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MINUTES ON THE INFORMAL CONSULTATION HELD BETWEEN  
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS  

AND THE CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN STATISTICIANS ON  
THE BULLETIN OF HOUSING AND BUILDING STATISTICS  

(Palais des Nations, Geneva, 5 June 2003, 9 a.m.) 
 
1. The informal consultation was attended by Ms. Doris Andoni (Albania), Mr. Wolfgang 
Förster (Austria), Ms. Daniela Grabmüllerova (Czech Republic), Ms. Hana Hankova (Czech 
Republic), Mr. Martti Lujanen (Finland), Mr. Kai Skoglund (Finland), Ms. Judit Szèkely 
(Hungary), Mr. Paul van der Laan (Netherlands), Ms. Elena Szolgayova (Slovakia), Mr. Oscar 
Yau (United Kingdom), Ms. Christina von Schweinichen, Mr. John Kelly, Ms. Sylta Paysen and 
Ms. Cecilia Batac (UNECE secretariat). 
 
2. The consultation was chaired by Mr. Martti Lujanen, representative of the Committee on 
Human Settlements, and co-chaired by Mr. Paul van der Laan, representative of the Conference 
of European Statisticians. 
 
3. The objectives of the consultation were: 

(a) To streamline the contents of the Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics for 
Europe and North America.  This involved reviewing the current version of the ECE housing 
questionnaire and identifying data that are: 

(i) Useful and therefore should be retained; 
(ii) Not very relevant and therefore should be removed; 
(iii) Relevant but not on the ECE questionnaire and therefore should be added;  
(b) To consider ways of creating synergies with other initiatives taken by international 

organizations and member countries. 
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4. As a preliminary step to meeting the first objective, the secretariat had already made 
revisions to the ECE questionnaire following an analysis of it.  Some items of the questionnaire had 
been taken out because of the low number of replies in the past, while others had been integrated 
into one item.  Other items had been retained despite the low number of replies due to their apparent 
usefulness or obvious importance.  (See the second column of the Annex for a summary of the 
revisions.) 
 
5. The participants had a thorough discussion on the revised format of the questionnaire and 
suggested additional revisions on some items.  These proposed changes are summarized in the third 
column of the Annex.   
 
6. The participants agreed on all the revisions made, the further revisions proposed and the 
change in the ECE Bulletin’s title. 
 
7. In addressing the second objective, the discussion focused on how best to avoid asking for 
the same or similar data from national statistical offices, since this obviously constituted duplication 
of work for the reporting countries.  A comparison of the data collected by EU and ECE was made 
and presented by the secretariat.  From this comparison, the commonalities and similarity of the type 
of data collected by the two organizations were highlighted.  
 

Conclusions and recommendations 
 
8. It was proposed that the title of the ECE bulletin “Housing and Building Statistics for Europe 
and North America” should be changed to “Housing Statistics for Europe and North America” since 
most building-related statistics in the questionnaire were taken out. 
 
9. The participants agreed to use the housing data collected for the EU bulletin “Housing 
Statistics in the European Union” to pre-fill the ECE questionnaire prior to sending it to EU member 
countries. 
 
10. It was suggested that a more simplified search path should be found to overcome the 
difficulty in locating housing statistics information on web sites of international organizations. 
 
11. It was suggested that the statistical tables on housing posted on the ECE web site, which 
were currently available in PDF format, should be made available in Excel.  The secretariat agreed. 
 
12. The secretariat would furnish the country in charge of the next publication of the EU bulletin 
“Housing Statistics in the European Union”, that is Denmark, of the changes in the ECE housing 
questionnaire as a result of the consultation. 
 
