
Making Cities Disaster 

Resilient 



WHERE IS AT RISK? WHO IS AT 

RISK? WHERE ARE THE ACTIONS? 

WHERE ARE THE SOLUTIONS? 



Top 20 cities ranked in terms of ‘population’ 

exposed to coastal flooding in the 2070s  



Top 20 cities ranked in terms of ‘assets’ 

exposed to coastal flooding in the 2070s  



Top ten city rankings by analysis for all 

aggregated hazards 



Fire events decreasing but spreading to 
more areas 

1980-1990 
1433 events 

1990-2000 
1364 events 

2000-2010 
980 events 



Objective 
 

Achieve resilient, sustainable 

urban communities through 

actions taken by local 

governments to reduce 

disaster risk.  
 

Launched in 

2010 by UN SG 



Expected Results 

• Increased awareness and actions mobilized by 

local governments to reduce risk and build 

resilience; 

• Stronger recognition and actions at local level for 

of DRR as integral to planning on climate risk 

management and sustainable development; 

• More integrated approach towards local resilience 

compared to sectoral programming; 

• Critical assets and infrastructures in cities are 

identified and action taken.  



Largest global movement of cities 





The “Ten Essentials”  

Critical and interdependent 



What Made it Work 

Global 
Movement 

Social 
Capital  

Human 
Capital 

Structural 
Capital 

1760 cities 

from 98 

countries 

 

17 advocates 

32 key partners 

23 role model cities 

12 champions 

LGSAT  

Ten Essentials 

City Resilience 

Scorecard 



Achievements so far.. 

• 850 municipalities in 62 countries have  dedicated 

responsibility for disaster risk reduction, backed with 

budget allocations.  

• 2/3rd cities have incorporated disaster risk analysis in 

local development planning. 

• Cities from 24 countries addressing safety of their 

schools and hospitals 

• 45 city-to-city learning events facilitated through the 

Campaign 

 



 Only globally available tool to help local governments assess their DRR plans and 

activities 

 41 questions based on the Five Priorities of the Hyogo Framework for Action and the 

corresponding local-level Ten Essentials for Making Cities Resilient; 

 Scoring on scale of 1-5 (ascending order based on achievements/progress) 

Local Government Self Assessment Tool 

500 City Assessment Reports 



Resilience Progress in Cities 
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Progress on governance is high in Europe and Americas; Financing is lagging behind 

in most regions, but most significantly in relation to progress in other areas in Americas 

and Europe. Africa scores relatively high on urban planning and building compared to 

its progress in other areas. The absolutely highest score gets risk assessments in 

Europe.  The lowest score is for recovery and rebuilding in the Middle East.  



Local Empowerment by National Govts 
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Local HFA progress (average) 

11 National HFA CIs that empower Local (average) 

GDP growth (annual %) 



More challenges to come 

• Most cities lack both capacity and much of the necessary 

infrastructure to deal with existing and future risks. 

• Exposure of economic assets in cities is expected to 

increase (GAR 2013) 

• A high proportion of the world’s population most affected 

by extreme weather events is concentrated in urban 

centres (IPCC 2014) 



THANK YOU! 
Abhilash Panda 

pandaa@un.org 

JULY 2014 - ESRI IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UNISDR WILL 

LAUNCH AN APP CHALLENGE CENTERED AROUND ‘10’ 

ESSENTIALS FOR MAKING CITIES RESILIENT 

http://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/toolkit/essentials
http://www.unisdr.org/campaign/resilientcities/toolkit/essentials

