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REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN POPULATION FORUM 2004 

A. Attendance and organisation of work 
 
1. The European Population Forum 2004 was a high-level expert meeting held in 
Geneva, Switzerland, from 12-14 January 2004. Hosted by the Swiss Government, the 
Forum was jointly organised by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The Swiss Government, in 
particular the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation and the Swiss Federal 
Statistical Office, plus the UNFPA provided financial support for the organisation of the 
Forum. The International Planned Parenthood Federation - European Network (IPPF-
EN) in Brussels, Belgium, and the International Foundation for Population and 
Development (IFPD) in Lausanne, Switzerland, provided additional support. A group of 
experts, the Advisory Group, assisted the organisers.  
 
2. The Forum was held within the context of the decennial review and appraisal of 
the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development (ICPD) held in Cairo, Egypt, in September 1994. The 
theme of the Forum was “Population Challenges and Policy Responses”. Among other 
things, it considered important, newly emerging population changes, examined the 
challenges they pose and identified best policy responses to them. In this context, the 
Forum examined the implementation of the ICPD-related regional and global agreements  
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of the 1990s in the UNECE region, particularly for countries in transition. It also 
considered how the region can further the implementation of these agreements in the 
future. 
 
3. The Forum was opened by Ambassador Walter Fust, Director General of the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, on behalf of the Government of 
Switzerland. During the opening session the Forum heard statements by Mrs. Thoraya A. 
Obaid, Executive Director, UNFPA; Mrs. Brigita Schmögnerová, Executive Secretary, 
UNECE; Mr. Poul Nielson, Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid of the 
European Commission; and Mr. John Murray, Head, Social Policy Department on behalf 
of the Council of Europe.1 
 
4. Experts from the executive and legislative branches of government, academic and 
research institutes and the private sector from the following UNECE member States took 
part in the Forum: Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Republic of Moldova, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, United 
Kingdom, Ukraine, United States and Uzbekistan. 
 
5. Experts of the following United Nations departments, specialised agencies, 
organisations and joint programmes attended the Forum: the United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the United Nations Department for 
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the 
International Migration Policy Programme (IMP), the United Nations International 
Institute on Ageing (INIA), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), the World Bank, and the World 
Health Organisation’s headquarters and the Regional Office for Europe (WHO/EURO). 
 
6. The Forum was attended by experts of the following intergovernmental 
organisations: the Council of Europe, the European Commission of the European Union, 
the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD), the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and the International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM).  
 
7. The Forum was also attended by experts from the following international and 
national foundations and non-governmental organisations: Actinvest International, Action 
Canada for Population and Development (ACPD), Armenian Charitable Foundation on 
Population Development, Associação para o Planeamento da Família (Portugal), Austrian 
Family Planning Organization, Bulgarian Family Planning and Sexual Health Association 
(BFPA), Catholics for a Free Choice, Centre for Health and Gender Equity-Change 

                                                 
1 Copies are available from the Forum website: http//www.unece.org/pau/epf/ 
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(USA), Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe (CCME), Commonwealth 
Medical Trust (Commat), Danish Family Planning Association, Deutsche Stiftung 
Weltbevoelkerung (DSW), Ecole Supérieure de Travail Social (ESTS/IES), Equilibres et 
Populations (France), European Forum on Population Ageing, European Network on 
Sexual and Reproductive Rights (Netherlands), Family Care International (FCI, USA), 
Family Federation of Finland, Family Planning Association of Armenia, Family Planning 
Association of Turkey, Family Planning Association (United Kingdom), Federacion de 
Planificacion Familiar de España, Federation for Women and Family Planning (Poland), 
Flemish Centre for Services and Expertise with regard to Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS, 
Gender and Development NGO (Tajikistan), Georgian Planned Parenthood Federation, 
German National Committee of the International Council on Social Welfare (ICSW), 
Groupe Intermigra, IAMENEH, Interact Worldwide (United Kingdom), International 
Advocacy, International Association for Maternal and Neonatal Health, International 
Centre for Migration and Health (ICMH, Switzerland), International Catholic Migration 
Commission, International Foundation for Population and Development (IFPD), 
International Ecology and Health Fund (ECOSAN, Uzbekistan), International Family 
Health, International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), International Planned 
Parenthood Federation European Network (IPPF–EN), Irish Family Planning 
Association, Italian Association for Women in Development (AIDOS), Japanese 
Organization for International Cooperation in Family Planning (JOICFP2), Kazakhstan 
Association on Reproductive Health, Latvia’s Association of Family Planning and Sexual 
Health "Papardes Zieds" (LAFPSH), Marie Stopes International, Mouvement Français 
pour le Planning Familial (France), National Centre of Problems of Healthy Style of Life 
(Kazakhstan), Network Public Health Program, NGO Committee on Ageing, Open 
Society Institute (USA), PLANeS, Swiss Foundation for Sexual and Reproductive 
Health, Population Action International, Population Institute (USA), Pro-Familia 
Germany, Reproductive Health of Adolescents NGO (Tajikistan), Romanian NGO 
Coalition for Reproductive Health, Rotarian Fellowship for Population and Development, 
Rotary International, Russian Family Planning Association, Sensoa (Belgium), SOCIOUS 
(Moldova), Swedish Association for Sex Education (RFSU), Swiss Society for 
Gerontology, “You Act”, Youth Coalition (Canada), Youth Group, World Population 
Foundation (Netherlands), Zonta International and Uzbek Association on Reproductive 
Health (UARH).  
 
