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The document informs the CES Bureau of the progress of work of the Task Force on
measuring extreme events and disasters. Taking into consideration the recent
developments in international policy frameworks, the Task Force has updated its terms of
reference to align with the related international activities and their timing, and is asking
the Bureau to extend its working time for two years. The CES Bureau also reviewed the
updated terms of reference, provided in Addendum 1 to this document.

l. INTRODUCTION

1. The Bureau of the Conference of European Statistsc{CES) set up thieask Force on
measuring extreme events and disasters in February 2015, as a follow-up to an in-depthew
conducted in October 2014.

2. The main objective of the Task Force is to clatifie role of official statistics in
providing data related to extreme events and disgsand identify practical steps for national
statistical offices (NSOs), in coordination withtioaal agencies responsible for disaster
management, to support disaster management ancedsktion.

3. The Task Force was foreseen to work for two years| June 2017.

4, Members of the Task Force represent NSOs of Armdtaly (chair), Kazakhstan,
Mexico, Republic of Moldova, New Zealand, Niger&guth Africa and Turkey. Furthermore,
the following international organizations are memsbef the Task Force: the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQhe Joint Research Centre of the
European Commission (JRC), Eurostat, UN-ECLAC, UBIZAP and its Expert Group on
Disaster-related Statistics in Asia and the Padfie United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNISDR), the World Health OrganizatiadhHO) and the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO).

5. From the start, the Task Force has cooperated Iglogth the Asia-Pacific Expert
Group on Disaster-related Statistics (UN-ESCAP Ex@eoup) and UNISDR, and taken into
account their work.
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6. The UN-ESCAP Expert Group was established in 2B30AP resolution 70/2 on
“Disaster-related statistics in Asia and the Pagifilts aim is to improve the availability and
use of a core set of statistics to support devetoyrof disaster risk reduction policies in the
ESCAP region and to monitor progress toward targetst international level, particularly the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 200302(Sendai Framework)One key
outcome of the UN-ESCAP Expert Group is a draftaBier Related Statistics Framework
which is currently being pilot tested. The UN-ESCEBRpert group will provide its final report
in May 2018 to the UN-ESCAP Commission.

II.  INTERNATIONAL POLICY DEVELOPMENTSRELATED TO EXTREME
EVENTSAND DISASTERS

7. After the setting up of the Task Force, several drtgmt international policy
developments have taken place that have strondliyemced the work. These include the
adoption of theSendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 in March 2015, the
adoption of the2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in September 2015 and of the SDG
indicators in March 2016, as well as the adoptibthe Paris Climate Agreement in December
2015.

8. To implement the Sendai framework, the United Naidseneral Assembly (GA)
established on 3 June 2015 tB©pen-ended Intergovernmental Expert Working Group on
indicators and terminology relating to disaster risk reduction (OEIWGY. OEIWG has
convened in three formal sessions between Septe2diérand November 2016 and agreed on
the set of indicators to measure global progresshimm implementation of the Sendai
Framework, and the related terminology.

9. The Task Force has followed closely the OEIWG wurkidentify disaster-related
information needs. The Task Force has also conétbun substance to the work on key terms
and definitions to improve alignment with statiaticoncepts enabling wider use of statistical
data.

10. OEIWG presented its report (Advance Unedited Vergi/1/644) in December 2016.
This report recommends 38 global indicators for sneament of the seven global targets of the
Sendai Framework, establishes definitions for leyns, suggests a classification of hazards,
and makes a proposal for follow-up work to operaie the indicators.