13. In view of the overall responsibilities that the Conference of European Statisticians and its 
Bureau had for coordinating international statistical work in the ECE region, the summary overview 
paper outlining needed improvements in the coordination and dissemination of housing statistics 
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produced by different international organizations and bodies in the ECE region that Mr. Lujanen had 
prepared should be amended and submitted to the Bureau of the Conference of European 
Statisticians at a forthcoming meeting.  The participants asked Mr. Kelly of the ECE Statistical 
Division to liaise with Mr. Lujanen in facilitating and arranging that. 
 
14. The participants agreed to prepare and submit the minutes of this meeting to the Committee 
on Human Settlements for endorsement at its sixty-fourth session. 
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I te m s in  th e  EC E q u e stio n n a ire  th a t w e re  re v ise d  /  re m o ve d

P a rt 2  - H o u sin g  a n d  re la te d  sta tistics
D w ellings  c om p le ted  w ith  5 room s s p lit  "D wellings  c om p le ted  with  5  room s
D w ellings  c om p le ted  w ith  6 room s and m ore"  in to
D w ellings  c om p le ted  w ith  7 room s D w e llings  w ith 5  room s
D w e llings  c om p le ted  w ith  8 room s  and  m ore D w e llings  w ith 6  room s  and  m ore

D w e llings  c om p le ted  per 1000 inhabitan ts ,  in  urban  a reas rem oved
D w ellings  c om p le ted  per 1000 inhabitan ts ,  in  ru ra l a reas rem oved

D w ellings  begun  during  the  y ear rem oved
D w ellings  under c ons truc t ion  a t  y ear end rem oved

D w elling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  1946-1960
D w e lling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  1961-1970
D w e lling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  1981-1985 s p lit  "D welling  s toc k ,  pe riod o f  c ons truc t ion ,  
D w elling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  1986-1990 1981  and  la te r"  in to
D w elling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  1991-1995 D w e lling s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons truc t ion ,  1981-1990
D w e lling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  1996-2000 D w e lling s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons truc t ion ,  1991-2000
D w e lling  s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons t ruc t ion ,  2000-2005 D w e lling s toc k ,  pe riod  o f c ons truc t ion ,  2001  and  la te r

D w e llings  w ith  a  k itc hene t te rem oved
D w ellings  w ithout  a  k itc hen o r k itc henet te rem oved

D w ellings ,  oc c up ied re fo rm atted  as :
D w ellings ,  vac ant D w ellings ,  oc c up ied

D w ellings ,  ow ner-oc c up ied

Tenure  o f dw e llings :   O w ned D w ellings ,  o the r-oc c up ied

Tenure  o f dw e llings :   O ther D w ellings ,  vac an t

P a rt 3  - P ro d u ctio n  o f b u i ld in g  m a te ria ls
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  o the r b ric k s rem oved
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  p las te r rem oved
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  roo fing t i les ,  c lay  t i les rem oved
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  roo fing t i les ,  c em ent  t iles rem oved
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  roo fing t i les ,  as bes tos -c em ent t iles rem oved
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  the rm a l ins u lat ion  m ate ria ls rem oved
O ther bu ild ing  m ateria ls ,  ready -m ix ed  c onc re te rem oved

A n n e x
C H A N G E S  TO  TH E  E C E  Q U E S TIO N N A IR E

R e visio n s m a d e

s p lit  o the r-oc c up ied  dwe ll ings  in to
" D w ellings ,  oc c up ied ,  ren ted"  and 
"D w ellings ,  oc c up ied ,  othe r"

F u rth e r re v isio n s p ro p o se d  d u rin g  th e  co n su lta tio n

in teg ra ted  in to  "D w e ll ings  c om p le ted  
w ith  5  room s  and  m ore"

in teg ra ted  in to "D w e ll ing  s toc k ,  period  
of c ons t ruc t ion,  1946-1970"

in teg ra ted  in to "D w e ll ing  s toc k ,  period  
of c ons t ruc t ion,  1981  and la te r"

 
 
 



 