8. In addition, members of the Permanent Missions of Canada, Denmark, Romania, 
Serbia and Montenegro and the Holy See were present during the Forum.  
  
9. A complete list of participants is contained in Annex I: List of participants. 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 Japan is a member of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific of 
the United Nations (ESCAP). 
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B. Agenda 

 
10. The agenda of the Forum (ECE/AC.27/2004/1) was as follows: 
 
 a). Opening  
 b). Keynote addresses: “Population and development in Europe during the 

last decade” 
 c). Thematic session 1:  “Global population and development trends: the 

European view 
 d) Thematic session 2:  “Childbearing and parenting in low fertility 

countries: enabling choices” 
 e). Thematic session 3:  “Morbidity, mortality and reproductive health: 
  facing challenges in transition countries” 
 f). Thematic session 4:  “International migration: promoting management 

and integration” 
 g). Keynote addresses: Policy challenges of Europe’s demographic changes: 

cross-cutting issues” 
 

 h). Closing  

C. Chairpersons of the Forum 
 
11. The Government of Switzerland was the overall Chair of the Forum. The session 
chairpersons were as follows: 
 

a). Opening:      Ambassador Walter Fust 
       Director General 
       Swiss Agency for Development 

and Cooperation 
 
 b). Keynote addresses: “Population and Mrs. Thoraya A. Obaid 

 development in Europe during the Executive Director 
 last decade”    UNFPA 
 
c). Thematic session 1: Global   Ambassador Walter Fust 
 population and development trends: Director General, Swiss Agency for 
 the European view    Development and Cooperation 

 
 d). Thematic session 2: “Childbearing Dr. Steven Sinding 
  and parenting in low fertility  Director General 
  countries: enabling choices  International Planned Parenthood 
        Federation (IPPF) 
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e). Thematic session 3: Morbidity,   Mrs. Lynette Lowndes 

  mortality and reproductive health:  Head, European Department 
  facing challenges in transition  Federation of Red Cross and 
  countries     Red Crescent Societies 
 
 f). Thematic session 4: “International Mr. Gervais Appave 
  migration: promoting management Director 
  and integration    Migration Policy and Research 
        International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) 
 
 g). Keynote addresses: Policy   Mrs. Janina Jozwiak 
  challenges of Europe’s demographic President 
  changes: cross-cutting issues  European Association for 

Population 
        Studies (EAPS) 
 
 h). Closing     Mrs. Thoraya A. Obaid 
        Executive Director 
        UNFPA 
 

D. Review of Substantive Themes 
 
12. The Forum reviewed the substantive issues on the agenda (items 3-6) on the basis 
of background documents3, presentations by experts at the thematic sessions followed by 
an open debate4. The list of background documents is contained in Annex II and details 
on the thematic sessions are presented in Annex III. 

E. General Debate and Summary of Obligations 
 
13. On the basis of the background documents, the presentations at the thematic 
sessions and observations made by participants, a draft Closing Statement on the results 
of the Forum was prepared by the Secretariat assisted by a group of experts, the “friends 
of the Chair”, selected from among specialists from governments and NGOs.  On the 
basis of the Closing Statement a more detailed “Summary of the Deliberations” was 
prepared. 
 
14. Immediately following the second keynote session, Mr. Werner Haug, Director of 
the Swiss Federal Statistical Office, on behalf of the Government of Switzerland as Chair 

                                                 
3 Background documents and other information on the Forum was available before the 
Forum at the Forum website: http://www.unece.org/pau/epf/ 
 
4 Presentations by panellists and observations made by participants during the debate are 
posted on the Forum website: http://www.unece.org/pau/epf/ 
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of the Forum, made an oral presentation of the Closing Statement on the results of the 
Forum (See Annex IV). 
 
15. The Forum was informed that thanks to the good offices of the Government of 
Switzerland, the Summary of the Deliberations would be forwarded to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations for consideration. 
 
16. The Forum was informed that in addition to the Summary of the Deliberations, a 
formal report  (ECE/AC.27/2004/2) and proceedings of the meeting would be prepared 
by the Secretariat and distributed. 
 