1. PROGRESS OF WORK OF THE TASK FORCE UNTIL 31 DECEMBER 2016

11. The Task Force held six web conferences betweea 20h5 and November 2016 and
worked using a shared wiki platform. Two face-toefaneetings were held with the members
of the task force who were present at other relatedtings: in Geneva on 9 February 2016
(lunch meeting at the second Session of OEIWG)@and October 2016 (back-to-back with

the Expert Forum on Climate Change-related Stesisti

A. Achievements of the Task Force

12. The Task Force reviewed the currently availableciaff statistics and practices adopted
by countries in statistics on extreme events asdsliers. The results clarify:

1 A/IRES/69/283
2 AIRES/69/284



ECE/CES/BUR/2017/FEB/8
page 3

the current role of NSOs in this area;

institutional cooperation;

main data needs of stakeholders;

main challenges;

main data sources and data sharing;

existing key statistics about extreme events asdstiers, and
the current use of geospatial information.

13. The main tool for this review was a survey on stais related to extreme events and

disasters which the Task Force conducted in ApayM016. The survey also helped to

identify the potential future role of NSOs in theoguction of statistics related to extreme

events and disasters, and the need for guidelm®seecommendations in this area. The survey
was sent to NSOs of all CES member countries inl 2046, and 40 countries replied

14. The Task Force presented the main results of thegwn statistics related to extreme
events and disasters at the Expert Forum on ClitGatenge-related Statistics (Geneva, 5-7
October 2016) with the following key points:

a)

b)

f)
9)

h)

In most countries NSOs are not the authority resipds for statistics on
extreme events and disasters, there is a wide minggher national institutions
producing these kind of statistics (ranging frone ém seven);

Most NSOs are at an early development stage ootlget produce statistics for
the purposes of analysing extreme events and disast

Most NSOs believe they should play a bigger rolprimducing statistics related
to extreme events and disasters, including takmtha coordination role;

In most countries official statistics are used &amtivities related to extreme
events and disasters by other agencies. This ieslymbpulation statistics,
housing statistics, economic statistics and agticailstatistics;

Data needs for quick emergency response cannotyalsa served by NSOs,
due to limited possibilities for spatial disaggreéga, data quality issues and
lack of communication and coordination;

Statistical confidentiality is a constraint in singrdata;

Guidelines, recommendations, best practices, iatemmal standards etc. in this
area would be needed primarily for methodologyirgtdns and the integration
of geospatial information;

International organisations can play an importatd r

i. To develop a conceptual framework which allowsawdli statistics to serve
different policy frameworks in a coherent and cetesit way, such as
SDGs, Sendai Framework and the Paris Agreementioraté Change;

ii. To develop internationally comparable methodoldgicstandards,
classifications, recommendations and guidance;

iii. To provide platforms for sharing experiences analdgaractices.

® Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia &ferzegovina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia,afieg
Czechia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Hundesland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuarialta,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, New Zealand, Norwayilppines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Sweden, Slaitzk Turkey, United Kingdom, Ukraine
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B. Contributionsto related inter national work

15. The Task Force has provided substantive contribstio the OEIWG work: the Task
Force prepared two substantive comments on disedtded terminology and the
classification of hazards, and contributed to thenulation of follow-up recommendations of
the OEIWG final report to the General Assembly (Adge Unedited Version A/71/644,
December 2016).

16. On the suggestion of the Task Force, in close aatpe with UN-ESCAP and
UNISDR, OEIWG included in itsreport to the General Assembly the recommendation to
involve the statistical community in the follow-up work to operationalize the indicator s of
the Sendai Framework.

17. The Task Force has strengthened the cooperatiarebetthe statistical community and
the “disaster risk community”. The representatieésJRC, UNISDR and WMO emphasized
the importance of continuous involvement of thetistigal community in international
processes related to disaster risk managementverademeetings. As a result, all partners
recognize the importance of official statisticsradgti-purpose tool for the operationalization of
the Sendai Framework Indicators, for the alignmeitih SDG indicators and future reporting
requirements under the Paris Agreement. This 3 r@fected in the section “Follow-up and
operationalization of the indicators” of the OEIWe&port.

