Administrativei$es and Border Cards to Measure
Migration

» Session V. The Use of Household Surveys to Meaberémpact of Migration
» Session VI. Regional Cooperation and Capacity Dipraknt

» Session VII. Practical Steps to Strengthen NatiGagacities, Data Availability and
Exchange

8. Most of the sessions included group work during alhiparticipants discussed specific
assignments. The results of the group work wersemently reported to the plenary.

9. The papers and presentations prepared for themgeste available on the UNECE website at the
following addresshttp://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2010.02. migmattm

[ll. SUMMARY OF THE SESSIONS
SESSION 1. THE MIGRATION AGENDA: IMPLICATIONS FOR DATA COLLECTION

10.The presentation by the representative of UNDESAu$ed on implications of the global
migration policy agenda for data collection. Reiabnd up-to-date data are needed in order to
formulate migration policies that benefit countri@sorigin and destination as well as migrants
themselves. Global international cooperation isdedein order to maximize benefits and
minimize risks of migration, as local and regioapproaches are no longer sufficient. Faced with
a significant decline in the population of workiage in the next few decades, the countries of
CIS are already experiencing significant interrmadio migration. Some CIS economies are
already heavily dependent upon remittance flowsorter to improve international migration
statistics, the presenter suggested that the Ciitges should take into account the five
recommendations included in the report “Migrantau@o Five Steps Toward Better Migration
Data’. The five steps indicated in the report constifoi®-cost opportunities to fill some key
gaps in migration data quickly. In particular, theport indicates how the 2010 round of
population censuses can be used to improve glolgahtion data.

11.In order to explain the priorities in data needsdweidence-based policies in the countries in the
Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asianmetiie IOM presented an overview of

2 This publication is available at: http://www.cgdeng/content/publications/detail/1422146/
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regional trends in migration in the recent past presently. Recent past migration trends in the
region were characterized with both political armbreomic push and pull factors, of global
character and specific to the countries of theoregUp to 80 per cent of migration flows take
place within the CIS region, although migrationwik outside the region are underestimated.
There are sending, receiving and transit countineshe Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and
Central Asian region that need diverse policy apphes and require collection of different data
from various sources. Challenges with regardhiéonhanagement of migration are stimulating
policy makers across the region to start payingsicamable attention to migration data, to speed
up national capacity building and regional datarisiga

The representative from the Ministry of Labour &uatial Protection of the Population focused
on main targets of migration policies in Kazakhstaamely repatriation of ethnic Kazakhs,
regulation of foreign labour migration, and redanotiof irregular migration. Ethnic migration is
well measured as new settlers are involved in yistem of governmental assistance. Since 1993
Republic of Kazakhstan received over 201,300 fawmitr 789,000 of ‘oralmarfs’in 2008 over
60,000 foreigners were employed in the country. e\mv, irregular migration is considerable.
Some 164,000 irregular labour migrants, 71 per oérwho were from Uzbekistan, benefited
from a regularization campaign undertaken in 200&009, the Government decided to create a
system of migrants’ registration in different gaweental agencies and to develop a
methodology of unified statistical reporting usiglgctronic systems of migrant registration and
data collection.

SESSION 2. PRACTICAL SOLUTIONSTO IMPLEMENT THE INTERNATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS

A presentation from the UNECE reminded the paréinis about basic concepts and definitions
of the International Recommendations on statistiagigration. It was a brief review of:

» Definitions;

* Main types by duration (often depending on admiatste rules);

» Reasons for migration;

» Legal status;

+ Direction and distance;

» Crucial role of concept of place of usual residence

Measurement of the basic statistical categoriesnigfration — stocks (identified by different
criteria having advantages as well as limitatican®)l flows, imply exploring various sources of
data. Data on stocks and flows could be colledtedugh administrative systems or via a set of
special questions asked in population censusearople surveys. The latter could be useful for
collecting information on difficult to count groupmd migrants. Some approaches to measuring
stocks and flows of emigrants were discussed: udatg from receiving countries, collecting
information on emigrants at census etc.

It was emphasized that compilation of data colkgdig different agencies in the same country,
and comparison of statistics from sending and waogi countries is limited because of

inconsistencies between national sources and dating from different countries. But also due
to lack of access to the information.

