UNITED
NATIONS E

_ _ Digtr.
Economic and Social GENERAL
Council

ECE/HBP/129
1 December 2003

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

REPORT ON THE SIXTY-FOURTH SESSION
(15 to 17 September 2003)

The results of the Committee’'s in-depth discussion on reforms and social equity in human
settlements will be integrated into its contribution to the Regiona Implementation Forum on Sustainable
Development as follow up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development. During the discussion it
acknowledged that policy reforms on social stability and equity needed to become a critical element of the
national, regional and local strategies for sustainable human settlements.

It also stressed the importance of linking the priorities identified in the Habitat Agenda, in the
Declaration and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development as well asin
the Millennium Declaration with its programme of work.

The Committee adopted its 2003-2005 programme of work, confirmed the high priority of the
country profile programme for the housing sector, as well as the activities related to land administration.

The Committee agreed to start with the preparation of aregional profile of the housing sector in
countries of South-East Europe based on decisions reached at the High-level Conference on Housing Reforms
in South East Europe (Paris, April 2003).

The Committee highly commended the Guidelines on Condominium Ownership of Housing and
agreed to organize a practical workshop on the management of the housing stock in Moscow in November
2003.

It agreed on the outline for and the composition of the task force for guidelines on socia housing
development.

As afollow-up to the Ninth Conference on Urban and Regional Research held in Leeds (United
Kingdom) in June 2002, the Committee agreed to prepare ECE guidelines on spatial planning systems.

Following the offer of the delegation of Poland, the Committee agreed to organize a workshop on
spatial planning.

In line with the implementation of the Pan-European Programme on Transport, Health and
Environment, the Committee invited delegations to actively contribute to the workshop on sustainable and
healthy urban transport and planning to be held in Cyprus in November 2003.

It also agreed to cooperate with the Conference of European Statisticians on the preparation of a new
set of ECE recommendations for housing censuses.

The Committee appreciated the activities of its Housing and Urban Management Advisory Network,
in particular its involvement in the study on housing finance systems.
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Introduction

1 The Committee on Human Settlements held its Sixty-fourth sesson in Genevafrom 15 to
17 September 2003. Mrs. E. Szolgayova (Slovakia) chaired the meeting.

2. Representatives of the following countries participated: Albania, Armenia, Austriag,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Irdland,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian
Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Sovakia, Sovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, the former
Y ugodav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine, United Kingdom and United States of America.

3. The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) and the Council of
Europe Development Bank were represented.

4, Thefallowing non-governmenta organizations (NGOs) atended: International Council of
Women (ICW); International Real Estate Federation (FIABCI); Internationa Society of City and
Regiona Planners (ISOCARP); Internationa Union of Tenants (IUT); and World Fire Statistics

Centre.

5. Members of the Committee’ s Housing and Urban Management Advisory Network also
attended.

l. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
6. The provisional agenda (ECE/HBP/128) was adopted.

1. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE FIFTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE OF RELEVANCE TO THE
COMMITTEE

7. The secretariat informed the Committee on the decisions taken by the Commission &t its
fifty-eighth sesson, held from 4 to 6 March 2003, which had a bearing on the Committeg’ s
work. Information was aso provided on the outcome of the ad hoc informa meeting of the
Commission on itsrolein and contribution to the Regiona Implementation Forum, to be
organized from 15 to 16 January 2004 as a follow-up to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable
Development.

8. In the ensuing discussion, it was stressed that the Committee on Human Settlements was
one of the most gppropriate ECE principd subsidiary bodies to address the issue of sustainability
comprehensively, taking into account its economic, environmental and social aspects. However,
the integration of these three pillars of sustainable devel opment needed to become more explicitly
integrated into policy reforms.

0. The Committee took note of the Commission’s decisions related to the principa
subsdiary bodies and the outcome of the two round-table discussons on sustainable
development. It also agreed that the results of its own in-depth discussion on reforms and socid
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equity in human settlements would be integrated into its contribution to the ECE Regiond
Implementation Forum.