18. The Task Force has presented its work and discysisehed activities in different
international expert groups. This included a wepeesentation at th@&d meeting of the Asia-
Pacific Expert Group on Disaster-related Statistics (Bangkok, 29 October 2015), a
presentation at th&vMO Disaster Risk Reduction User-Interface Expert Advisory Group on
Hazard and Risk Analysis (Geneva, 15-17 December 2015), an interventioth@tJNISDR
Science and Technology Partnership and the Science and Technology Road Map to 2030
(Geneva, 27-29 January 2016), supporting the paéiparof, and participating in, the session
Aligning 2015 agreements through multi-purpose disaster-related data and statistics at the UN
World Data Forum (Cape Town, 16 January 2017) and the organisafi@pecific sessions at
the 2015 and 2016 Expert Fora on Climate Change-related statistics.

V. PROPOSED NEXT STEPS

19. The Task Force will take into account in the ndefps the most recent developments
related to the outcomes of OEIWG. The Inter-ageaeg Expert Group on SDG Indicators
(IAEG-SDGs) adopted at its meeting in November 2@ié indicators recommended by
OIEWG relating to SDGs 1, 11 and 13. The indicaiwill be presented to the A&ession of
the UN Statistical Commission in March 2017 for ewal. This is a good example of
ensuring coherence between measurement of SDGshan8endai framework, and further
underlines the need to develop robust multi-purpodgermation sources. The future
developments related to reporting requirementshef Raris Agreement on Climate Change
should be also taken into account in the work efftlsk Force.

20. The OEIWG report published recently (December 20i65)an important policy
document that defines global indicators and relageohinology. Its section “Follow-up and
operationalization of the indicators” recommendsingolve the statistical community to
develop minimum standards and metadata for diseslimied data, statistics and analysis, to
provide technical support to member states andet@ldp technical guidance material. The
OEIWG results have a strong influence on the wdrthe Task Force.
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21. The overall goal is to ensure that official statstvould serve the multiple information
needs related to disaster-risk management andtiggpoconsistent with information needs of
other policy frameworks such as SDGs and the Pagieement on Climate Change. To
achieve this, the “statistical community” and thadisaster risk community” have to work
closely together to develop common methodologilessdications, and guidance documents.

22. At the sessiorAligning 2015 agreements through multi-purpose disaster-related data

and statistics at the UN World Data Forum (Cape Town, 16 January 2016) participants agreed
to establish a global partnership on disasteredlastatistics. The work of the global
partnership will support efforts to improve statistfor monitoring SDGs. The work should
build on the progress already made by the UNECK Fasce on Measuring Extreme Events
and Disasters and the UN-ESCAP Expert Group.

23. The UN-ESCAP Expert Group is still working on thas@ster Related Statistics
Framework, also taking into consideration the rec@mdations of OEIWG.

24. In view of the above and to take into account teeent developments related to
extreme events and disastdie Task Force proposesitsterms of referenceto be extended

for two more years to finalise its work. The proposed next steps are based on the Task
Force’s survey on statistics related to extremenesvand disasters in April-May 2016, the
recommendations of the Expert Forum on Climate Geaelated Statistics, the discussions
with UN-ESCAP and UNISDR and the OEIWG report. Traesk Force will:

a) Continue the work to clarify the role of NSOs andftiRecommendations on the
measurement of extreme events and disasters. The work, led by the Task Force will
benefit from inputs from the UN-ESCAP Expert Gram UNISDR;

b) Contribute to the development of a framework faadgter-related statistics, led by
the UN-ESCAP Expert Group;

c) Contribute to the development of methodologiesSendai Framework Indicators
and drafting of guidance documents on national tang and data exchange
frameworks, led by UNISDR;

d) Participate in the global partnership on disastated statistics.

25. It was also recommended, if possible, to enlargegographical representation of the
Task Force with countries from other regions.

26. The updated Terms of Reference are presented imukrd
ECE/CES/BUR/2017/FEB/8/Add.1.
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