Prior to the workshop a set of nine tables to cblatistics on stocks and flows of international
migrants were sent to the participating countnresrder to fill the gaps in the Global Migration

% Oralmans — ethnic Kazakhs living in neighboringmimies that repatriated/returned to Kazakhstan.



Database. A presentation from UNDESA explainedi@agrities of requested data and reasons
for the request to motivate the countries of tiggam to transmit the missing data. Data on stocks
(defined by place of birth or citizenship) are ® tabulated by country of origin, sex, age and
educational attainment. Data on flows were requestg country of origin or destination,

duration of stay (long or short-term) and typeesdidence permit issuance (i.e. reason for move).

SESSION 3. USING POPULATION CENSUSES TO MEASURE INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

17.The UNECE presented the Conference of Europearstgtans (CES) Recommendations for the
2010 round of population censuses with regard termational migration data. Attention was
paid in particular to time thresholds to de usedthe definition of resident and non-resident
population, identification of relevant migrant gpsu collection of data on timing and geography
of migration, and enumeration of “difficult-to-memse” migrant groups. The presentation
explained the characteristics, pros and cons of @md non-core questions/variables on
migration in censuses, such as citizenship andcefilaantry of birth.

18.The Statistical Committee of the CIS presented m@alysis of migration-related questions in

programs of 2010-round population censuses in é¢ggon. Four States (Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan) have already condudteid tensuses, whereas the majority (but
not all) are planning to do so. Census programallithe countries of the region include both
core and non-core topics on migration taking intocaint national interest in data on certain
categories of migrants. The first national censusfelndependent States collected information
on new migration phenomena. Lessons learnt throlighexperience stimulated many countries
to improve ‘migration modules’ in the 2010-Censugsfionnaire and include questions on place
of residence at a certain date prior to the ceresyserience of residence abroad etc. NSOs of the
CIS countries tried to develop the programs of snocessive national censuses (round 2000 and
2010) in accordance with international recommendati that could be a guarantee of
comparability of data at a national and internadldavel.

19.The population census in the Kyrgyz Republic wasdoeted in March 2009 and included
guestions on place of birth, citizenship, duratddmesidence in the place of enumeration (since
birth or not) and the last previous place of restde As compared with census of 1999, a new
guestion on reasons for move was added with fouwswan options: economic, social,
environmental and other. Non-migration questionshef2009-Census program were developed
as well; educational attainment was classified @tails to better correspond to the national
legislation and international standards. The mainscrdpancy with international
recommendations on migrants count was connecteld @numeration of absent population.
National emigrants, who have been absent for mi@eli2 months but intended to return to their
country of origin were treated as temporary abs=ntnd included in the resident population.
Collection of data on the absent population wasibst problematic part of the census and other
sources were used to fill the inevitable gaps. NS®yrgyz Republic is going to publish a set
of tables based on the census data related to toigray age, sex, ethnicity, reasons for move
and educational attainment. Data on temporary algsgulation will be provided by country of
destination, reasons and duration of absence, s&ye,educational attainment, occupation and
size of households left behind. Census results veilavailable as hard copies and in electronic
format, online on the NSO’s website, and at a refjoé the users, if additional information is
needed.

20.The Statistical Committee of Belarus conductedpiiygulation census in October 2009. Resident,

temporarily absent and temporarily present popatativas defined through 1-year period
threshold in accordance with the CES recommendatidhigration module of the census
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guestionnaire has been greatly improved and deedlggnce the previous census. Program
included questions on place of birth, citizenshigspondents were asked about duration of
residence in the place of enumeration, but onlgeéhaho had moved in the last five years (ie
since 2005) had to specify the place of previosglence and type of settlement. The questions
about residence abroad for one year and over amatrgoof origin were asked for the first time.
Respondents had to specify year and month of &ramd reason for move (job, education,
marriage, return to the previous place of residefarily circumstances, asylum, other reason).