1. IN-DEPTH DISCUSSION ON “REFORMS AND SOCIAL EQUITY
IN HUMAN SETTLEMENTS’

10. Following the decision of the Bureau, the in-depth discusson was linked with
preparations for the regiond follow-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Developmert. The
purpose of the discussion was. () to address socia equity in the context of a sustainable qudity
of life and socio-economic development; (b) to review best practices in ECE member countries;
and (c) to discuss the Committee' s preparations for the regiond follow-up to the World Summit
on Sugtainable Development.

11. Ms. S. Tsenkova, consultant, introduced the discussion paper (HBP/2003/2). Thiswas
followed by presentations of national case studies. A lively discussion took place among nationd
delegations and representatives of internationd organizations. The following mgor policy
directions and actions were highlighted:

@ Policy reforms to promote socid stability and equity need to become an eement
of nationd, regiond and locd drategies for sustainable human settlements;

(b) Coordination between different minidtries is needed for sustainable community
development ;

(© Investment decisons should be in line with regiond priorities, indluding housing
development schemes,

(d) Specid policies should be developed to ded with high-rise resdentia buildings,

(e Town planning palicies should be in place to prevent the emergence of ghettos,
and to promote security through sensible human settlements policies and community
development;

® Measures should be taken to prevent illegd housing development and the
promotion of self-help activities should be strengthened,;

(9 New patterns of democratic governance that are people-centred and socialy
incdlusive should form a critical ement of sustainable human settlements Srategies.

12. A representative of ISOCARP reported on its activities and invited the Committee to
organize ajoint haf-day meeting during the sixty-fifth session in September 2004 back to back
with the ISOCARP global conference to be held in Geneva at the same time. In the ensuing
discussion, the delegations expressed their support for such ajoint sesson.

13. The Committee invited:

@ All delegations to send their written presentations (see para.11), preferably by e-
mall, to the secretariat before the end of September 2003;

(b) Ms. S. Tsenkova, the consultant, to prepare in cooperation with the Bureau and
the secretariat the Committee' s contribution to the regiond follow-up to the World Summit on
Sustainable Development on the basis of the national presentations, the case studies and the
results of the discussion;
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(© Its Bureau and the secretariat to consider in detail the modalities and
organizationa aspects of holding ajoint sesson with ISOCARP in September 2004.

A. Country profiles on the housing sector

14.  The secretariat reported on the ongoing work to finaize the studies on Armenia and the
Russian Federation as well as on follow-up to the previous studies. The secretariat aso informed
the Committee on the steps taken to prepare aregional housing sector profile for the countries of
South-East Europe, based on the decisions reached at the High-level Conference on Housing
Reformsin South-East Europe (Paris, April 2003).

15.  Theddegations of Armeniaand the Russian Federation reported on the organization and
the preparation of their country reviews, including the new conceptua approach which had been
used for the housing sector profile on the Russian Federation. The delegation of Romania
reported on the round-table discussion which had been held in Bucharest in October 2002 as a
follow-up to the housing sector profile on Romania The delegation of Albaniainformed the
Committee about its intention to organize ameeting in Albania, to disseminate the results of the
housing sector profile on Albania

16. In the ensuing discussion the Committee stressed the importance of follow-up activities
and the link between the country profile project and the land adminigtration reviews. It concluded
that such activities could take a variety of forms, including dissemination events and round-table
discussions on specific issues. A country might aso, as afollow-up to its housing sector profile,
request additiond assistance in the form of expert advice in an areathat was particularly
important to it. The Committee also discussed the new conceptua gpproach. The possibility of
applying this gpproach to future studies should be explored.

17.  The Committee agreed to:

€) Continue its support to follow-up activities to the country profiles of the housing
sector;

(b) Apply the new conceptua approach which had been used for the country profile
on the Russian Federation to future country profiles, where gppropriate;

(© Proceed with the preparation of aregiona profile dong the lines suggested by the
secretariat and in cooperation with the Council of Europe and its Development Bank. The
regiona profile would be prepared with additiona extrabudgetary funds and would not affect the
planning and implementation of the Committeg s country profile programme;

(d) Invite countries which were interested in anationa housing sector profile to
submit officia requests to the secretariat as soon as possible.