17. During the closing session the Forum heard statements by:  Mrs. Adelheid Bürgi-
Schmelz, Director General, Swiss Federal Statistical Office; Mr. Steven Sinding, Director 
General, IPPF; Mr. Jérôme Vignon, Director, Social Protection and Social Integration, 
DG Employment and Social Affairs, European Commission; Ms. Janina Jozwiak, 
President, EAPS; Mrs Ruth Genner, President, Inter-European Parliamentarian Forum on 
Population and Development; Mr. Miroslav Macura, Chief, PAU on behalf of the 
Executive Secretary of UNECE; and Mrs. Thoraya A. Obaid, Executive Director, 
UNFPA.  
 
18. Mrs. Thoraya A. Obaid closed the Forum.  
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Annex I: List of participants 

 
INVITED EXPERTS 

ALBANIA 
 
Mrs. Valentina Leskaj Mr. Armand Skapi 
Member of Parliament Director, International Organizations 
   Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
ARMENIA 

 
Mrs. Gayane Avagyan Mr. Albert Khachatryan 
Obstetric-Gynecologist President 
State Medical University Armenian Charitable Foundation on Population 
   Development 
 
AUSTRIA 

Mr. Richard Gisser Ms. Ursula Haubner 
Vice Director State Secretary for Families, Generations and 
Vienna Institute of Demography Consumer Protection 
Austrian Academy of Sciences Austrian Academy of Sciences Consumer Protection 
   Federal Ministry for Social Security and Generations 

Ms. Elisabeth Hlavac Mr. Walter Lichem 
Member of Parliament Director  
   Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 
Mr. Bernd Marin Mrs. Elisabeth Pracht 
Executive Director Executive Director 
U.N: European Centre for Social Family Planning Association 
Welfare Policy and Research 
 
AZERBAIJAN 

Ms. Malahat Hasanova 
Member of Parliament 
 
BELARUS 
 
Ms. Galina Butovskaya Ms. Irina Chutkova 
Head  Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare 
Division of Humanitarian Cooperation  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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Ms. Galina Hasuk Mr. Zinaida Sevkovskaya 
First Deputy Minister Specialist in Reproductive Health 
Ministry of Statistics and Analysis Department of Reproductive Health 
  Scientific Research Institute for Mother and Child  
  Care 
 
BELGIUM 
 
Ms. Vicky Claeys Mr. Neil Datta 
Regional Director Parliamentary Project Coordinator 
International Planned Parenthood - Inter European Parliamentary Forum on Federation - 
European Network  Population and Development Secretariat 
 
Mr. Alejandro Garrido y Altamirano Ms. Therese Jacobs  
Programme & Advocacy Assistant Director, Scientific Institute of the Flemish  
Inter European Parliamentary Forum on  Community in Belgium 
Population and Development Secretariat Population and Family Study Centre 
 
Mrs. Lut Joris Dr. Torsten Moritz 
Coordinator Project Secretary 
International Advocacy Project Sensoa  Churches’ Commission for Migrants in Europe 
 
Mr. Ronald C. Schoenmaeckers  Ms. AnnVan Lancker 
Scientific Director, Scientific Institute Member 
of the Flemish Community in Belgium European Parliament 
 
Population and Family Study Centre 
Ms. Eef Wuyts 
Research Analyst 
International Planned Parenthood Federation - 
European Network 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
 
Ms. Maida Fetahagic Dr. Nada Sofronic-Ler 
Deputy Manager Director 
Institute for Development Planning Women and Society, Research, Policy and  
of Sarajevo Advocacy Center 
 
BULGARIA 
 
Ms. Stefka Blazheva Ms. Radosveta Todorova Stamenkova 
Chief Expert Executive Director 
National Statistical Institute Bulgarian Family Planning and Sexual Health  
   Association 
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Mr. Nikola Vassilev 
Chair 
National Committee on Reproductive Health 
 
CANADA 
 
Hon. Raynell Andreychuk Ms. Rosaline Frith 
Senator Director General 
   Integration, Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
    
Dr. Anne H. Gauthier Ms. Gemma Hobcraft 
Professor of Comparative Public Policy Member 
University of Calgary Youth Coalition 
 
Ms. Louise Holt Ms. Jennifer Kitts 
Civil Servant Senior Advisor 
Department of Foreign Affairs Action Canada for Population and Development 
 
Ms. Shannon Kowalski-Morton Ms. Katherine McDonald 
Member Executive Director 
Youth Coalition Action Canada for Population and Development 
 