SESSION 4. ENHANCING THE USE OF ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCES AND BORDER CARDSTO
M EASURE MIGRATION

21.In the Russian Federation, only a low percentagdocgigners could be identified among
immigrants by obtaining administrative data frone tmigration service on residence permits
issuance and citizenship acquisition. Analysisndérinational migration data from the National
Statistical Office requires complementary data freamerous administrative sources which are
hard to obtain. Data availability, free access @gilar publication of statistics are core issues 0
administrative statistics usage in Russia as inynaéimer States of the region.

22.The presentation from the Office of the United Niai High Commissioner for Refugees focused
on administrative sources of forced migration stats. Data collection and analysis is an
important part of the UNHCR 10-point plan. Statistion forced migration could be obtained
from different sources — surveys, censuses, registed other, but administrative records are in
principle the most important and reliable sourcealse of the nature of applications for asylum
or refugee status. Population and aliens registavsder statistics, data on permits, special
systems of forced migration registration, and stias of citizenship acquisition — all these
sources can and should be used for productionliable, diverse and transparent data. From the
viewpoint of statistics, there is no joint approaammong the asylum states whether to count
forced migrants as international migrants or nbere are objective reasons to treat refugees as
international migrants, but particularities of thi®up of migrants in terms of data collection and
protection could not be ignored. Key challenges Inyestatistics of forced migration have much
in common with all the other types of migrationaland relate to application of definitions, use
of certain sources, quality of data and skills afedcollectors and users.

23.Country presentations were given by the represgatatfrom the Republic of Moldova and
Russia. The Republic of Moldova is the first (ahé only) CIS state that has established a
population register, which is used for collectioh pmpulation statistics, while the Russian
Federation is the main migrant-receiving countryhi@ region. The flows of short-term migration
are estimated at a level of 7-9 million and longrtemmigration affects about 300,000 persons
annually. Federal migration service of Russia reggbon its activities to establish a new system
of administrative statistics management. The NS@hefRussian Federation described the first
experience of direct communication of data froreradi register to the statistical agency.

24.Effective and regular interactions of National Bawefor Statistics of Moldova and Population

Register are implemented within the framework afpacial contract with Population Register
Office of Moldova. Since the beginning of 2000, thBS of Moldova has started using data
from the register to produce demographic statisficsonsultation with colleagues from Norway

initiated a new approach to demographic data indgeh and since 2007 NBS receives
information on vital statistics in electronic fortnaHowever, there are many gaps in production
of migration statistics. Data on migration, botkemal and international, are not individualized
and are still delivered to NBS Moldova as an aggted) statistical report.



25.The Federal Migration Service (FMS) of the Russkauderation has recently introduced an
integrated form of statistical report covering eitiés undertaken by the agency. The form
collected in electronic format from regional bod#s=MS on a monthly basis includes over 700
indicators, and over 3,000 variables. It substituteore than 60 statistical reports formerly
prepared by eleven departments of FMS, often dafgiig the same information. Since 2007
FMS started publishing this report online and fany users in Russia and abroad it is the only
source of very important data on migration and adstrative procedures related to migration.
In the near future, the FMS is planning to devedagystem of administrative data collection and
processing and start publishing a statistical yeakb

26.The NSO of the Russian Federation reported onitseexperience of direct communication of
individual data on migrants from the central dagmk of foreign population in Russia. Former
system of migration statistics collection was elsthbd to count internal rather than international
migration. Since 2005 FMS started to run an aliegister and by 2009 it was ready to
communicate individual anonymized data on residepeganits, citizenship acquisition and
registration in place of residence and place of gigdhe NSO. A pilot project made it possible to
find out main data quality issues — in most casemected with incompleteness of information
on social and demographic characteristics of migramfilled positions, as well as with errors
and uncertainties in data on place of birth andstesgion address. This work will be continued
and individual data communicated from FMS to theONS the Russian Federation in future and
will be the basis for production of official stdtts on international migration in Russia.

