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N 1 D1 Why focus on personal norms
~ such as family obligations?

e To assess whether policy measures are in
keeping with people’s attitudes

e To develop policies that consider people’s
preferences

e Family obligations say something about a
country’s cultural climate, and about individual
circumstances
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1 Research questions

N

 Descriptive, i.e. how strong are people’s
feelings of obligation in different countries

« Explanatory, i.e. variations in feelings of
family obligation by social-structural
circumstances and cultural background
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~' 7 Two measures

e Caring for needy parents is children’s
responsibility (unconditional)

e Children should adjust their working lives to
the needs of parents (conditional)

Data from six countries (Bulgaria, Russia,
Hungary, France, Germany, Netherlands)
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N 1 Dl Children should take responsibility for caring for
 their parents when their parents are in need

Bulgaria Russia Hungary France Germany Netherlands
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N T D 1 Children should adjust their working lives
~ to the needs of parents

Bulgaria Russia Hungary France Germany Netherlands
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 lives) by social-structural circumstances

N ﬁ Differences in family obligations (adjust working
and cultural background (OLS-regression)

Female -0.06*
Age -0.00
No education 0.62**
Secondary 0.15**
General vocational (ref.) 0.00
Higher / university -0.03
Consensual union -0.10%***
Married 0.03
Single (ref.) 0.00
Fulltime job -0.05**
Parttime job 0.04
Jobless (ref.) 0.00

continued, ...
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 lives) by social-structural circumstances

N ﬁ Differences in family obligations (adjust working
and cultural background (OLS-regression)

Parent(s) alive 0.03

# of siblings 0.02*

# of children -0.04**
Bulgaria 0. 27***
Russia 0.87***
Hungary 1.01***
Germany (ref.) 0.00
France -0.86***
Netherlands -0.02*

NB. The analyses took clustering of individuals in
countries into consideration.
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Conclusion

e East — west divide (caution to extrapolate
findings based on western populations)

e Large country differences other than
differences in population composition

e Future analyses: GGP contextual database

e Future analyses: how well do feelings of family
obligation predict exchanges of support
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