Mr. Victor Piche 
Professor, Department of Demography 
University of Montreal 
 
CROATIA 
 
Ms. Snjezana Mrdjen 
Lecturer, Department of Geography 
University of Zadar 
 
CYPRUS 
 
Mrs. Ionna Chappa 
Head, Demography, Health and Education 
Statistical Service of Cyprus 
Ministry of Finance 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
Mr. Stanislav Drapal  Mr. Ladislav Rabusic  
Vice President  University Professor  
Czech Statistical Office School of Social Studies 
   Masaryk University  
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Mrs. Dagmar Ratajová  Mrs. Jitka Rychtarikova 
Senior Officer  Chairman  
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs Department of Demography and Geodemography 
  Faculty of Science 
  Charles University 
 
DENMARK 
 
Mr. Bjarne B. Christensen 
Executive Director 
Danish Family Planning Association 
 
ESTONIA 
 
Ms. Urve Kask Mr. Kalev Katus  
Head  Director 
Population and Social Statistics Division Population Research Centre  
Statistical Office of Estonia Estonian Interuniversity 
 
Mr. Andres Kork Mr. Mart Nutt 
Member of Parliament Representative to the European Committee  
   against Racism and Intolerance 
  Parliament of Estonia 
 
Mr. Taavi Rôivas Mr. Paul-Eerik Rummo 
Head of Office Minister 
Ministry of Population and Ethnic Affairs Ministry of Population and Ethnic Affairs 
 
Ms. Mai Treial 
Member of Parliament 
 
FINLAND 
 
Ms. Elina Juntunen Ms Hilkka Vuorenmaa 
Member, "You Act" ICPD+10 Coordinator 
European Network on Sexual and Family Federation of Finland 
Reproductive Rights 
 
FRANCE 
 
Ms. Dominique Audouze Mr. Pierre Cantrelle 
Mouvement Français pour le Directeur de Recherches 
Planning Familial Institut Santé et Développement 
 
Ms. Elfriede Harth Mr. François Héran 
European Representative Director 
Catholics for a Free Choice Institut National d'Etudes Démographiques 
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Mr. Christian Jacob Ms Françoise Laurant 
Minister Délégué à la Famille President 
Ministre de la Santé, de la Famille et des  Mouvement Français pour le Planning Familial 
Personnes Handicapées 
 
Mr. Henri Leridon Mr. Serge Rabier 
Directeur Executive Director 
Institut National de la Santé et de la  Equilibres et Populations, France 
Recherche Médicale 
 
GEORGIA 
 
Ms. Irina Badurashvili Ms. Ellen Chikovani 
Director Deputy Chairman 
Georgian Centre of Population Research  State Department for Statistics 
 
Ms. Marina Gudushauri Mr. Elgudja Gvazava 
First Deputy Minister Member of Parliament 
Health and Social Affairs  
Ministry of Labour  
 
Prof. Archil Khomassuridze  Prof. Jenara Kristesashvili 
General Director Head 
Zhordania Institute of Human Department of Adolescents' Reproductive Health 
Reproduction Zhordania Institute of Human Reproduction 
 
Mr. George Tsuladze  
Deputy Director 
Institute of Social Research and Statistics 
Academy of Sciences of Georgia 
 
GERMANY 
 
Prof. Thomas K. Bauer Dr. Wolfgang Bichmann 
Professor of Economics Vice President 
Ruhr-Universität Bochum KfW-Development Bank 
 
Prof. Charlotte Hoehn Dr. Michael Hofmann 
Director General Director 
Federal Institute for Population Research Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation  
  and Development 
 
Mr. Dirk Jarré  Mr. Joerg F. Maas 
Secretary General, Executive Director 
German National Committee Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung  
International Council on Social Welfare  
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Ms. Sibylle Pfeiffer Mr. Christian Resch 
Member of Parliament Policy Officer 
   Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevoelkerung 
 
Mr. Vladimir Shkolnikov Ms. Elke Thoss 
Head, Data Laboratory Executive Director 
Max Planck Institute for Pro-Familia Germany 
Demographic Research 
 
Dr. Robert Zinser 
Chairman 
Rotarian Fellowship for Population and  
Development 
Rotary International 
 
GREECE 
 
Mr. Martin Baldwin-Edwards 
Co-Director 
Mediterranean Migration Observatory 
Panteion University 
 
HUNGARY 
 
Mr. Balazs Kremer Mr. Imre Szekeres 
Sociologist Political State Secretary 
Prime Minister’s Office Prime Minister's Office 
 
Ms. Gabriella Vukovich Mr. Attila Wieszt 
Deputy President Counselor 
Hungarian Central Statistical Office Prime Minister’s Office 
 
IRELAND 
 
Mr. Damien English Ms. Karen Griffin 
Member of Parliament Information Officer 
   Irish Family Planning Association 
 
Mr. Tom Hanney Ms. Catherine Heaney 
Counselor, Department of Foreign Affairs Director 
Development Cooperation Ireland Irish Family Planning Association 
 