SESSION 5. THE USE OF HOUSEHOL D SURVEYSTO MEASURE THE IMPACT OF MIGRATION

27.Armenia is the only CIS country that actively cotke data on migration through sample surveys
of labour force, international passenger flows €ftie sample of the recent survey on
international migration covered 2500 households86lén urban and 814 in rural areas).
Questions dealt with household members who have reigrated, and migrants were classified
by direction and distance of migration (inward arward, internal or international). Typical
problems in surveying were connected with physazaess to the households (outside doors of
many houses are equipped with special locks) aadimess or willingness of respondents to give
truthful answers. A sample survey demonstrated dha&ing persons reported as migrants, 67%
have emigrated, 2.8% - were immigrants and over @8@¥e return migrants. The survey proved
that households invest only about 1% of receivedittances, the rest is spent on consumption
(out of it 3.7% is spent on purchasing real estate)

28.The Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republioaally conducts household surveys devoted
to labour force issues. Five out of a total of &®stions dealt with migration topics. In 2006
there was a one-off survey of employment in theggyrRepublic. Surveys appeared to be an
easy and low-cost way to collect information on @dinall categories of the active population,
including migrants. Basic disadvantages of the eygwere connected with underestimation of
well-paid groups of population due to difficultiesaching the respondents. Information dealt
with not only international migration, but also Wwiinternal migration. There were gquestions on
absentees, specified duration of absence, coumtmgdion/place in case of internal migration) of
destination, citizenship and other characterisiegular surveys enable monitoring and analysis
of diverse migration situations. After the 2009 €es) the panel of respondents (and their
addresses) will be updated.



29.In Tajikistan, migrants’ remittances comprise owerthird of the GDP. Since 2005 besides
statistics of labour migration produced by authediagencies, the Republic of Tajikistan is one
of a few countries in the region that have usedatign cards collected at the borders to estimate
flows of international labour migration from theurdry. The NSO of Tajikistan uses labour
force and living standards sample surveys to cblieabormation on international labour
migration. Special questions (‘migration module®® included in the survey program, to collect
information on the country of destination, durat@frabsence, and some socio-demographic and
economic characteristics of migrants. In LFS-2009additional questionnaire was included for
return labour migrants. It contained special qoestithat helped to clarify legality and sphere of
employment in the country of destination, duratiminstay and reason for returning home,
knowledge of the Russian language and impact oha@uod crisis on decision to migrate. A
special set of questions dealt with issues of etgilon and human trafficking.

30. An additional presentation from UNHCR provided teneral context of collections of migration
data through sample surveys. Basic advantagestaimges of surveys were mentioned from
the viewpoint of methodology, sampling, costs apds. It was emphasized that sample surveys
are a convenient tool to measure both positiveraghtive impact of migration for sending and
receiving countries and migrants themselves.

SESSION 6. REGIONAL COOPERATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING

31.The IOM representative shared the organization& gRperience in supporting the governments
in countries in the Eastern Europe, the Caucasus Gentral Asia region with collecting
migration data, specifically on the basis of a ggcdesigned data sharing mechanism (DSM).
The DSM became a pilot regional tool aimed at asking well-known challenges of
international migration statistics, in particulaata availability and quality in the global context.
On a regular basis, the participating countrievidied data in an electronic format upon several
agreed indicators and, in exchange, acquired atoesatistics of other partner states. The DSM
pilot initiative helped the Eastern Europe, the €&mus and Central Asia countries to enhance
their practical cooperation, both at the natiomalel, among concerned state authorities, and
across the region. Although the scope of colledath was limited, it included such key basic
information as stocks and flows of internationalgrants, work permits, border statistics and
asylum data. The DSM was a dynamically developiystesn that included training of staff,
regular communication between main data produasisugers and a technical support group. It
has demonstrated a rather quick and low-cost solut very important problems met by the
countries in the sphere of statistics of internalanigration.

32.Problems of data collection and dissemination atrédgional level were covered in the CisStat
presentation. Quality of data on migration greallgpends on population censuses in the
countries of the region. Sample surveys shoulddweldped, but sampling may be an issue. Not
all the countries could afford population registthough it is perhaps the best source of various
data on migration. Compilation of statistics fronffetent sources is necessary for improving
understanding and distinguishing different catezggomf migrations and migrants. Taking into
account the fact that statistics are collectedy steould be available to users and the access to
them (statistics) should be discussed and prowaetthe CisStat webpage.