I te m s in  the  ECE que stionna ire  tha t w e re  re vise d / re m ove d
P a rt 4 - W hole sa le  price  indice s of build ing m a te ria ls a nd 
input a nd output price  indice s for housing construction rem oved ent irely
Q ues tions  under this  dim ens ion pertain to wholesale price indices  of:

cem ent, c lay  bric ks , other bric ks , sm all concrete blocks , lim e, 
plas ter, c lay  roofing tiles , cem ent roofing tiles , asbes tos -cem ent 
t iles , therm al insulat ion m aterials ,  sheet glass , prefabricated 
conc rete elem ents , ready-m ixed conc rete, s teel,  and sawnwood.  
O ther item s  under this  dim ens ion are total output and input price 
indices  for hous ing cons truc t ion, and input prices  indices  for hous ing 

t t i t i l d

P a rt 5 - S tructure  of the  building industry
Num ber of firm s  with 100 to 199 em ployees delete this  entire part 
Num ber of firm s  with 200 to 499 em ployees
Num ber of firm s  with 500 to 999 em ployees
Num ber of firm s  with 1000 em ployees and over

Rem aining item s  of part 5 pertain to total num ber of em ployees , and 
value of output in firm s  with the following num ber of em ployees : 

  up to 5 em ployees
  6 to 19 em ployees
  20 to 49 em ployees all item s  rem oved
  50 to 99 em ployees
  100 to 199 em ployees
  200 to 499 em ployees
  500 to 999 em ployees
  1000 em ployees  and over

P a rt 6 - Dw e llings a nd a ve ra ge  spa ce  of dw e llings by num be r 
of room s, by use ful a nd living floor spa ce

Dwellings  with useful floor space 50 m 2 to 99 m 2

Dwellings  with useful floor space 150 m 2 to 199 m 2 integrate into 
Dwellings  with useful floor space 200 m 2 to 249 m 2 "Dwellings  with useful floor space 150 m 2 and m ore"

sam e s truc ture proposed for living floor space
of dwellings

Dwellings  with useful floor space 250 m 2 and m ore

split  into  "Dwellings  with useful floor space 50 m 2 to 74 m 2" 
and "Dwellings  with useful floor space 75m 2 to 99 m 2"

Re visions m a de Furthe r re visions propose d during the  consulta tion

integrated into  "Num ber of firm s  with 
100 em ployees  and over"
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I te m s i n  th e  E C E  q u e st i o n n a i r e  th a t  w e r e  r e v i se d  /  r e m o v e d
P a r t 7  -  N u m b e r  o f  p e r so n s i n  a  h o u se h o l d ,  u se fu l  a n d  l i v i n g  
f l o o r  sp a c e ,  b y  te n u r e
It e m s  in  t h is  p a r t  p e rt a in  t o  t o t a l  h o u s e h o ld s ,  a n d  n u m b e r o f 
h o u s e h o ld s  in  " o w n e r -o c c u p ie d "  a n d  " o t h e r-o c c u p ie d "  d w e l l in g s  w i t h  
u s e fu l  flo o r s p a c e  a n d  l ivin g  flo o r  s p a c e  a s  fo l lo w s :
  u n d e r  5 0  m 2
  5 0  m 2  t o  9 9  m 2 s p l i t  t h e  s iz e  " 5 0  m 2  t o  9 9 "  in t o  
  1 0 0  m 2  t o  1 4 9  m 2 " 5 0  m 2  t o  7 4  m 2 "  a n d  " 7 5  m 2  t o  9 9  m 2 "
  1 5 0  m 2  t o  1 9 9  m 2
  2 0 0  m 2  t o  2 4 9  m 2 in t e g ra t e  in t o  " 1 5 0  m 2  a n d  m o re "
  2 5 0  m 2  a n d  m o re
  u n k n o w n