Mr. Tom Mooney Ms. Fiona O'Malley 
Deputy Secretary Member of Parliament 
Department of Health and Children  Leinster House 
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Mr. Aidan Punch 
Senior Statistician 
Central Statistics Office 
 
ITALY 
 
Dr. Francesco Billari Mr. Raimondo Cagiano De Azevedo 
Associate Professor of Demography Professor of Demography 
Instituto di Metodi Quantitativi Universita di Roma "La Sapienza" 
Universita Bocconi 
 
Ms. Daniela Colombo Dr. Luca Einaudi 
President Head, Department of Economic Affairs 
AIDOS, Italian Association for Prime Minister's Office 
Women in Development 
 
Mr. Antonio Golini Mrs. Rossella Palomba 
Professor, Department of Demography Research Director 
Universita di Roma "La Sapienza" National Institute for Population Research 
 
Dr. Paolo Sestito 
Economic Advisor 
Ministry for Social Affairs and Welfare 
 
JAPAN 
 
Ms Sumie Ishii-Yamaguchi 
Executive Director 
Japanese Organization for International  
Cooperation in Family Planning 
 
KAZAKHSTAN 
 
Mr. Aikan Akanov Mrs. Tamara Jussubalieva 
General Director President, Kazakhstan Association on Sexual and 
Health Lifestyle Center Reproductive Health 
    
Ms. Alfiya Shamsutdinova 
Programme Oficer 
Office for Central Asia 
International Planned Parenthood Federation- European Network 
 
KYRGYZSTAN 

Mr. Osmonakun Ibraimov Mr. Ishenbay Moldotashev 
Chairman Member of Parliament 
National Population Commission  
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Mr. Denis Toichiev 
Assistant to the Minister 
Ministry of Labor and Social Protection 
 
LATVIA 
 
Ms. Iveta Kelle Mr. Juris Krumins 
President Vice Rector 
Latvian Association for Family Planning University of Latvia 
and Sexual Health  
 
Ms. Inga Liepa Ms. Lelde Vancovica 
Head  Head 
Family and Youth Affairs Department Mother and Child Health Care Division 
Secretariat of the Ministry for Special  Ministry of Health 
Assignments for Children and Family Affairs 
 
Mr. Peteris Zvidrins 
Head, Centre of Demography 
University of Latvia 
 
LITHUANIA 
 
Ms. Dalia Ambrozaitiene  Mr . Jonas Korenka 
Deputy Director Member of Parliament 
Department of Statistics   
 
Ms. Violeta Murauskaite Mr. Giedre Purvanechiene 
Secretary Member of Parliament 
Ministry of Social Security and Labor  
 
Ms. Virginija Sidlauskiene  Ms. Vlada Stankuniene  
Advisor to the Prime Minister Head, Demographic Research Centre 
Office of the Prime Minister  Institute for Social Research 
 
MALTA 
 
Dr. Joachim James Calleja 
Administrative Director 
Malta College of Arts, Science and Technology 
 
NETHERLANDS 
 
Ms. Yvonne Catharina Maria Bogaarts Ms. Jenny Gierveld 
Senior Advocacy Officer Professor 
World Population Foundation Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic 
   Institute 
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Ms. Elly Leemhuis Mr. Pieter Omtzigt 
Senior Advisor of Health & Nutrition Member of Parliament 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
 
Dr. Rinus Penninx Ms. Nelly Spanjersberg 
Director, Institute for Migration Director 
and Ethnic Studies  Secretariat of the Advisory Committee on Alien  
  Affairs 
 
Mr. Karel Van Kesteren Dr. Peter J. Van Krieken 
Director Policy Advisor 
United Nations and International Financial Secretariat of the Advisory Committee  
Institutions on Alien Affairs 
Ministry for Development Cooperation 
 
Mr. Nico Van Nimwegen Ms. Anneke Wensing 
Deputy Director Youth Coordinator 
Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic  "You Act" 
Institute European Network on Sexual and    

Reproductive Rights 
 
Mr. Frans Willekens  Ms. Ans Zwerver 
Director Former Senator 
Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic  
Institute 
 
NORWAY 
 
Mr. Helge Brunborg Ms. Arni Hole 
Senior Research Fellow Director General 
Division for Social and Demographic Ministry of Children and Family Affairs 
Research  
Statistics Norway 
 
Ms. Marit Lorentzen Mr. Lars Ostby 
Senior Adviser Senior Research Fellow,  
Ministry of Children and Family Affairs Department of Social Statistics 
  Statistics Norway 
 
POLAND 
 
Mrs. Ewa Fratczak Ms. Janina Jozwiak 
Secretary General President 
Governmental Population Council European Association for Population Studies 
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Ms. Irena E. Kotowska Mr. Marek Kupiszewski 
Professor Director 
Institute of Statistics and Demography Central European Forum for Migration Research 
Warsaw School of Economics International Organization for Migration 
 