SESSION 7. PRACTICAL STEPSTO STRENGTHEN NATIONAL CAPACITIES, DATA AVAILABILITY
AND EXCHANGE

33.UNDESA presented the report of the Commission oterfrational Migration Data for
Development Research and Policy “Migrants counte FSteps Toward Better Migration Data”
(2009). Five basic recommendations on how to iwgrhe situation quickly and at a low-cost
make the essence of the report. In the reportam tef prominent experts recommends that
NSOs/collection agencies should:

» Ask basic census questions, and make the tabidategers publicly available;

» Compile and release existing administrative data;

» Centralize Labor Force surveys’ individual recoid® a single, harmonized, annually
updated database;

* Provide access to microdata, and not just tabulgtio

* Include migration modules in a greater number afteng household surveys.

34.The presentation ended with a recommendation tonparg attention to data dissemination and
sharing, taking into account good practices boihtatnational, regional or bilateral level.

35.Discussion of the report on “Five Steps Toward @&ettligration Data” demonstrated that

national priorities, and what is more importantjliasés, may vary significantlyAlthough all
representatives agreed that recommendations ayawse in general, some of them could not be
so easily implemented in the countries of the neglae to financial or organizational obstacles.
Censuses in all countries collect data on corectopn migration, but tabulation is not always
done in a proper way. Sample surveys have beenuctedl in a few States of the region in
different years and through different programs, ibig not possible to centralize the information
obtained. Access to microdata is still rare intdgion and data from administrative sources still
are not available in majority of the States.

36.UNECE proposed a discussion on possible ways abkshing a clearing-house for collecting,
storing and providing access to statistics of maéional migration — both stocks and flows in the
region. International organizations like UNECE, QE@Eurostat, World Bank etc. already have
experience of such work that could be extendedete data and new countries. Some principal
considerations must be taken into account whileusising the plans for the clearing-house:
making sure that 1) there is no duplication of #xgsdata collection systems; 2) there is a clear
added value for final users; 3) countries are readyarticipate and 4) the mechanism can be set
up and maintained with resources available in UNEB@H NSOs. Before promoting any new
initiative it should be discussed what functionsnvibuld fulfill (data sharing only, or public
dissemination), what data and from which sourceslavtbe the subject for sharing and what
countries would be involved. Technical solutionsdafta communication should be a special
topic for discussion and further elaboration.

37.The UNECE presented a proposal on the developnfeat toolkit, focusing on its contents.
During the discussion the participants’ suggesked the toolkit should be relatively short, and
targeted to identified groups: statisticians, peheakers, individuals responsible for migration
management in different agencies, researchers eprésentatives of mass media. Each group
meets the same or special problems related to daltaction, processing, availability or
interpretation. The toolkit is planned to be a guidat helps both users and producers to have a
compact and comprehensive view on how the dataldh@ucollected, tabulated, published and
understood. It was proposed that the participafteat on what should be added or eliminated in
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the draft version of the Toolkit's contents. Theaftircontained definitions in statistics of
international migration, data sources, examplesg@bd and not-so-good practices in data
collection or publication, and a list of links teaful sources and bibliography.

38.Group work was an important part of the workshope Pparticipants were divided into groups
and discussed various issues and problems idehtifieadvance by the organizers. These
activities were focused on:

» Data needs and the availability of data for polegking: current situation and plans for the
near future;

 Evaluation of the country replies to the internadéibmigration questionnaire on stocks and
flows;

 Planning the 2010-round population census;

» Using administrative sources to produce migrattatisics;

» Discussion of the recommendations and plans toawgmigration statistics in the region.

39.The discussion of data needs demonstrated asymroetngeded and available statistics and
different interests in the countries of the regiGountries of origin emphasized that information
on emigration for permanent residence is considetéficiently good, but there are no reliable
methods to measure temporary emigration, espeélyghly skilled migrants, and to estimate
return migration. Countries with intensive frontraovement need adequate border statistics. It
was mentioned that the estimation of traffickingl aaxploitation of migrant-minors is also a
challenge.

40.The group work on countries’ replies on internadiiomigration questionnaire demonstrated that
in many countries data on stocks are availableaaadbased on the most recent census results,
which are in some cases out-of-date. One of tHedlif areas refers to data on flows by reason
for move (type of permit). National data collectisystems have different classifications of
reason for move (as data on flows could be obtafnemh different sources). This makes it
difficult to adapt statistics to the questionnaamplate format. However the countries motivated
insufficient response with lack of time they hadhatir disposal, rather than lack of data. It was
decided to continue data collection and completadimplates after the meeting.