P a r t 8  -  N e w  n o n -r e si d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s c o m p l e te d re m o v e d  e n t i re ly
It e m s  in  t h is  p a r t  p e rt a in  t o  t o t a l  n u m b e r ,  g ro s s  flo o r a re a ,  
a n d  g ro s s  vo lu m e  o f a l l  n o n -re s id e n t ia l  b u i ld in g s ,  a n d  o f d i ffe re n t  
t y p e s  o f n o n - re s id e n t ia l  b u i ld in g s  a s  fo l lo w s :
  In d u s t r ia l  b u i ld in g s
  C o m m e rc ia l  b u i ld in g s
  E d u c a t io n a l  b u i ld in g s
  H e a l t h  c a re  b u i ld in g s
  O t h e r  b u i ld in g s

P a r t 9  -  V a l u e  o f  c o n str u c ti o n  p u t i n  p l a c e  ( i n  n a t i o n a l  c u r r e n c y  u n i ts)
R e s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  n e w  c o n s t ru c t io n re m o v e d
R e s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  t o t a l  im p ro ve m e n t s re m o v e d
R e s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  im p ro ve m e n t s ,  a d d i t io n s re m o v e d
R e s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  im p ro ve m e n t s ,  a l t e ra t io n s  in  o r  o n  t h e  d w e l l in g re m o v e d
R e s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  im p ro ve m e n t s ,  im p ro ve m e n t s  o u t s id e  t h e  d w e l l in re m o v e d
R e s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  im p ro ve m e n t s ,  m a jo r  re p la c e m e n t s re m o v e d

N o n -re s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  n e w  b u i ld in g s re m o v e d
N o n -re s id e n t ia l  c o n s t ru c t io n ,  im p ro ve m e n t s re m o v e d

P a r t 1 0  -  S i z e ,  fa c i l i t i e s a n d  p e r i o d  o f c o n str u c t i o n  i n  d w e l l i n g s 
b y  te n u r e
T o t a l  o w n e r -o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s  b u i l t  1 9 4 6 -1 9 6 0 in t e g ra t e  in t o  " T o t a l  o w n e r -o c c u p ie d a d d  t o  t h is  p a rt  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n n a ire  a  c a t e g o ry  f o r 
T o t a l  o w n e r -o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s  b u i l t  1 9 6 1 -1 9 7 0 d w e l l in g s  b u i l t  1 9 4 6 -1 9 7 0 " re n t e d -o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s  (d is t in g u is h e d  f ro m
T o t a l  o t h e r-o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s  b u i l t  1 9 4 6 -1 9 6 0 in t e g ra t e  in t o  " T o t a l  o t h e r-o c c u p ie d o t h e r-o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s )
T o t a l  o t h e r-o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s  b u i l t  1 9 6 1 -1 9 7 0 d w e l l in g s  b u i l t  1 9 4 6 -1 9 7 0 "

P a r t 1 1  -  N u m b e r  o f  r o o m s i n  a  d w e l l i n g ,  n u m b e r  o f  p e r so n s i n  
a  h o u se h o l d ,  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f h o u se h o l d s b y  te n u r e

It e m s  in  t h is  p a r t  o f t h e  q u e s t io n n a i re  p e rt a in  t o  h o u s e h o ld s  in  " o w n e r-
o c c u p ie d "  a n d  " o t h e r-o c c u p ie d "  d w e l l in g s  w i t h  n u m b e r o f ro o m s  a s  
fo l lo w s :
  1  ro o m
  2  ro o m s
  3  ro o m s
  4  ro o m s
  5  ro o m s
  6  ro o m s  a n d  m o re
  u n k n o w n

a d d  t o  t h is  p a rt  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n n a ire  a  c a t e g o ry  f o r re n t e d -
o c c u p ie d  d w e l l in g s  (d is t in g u is h e d  f ro m  o t h e r -o c c u p ie d  
d w e l l in g s )

R e v i si o n s m a d e F u r th e r  r e v i si o n s p r o p o se d  d u r i n g  th e  c o n su l ta t i o n

 