Ms. Wanda Nowicka Dr. Alina Potrykowska 
President President, International Geographical Union 
Federation for Women and Family Planning Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization 
 
PORTUGAL 
 
Mrs. Maria José Carrilho Ms. Alice Frade 
Deputy Director Director, External Relations 
National Statistical Office Associação para o Planeamento da Família 
 
Mrs. Ana Manso 
Member of Parliament 
 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
 
Mrs. Nadejda Mirza Dr. Veaceslav Moshin 
Manager  Specialist in Family Planning 
SOCIUS Ministry of Health 
        
ROMANIA 
 
Ms. Aura Alexandrescu Ms. Daniela Draghici 
Director, Census and Social Statistics Advocacy Coordinator 
National Institute for Statistics Romanian NGO Coalition for Reproductive Health 
 
Mr. Vasile Ghetau Mr. Mihai Horga 
Director, Population Research Centre President 
of the Romanian Academy East European Institute for Reproductive Health 
University of Bucharest 
 
Mr. Cristian Nita Mr. Virgil Popa 
Member Member of Parliament 
"You Act"  
European Network on Sexual and  
Reproductive Rights 
 
Dr. Marian Preda 
Executive Director, European Study Centre for  
Social Policy and Employment 
Faculty of Sociology and Social Work 
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Ms. Inga Grebesheva Mr. Vladimir A. Iontsev 
Executive Director Head, Population Department 
Russian Family Planning Association Moscow State University 
 
Ms. Ludmila Kamsyuk Mr. Mikhail Rokitskiy 
Deputy Director General Member of Parliament 
Russian Family Planning Association  
 
Mr. Anatoly Visnevsky Mrs. Irina Zbarskaya 
Director Head, Department of Pan-European Cooperation 
Center for Demography and Human Ecology State Committee on Statistics (Goskomstat) 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
 
SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO 
 
Ms. Mirjana Rasevic 
Principal Research Fellow, 
Demographic Research Centre 
Institute of Social Sciences 
 
SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
 
Mrs. Eleonora Harinekova Dr. Vojtech Tkac 
Member of Parliament Member of Parliament 
 
Mr. Boris Vano 
Researcher 
Demographic Research Center–INFOSTAT 
 
Ms. Majda Cernic Istenic Ms. Nada Stropnik 
Researcher, Institute for Medical Sciences Senior Researcher 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts Institute for Economic Research 
 
SPAIN 
 
Mr. Carles Campuzano I Canadés Mr. Eugenio Castillo Jaèn 
Member of Parliament for Barcelona Member of Parliament 
Regional Parliament of Catalonia  
 
Ms. Iolanda Iriarte Ms. Mercedes Mas de Xaxas 
Advocacy Director Vice President,  
Federacion de Planificacion Familiar International Advocacy  
de España Population Action International 
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Mr. Rickard Sandell 
Senior Analyst 
Demography, Population and International Migration 
Real Instituto Elcano 
 
SWEDEN 
 
Mrs. Eva Bernhardt Mr. Victor Bernhardtz 
Professor Assistant Programme Officer 
Stockholm University Swedish Association for Sex Education 
 
Mr. Lennarth Hjelmåker Mrs. Katarina Lindahl 
Special Advisor on HIV/AIDS Director 
Department for Global Development Swedish Association for Sex Education 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
 
SWITZERLAND 
 
Ms. Sandra Bernasconi Kalt Prof. Hans Bossart 
Chargée de Programme President 
Direction du Développement International Association for Maternal and  
et de la Coopération Neonatal Health 
 
Mr. Michael Braun Ms. Danielle Bridel 
Senior Migration Officer President, NGO Committee on Ageing 
Federal Office of Immigration, Integration  Zonta International 
and Emigration 
 
Mrs. Adelheid Bürgi-Schmelz Mr. William A. Canny 
Director General Secretary General 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office International Catholic Migration Commission 
 
Dr. Manuel Carballo Mr. Serge Chappatte 
Executive Director Deputy Director  
International Centre for Migration Development Policy and Multilateral Cooperation 
and Health Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
 
Mr. Stéphane Cotter Mrs. Anita Cotting-Bise 
Head, Demography and Migration Section Executive Director 
Swiss Federal Statistical Office PLANES, Swiss Foundation for Sexual and  
  Reproductive Health 
 
Mr. Abdoul Wahab Dieng Mrs. Marlise Dormond 
Demography Assistant President 
University of Geneva PLANeS, Swiss Foundation for Sexual and  
  Reproductive Health 
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Mrs. Monique Eckmann Ambassador Walter Fust 
Coordinatrice, Groupe Intermigra Director General 
Ecole Supérieure de Travail Social Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
ESTS/IES 
 