41.As part of the group work on censuses, NSOs frameticountries presented their plans for the
next population census, including questions on atign, data tabulation, publication and access.
NSO of Georgia presented plans to implement emaranodule in the next census. The first
experience was conducted in 2002 Census. A sepauationnaire is addressed to household
members of an absentee, to collect information omersle characteristics of the migrant,
including reasons for move, marital status, edooati attainment, etc. Only those migrants that
have been absent from the country for 1 year amdeo will be enumerated through this
guestionnaire, while the previous census colleatéatmation on all absentees. Although data
are not flawless especially if all household mersbdeave emigrated, this approach provides an
opportunity to obtain information on destination evhigration, migrants’ occupation, age and
gender composition.

42.The Statistical Committee of Ukraine is workingtbe upcoming census program. Following the
CES recommendations on 2010 Population Censuseasingkhad included new questions to the
census questionnaire. Besides place of birth amkoship that have already been asked in the
previous census, the respondent should answersdigu®n having resided abroad for one year
and longer and then specify the country of stayyaat of return.



43.The Russian Federation is going to conduct a ceinsOstober 2010 and will include questions
that have been always used in the recent Russ@$aviet Union censuses: questions on place
of birth and duration of residence. Only one newegtion was added to the ‘migration module’
since 2002: place of residence at a fixed momeet ywar prior to the census. Questions on
migration in 2010 Census will be addressed to thmlev population while in the previous
censuses a 25% sampling was used. For budgetasydeoations some core and non-core (but
important for the Russian Federation) questionsevexcluded from the first version of census
program, for instance - if a person has ever lalebad for one year and over, and the method of
citizenship acquisition. Data will be tabulated gneblished both in hardcopy and online. The
possibility of access to microdata is still undescdssion.

44.The discussion on how administrative sources aedl ue produce migration statistics was
organized into three break-out groups:

» Group 1 discussed how administrative records aeel trs obtain data on labour migration
and concluded that administrative systems measireut inward migration much better
than outward migration.

» Group 2 discussed whether administrative sourceseally used to diversify statistics of
migration in the country and found out that sommisdstrative data are still not available
for the users; for instance visa statistics, datgersons with double citizenship, statistics
on residence permits and citizenship acquisitionrédver, published administrative data
are not available by age, sex and other charattsrigf migrants.

» Group 3 focused on quality of administrative datal@ng-term migration. Data collected
from the system of population registration in acplaf residence are the principal and most
long-standing source of flow statistics, howeveeréh are still some issues regarding
coverage and data accuracy.

45.The group work on plans to improve migration ste$sin the region focused on the discussion
on the possible establishment of a clearing-hotmefive recommendations for better migrants
count and the proposal on the toolkit for guidaanestatistics of migration. It was emphasized
that while planning the establishment of clearimgide and data exchange it is worth taking into
account what data do really exist and are availaibtbe countries. The nine tables prepared by
the UNDESA and sent to the countries of the red@mndata collection in connection with the
workshop could be a good starting point. An auttedibody with a responsible person should be
chosen or established at the regional level to rdmate data collection, storage and
dissemination.

46.In the wrap up session the main conclusions obdath&ing the meeting and the discussions
were summarised. It was decided to continue amattéo collect full set of data at the request of
UN DESA, although some data are missing and, whkatnore important, some national
definitions of migrants also differ. Many of tharficipants were inspired to publish more data
on migration on the NSOs’ websites, and to stineulaational administrative bodies to start
publication of statistics and improve availabiléyd diversity of administrative statistics at a
national level. The participants emphasized thdéulrsess of the workshop to better understand
the practical activities undertaken by the coustaoéthe region, and improve the production and
dissemination of statistics of international migvat
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47.Most countries demonstrated keen interest in bahtnd multilateral data exchanges and some
agreements were already achieved during the distisssSome of the participants focused on
the most daunting problems that limit capacity dinigy at a national level.
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