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Statistical publications - the 
librarian’s view

Paul Pedley

 The Economist 
Intelligence Unit’s role 
within the Group:

• 2nd biggest part of the 
Group

• B2B arm

The Economist Group
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Subscribe to around 1500 journals
Obtain material for each country from:
- national statistical offices
- central banks
- ministries of finance
- international organisations
- commercial publishers
etc

Country data
Industry data

Telecomms & IT
Food, beverages, tobacco
Consumer markets and retailing
Tourism
Financial services
Automotive
Healthcare & pharmaceuticals
Energy

Business environment data
Commodities data
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Formats

Print
- journals
- directories
Electronic
- online databases
- CD-ROM
- ejournal
- MS Word
- MS Excel
- PDF

Databases/online sources

Examples include:
United Nations Common Database
SourceOECD
IFS Online
Foreign direct investment database 

(UNCTAD)
Haver
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General international statistics

OECD - main economic indicators
OECD - economic outlook
UN - statistical yearbook
World Bank - World Development Indicators
UNDP - Human Development Indicators
World Bank - Global Development Finance 
UNCTAD - World Investment Report
IMF - International Financial Statistics

International organisations

Advantages
comparable
inexpensive
available
historical series
well established

Disadvantages
time factor
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Problems with official statistics

Standardisation of data

Time Factor

Interpretation of data

Terminology

Non-official statistics

Market research companies 
Trade associations 
Trade journals
Academic institutions
Financial institutions
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Non-official statistics

More detail
Up-to-date
Flexibility
Different types of data
Analysis and commentary

Non-official statistics

Quality
Reliability
Frequency 
Availability
Presentation
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Business models

Subscription
One-off copies
Pay as you go

Custom research

Country Analysis
Risk Assessment
Pricing Surveys
Benchmarking and Competitive Analysis
Strategic Industry Analysis
Data, Modelling and Forecasting
Market Entry and Planning
Issues Tracking
Presentations
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Updates

Pro-active
Reactive
Alerts
Data feeds

WebStat, Statistics Finland