Ms. Ruth Lydia Genner Mr. Gian Fancesco Giovannini 
Member of Parliament Executive Board Member 
   PLANeS, Swiss Foundation for Sexual and  
  Reproductive Health 
 
Mr. Mirko Giulietti Mr. Alberto Groff 
Coordination ONU, Division Politique III,  Section Politique et Migration, Division Politique  
Département Fédéral des Affaires Étrangères IV, Département Fédéral des Affaires Etrangères 
 
Prof. Hermann Michel Hagmann Mr. Werner Haug 
Director Director 
Centre Médico-Social Swiss Federal Statistical Office 
 
Ms. Joyce Jett Mr. John Kelly 
President Consultant 
Actinvest International 
 
Ambassador Dominik Langenbacher Dr. Jean-Marie Le Goff 
Delegate, Migration Dialogue Centre for Life Course and Life Style Studies 
Swiss Federal Office for Refugees Universities of Lausanne and Geneva 
 
Mrs. Christine Magistretti-Naville Ms. Elena Manfrina 
Executive Director Desk Officer 
International Foundation for Population and  Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
Development 
 
Mr. Jacques Martin Mrs. Claudia Meier 
Senior Advisor, UN Division  Head, Service Gender Health 
Swiss Agency for Development Office Fédéral de la Santé Publique 
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Annex III: 
Details of keynote addresses and thematic sessions  
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Ms. Ursula Haubner, Secretary of State, Federal Ministry for Social 
Security, Generations and Consumer Protection, Austria 
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view”, Chair: Ambassador Walter Fust, Director General, Swiss Agency for 
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Panellists:  Ms. Thoraya A. Obaid, Executive Director, United Nations Population 

Fund, New York, USA 
 
Mr. Karel van Kesteren, Director, UN and International Financial 
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Dr. Wolfgang Bichmann, Vice President, KfW Development Bank, Germany 
 
Dr. Aikan Akanov, Director General, National Centre of Problems of 
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Ms. Jill Sheffield, President, Family Care International, New York, 
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Thematic session discussion: “Childbearing and parenting in low fertility countries: enabling 

choices”, Chair: Mr. Steven Sinding, Director General, International Planned 
Parenthood Federation 

 
Panellists:  Ms. Anne Gauthier, Professor in Comparative Public Policy, University 

of Calgary, Canada 
 

Mr. Christian Jacob, Secretary for the Family, Ministry of Health, 
Family and Older Persons, France 

 
Ms. Arni Hole, Director General, Ministry of Children and Family 
Affairs, Norway 

 
Ms. Nada Stropnik, Senior Researcher, Institute for Economic Research, 
Slovenia 
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Thematic session discussion: “Morbidity, mortality and reproductive health: facing 

challenges in transition countries”, Chair: Ms. Lynette Lowndes, Head, European 
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Panellists:  Ms. Valentina Leskaj, Member of Parliament, Albania 
 

Ms. Ellen Nolte, Lecturer in Public Health, London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom 
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Mr. Dominic Haazen, Health Program Team Leader, World Bank, 
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Thematic session discussion: “International migration: promoting management and 
integration”, Chair: Mr. Gervais Appave, Director, Migration Policy and Research, 
International Organization for Migration 

 
Panellists:  Mr. Peter J. Van Krieken, Special Advisor, Ministry of Justice, Netherlands 
 

Mr. Martin Baldwin-Edwards, Co-Director, Mediterranean Migration 
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Mr. Jonas Widgren, Director General, International Centre for 
Migration Policy Development, Austria 

 
Ms. Rosaline Frith, Director General, Integration, Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada, Canada 

 
Mr. Dominik Langenbacher, Delegate for Migration Dialogue, Federal 
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Keynote addresses: “Policy challenges of Europe’s demographic changes: crosscutting 
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Studies 
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DG Employment and Social Affairs, European Commission, Belgium 
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Annex IV: 
Closing statement on the results by the Forum Presidency 

Presented by Werner Haug, Switzerland 
14 January 2004 

 

1. Keeping up commitments–facing new challenges 
 

• The meeting has shown a strong commitment to the ICPD Programme of Action throughout the 
ECE region 

 
• The Forum recognized the diversity of national circumstances and the continued high relevance of 

the Cairo Agenda for the ECE region, together with other plans, e.g., the Berlin ECE Action Plan 
on Ageing 

 
• We recognise the rights of all individuals and couples, in particular young people, to a healthy 

sexual and reproductive life and to emphasize their role as important actors 
 

• HIV/AIDS continues to be an urgent priority for every part of the ECE region, and we recognize 
the necessity to integrate HIV prevention and treatment programmes fully within sexual and 
reproductive health programmes 

 
• We noted that pledges for Cairo were never fully met, and that additional resources are now 

required for international assistance and for domestic implementation–within the context of new 
approaches for ODA funding 

 
• The Forum stressed the importance of ensuring the coherence of our work with other 

international development strategies, for example, the Health Sector Reform, the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Papers and the Millennium Development Goals  

 
2. Enabling choices for low fertility contexts 
 

• Low fertility is clearly a major policy concern for the region and an increasing number of 
governments are addressing the issue but no conclusion was reached on how to resolve it.  

 
• However, we also learned that approaches to low fertility that do not protect and respect rights 

and choices will not provide a solution to population decline. 
 

• The Forum participants raised the importance of removing a wide range of barriers for men and 
women to freely decide on their parenting status.  

 
• We also learned about the importance of creating national policies that are enabling and 

supportive--and we heard several examples from the region which we can learn from, including 
models of increasing male responsibility for parenting and expanded participation of older 
persons 

 
• The Forum recognised the variety of family structures and trends in their development.  
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• We noted that fertility levels remain stable when there are high levels of gender equality in the 

economy, family and society and where partnering arrangements are accommodated and there is 
a tolerance for diversity in family forms and living arrangements.  

 
• The Forum noted that there is a clear nexus between welfare state policies and trends in family 

formation and fertility. Policies in the region need to combine macro and micro strategies, to 
include gender equality as a priority and respect individual rights and freedoms. 

 
3. Addressing the health divide in the ECE region 

 
Common concerns for the whole region: 
 

• There are dramatic and unacceptable differences in life expectancy within the ECE region-- 
mortality levels in its eastern part are endangering economic and social development. 

 
• We noted large intra-national differences for socially excluded, migrant and vulnerable 

populations.  
 

• Widespread trafficking of human beings continues throughout the ECE region as well as gender-
based violence. 

 
• The whole region is facing increasing incidence of STIs and HIV/AIDS. 

 
• We noted that there is a limited awareness of and support for public health policies and 

approaches. 
 

• We demonstrated the need to increase funding, share best practices, strengthen NGOs and 
mobilise local efforts. 

 
Priority concerns in the Eastern ECE: 
 

• These countries face weakened health care infrastructures and restricted access to quality health 
care. 

 
• They also experience inequality, poverty, collapse of support systems and environmental 

degradation. 
 

• There is increasing ill-health due to strong dependence--particularly of male adults--on tobacco, 
alcohol, illicit drugs combined with poor diet. 

 
• These populations have limited access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health 

information, education and services, particularly contraception and safe abortion, where they are 
legal. 

 
• Combined with the above, there is a deterioration of statistical data and monitoring systems         
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and the ability to better understand these developments. 
 
4. Reaping the benefits of migration 
 

• The Forum recognises that the migration context has considerably changed since Cairo.  
International migration affects all countries of the region: it is growing, becoming more diverse and 
is increasingly perceived as an important resource in a global world. 

 
• There is a contradiction between social and economic reality and policies of control.  While it is 

recognised that immigration is becoming a necessity for social, demographic and economic 
reasons, some present-day migration policies, largely based on control and repression, are 
inefficient in managing migration in a positive way. 

 
• Comprehensive approaches toward migration management are urgently needed.  This means that 

migration policies should cover all aspects and types of migration (refugees, asylum seekers, 
economic migrants, family reunification, etc); take into account humanitarian as well as economic 
dimensions and include admission criteria as well as integration and co-operation with countries 
of origin. 

 
• Immigration policies need to be defined explicitly and be more transparent.   

 
• Migration and integration policies will have maximum impact if they are co-ordinated at the local, 

national and regional levels and if all stakeholders, including the immigrant groups themselves, 
participate in the conception, implementation and monitoring of migration and integration policies. 

 
• Integration policies should include more open criteria of eligibility for nationhood and citizenship. 

 
• There is a contradiction between the fact that international migration is a global phenomenon and 

that the nation state has a paramount role.  Multilateral agreements are needed to put migration 
into a regional framework.  

 
5. Promoting policy consistency, knowledge, partnership and advocacy 

 
• The Forum recognised the need to improve the analysis and evidence-based knowledge for 

comprehensive policies; 
 
• Conference participants wanted to address the quality of statistical data and the under-

funding of surveys and monitoring systems; 
 

• We tried to clarify the role of states and governments as defining goals, representing the 
public interest, increasing transparency and accountability, setting policy and regulatory 
frameworks and improving their coherence; 

 
• The Forum noted the importance of a positive environment to enable partnerships between 

states, local governance, civil society, communities and the private sector; 
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• We recognised the importance of an expanded policy dialogue for political commitment to 

implementation of strategies and plans for sustainable development; 
 

• Conference participants noted the need to strengthen regional partnerships for achieving 
ICPD and MDG principles and goals within the ECE and the world. 

 
 
 