B. Land registration and land markets

18. Mr. B. Kjellson (Sweden), Chairperson of the Working Party on Land Adminigtration,
reported on its progress since the Committee’ s previous session. He presented the main items of
the agenda of the Working Party’ s third session to be held in Geneva on 17-18 November 2003
(HBP/WP.7/2003/1). He dso highlighted links between land administration and sugtainable
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human settlements devel opment. He outlined the Working Party’ s cooperation and joint activities
with the World Bank, the European Union (EU) and the ECE Red Estate Advisory Group
(REAG) and other international organizations and bodies. Mr. Kjelson reported on the ongoing
preparation of studies and guidelines, such as the mass vauation systems of land for taxation
purposes, the guidelines on red estate units and identifiers; the survey of redtrictions on the
ownership, leasing, trandfer and financing of land and other redl property in Europe and North
America; aswell as on the proposd to revise the ECE Land Adminigtration Guiddlines
(ECE/HBP/96).

19.  Theddegation of the Russian Federation presented the results and the follow-up to the
land administration review carried out in this country in November 2002 (HBP/2003/7 and
Add.1). The Committee wasinformed that the Working Party had been requested to carry out
such reviews in Lithuania and Azerbaijan (subject to confirmation) in 2004.

20. Mr. H. Konig (Austria) and Ms. C. Potsiou (Greece) presented the results of the
workshop on customers-cooperation services, which had taken placein Viennafrom 16 to 18
September 2002 (HBP/2002/10), and the workshop on spatial informetion for sustainable red
estate market, which had been held in Athens from 28 to 30 May 2003. The next workshop on
organizationa sustainability and capacity-building would be held in Edinburgh (United Kingdom)
on 1-3 October 2003.

21. A representative of the ECE Industrid Restructuring, Energy and Enterprise
Development Division reported on the Red Estate Advisory Group's activities, in particular on its
cooperation with the Working Party in the organization of the Second Land for Developmert
Programme Forum, which would be held in Rome from 30 to 31 October 2003.

22, In the ensuing discussion, delegations expressed their full support to the land
adminigtration activities. They stressed the importance of public/private partnership in land
adminigtration and red estate development. A proposa was made to study how good land
administration practices contributed to effective and sustainable land use.

23.  The Committee took note with satisfaction of the progress made by the Working Party
on Land Adminigtration and approved its activities.

C. Major trends characterizing human settlements

24.  Theddegation of the United Kingdom reported on the follow- up to theNinth Conferenceon
Urban and Regiond Research on“ Sustainable and Liveable Cities’ heldin Leeds (United Kingdom)
from 9 to 12 June 2002.

25.  Following the Ninth Conference on Urban and Regiond Research, the Committee
identified a number of subjects for further research and policy formulation in the area of
sugtainable and liveable cities that might be taken up at the Tenth Conferencein Sovakiain
2006. In this context, the delegation of Sovakiainformed the Committee about steps taken to
organize the Tenth Conference in cooperation with the European Network for Housing
Research, as suggested by the Committee' s Bureau.
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26.  The Committee' s Bureau aso informed the del egations about a proposal to changethetitle
of the Conference, in order to bring together both researchers and decison makers as well as
practitioners and encourage them to shareinformation and views, learn from each other’ sexperience
and identify priority areas for future gpplied research.

27. The Committee:

€) Welcomed the proposd to organize the Tenth Conference in cooperation with
the European Network for Housing Research;

(b) Decided that alist of selected topics for the Tenth Conference would be
submitted to it at its next session in September 2004;

(© Agreed that the title of the Conference could be changed to widen the scope of
the Conference and reflect the link between urban and regiona research and policy-making and
practica implementation.

D. Improvement of urban environmental performance

28.  Thesecretariat reported on the progressin the implementation of the Pan-European
Programme on Transport, Hedlth and Environment, ajoint activity of ECE and the World Hedlth
Organization’s Regiona Office for Europe (WHO/Europe). It outlined the Programme’s
priorities. All relevant documents are available on http://Amww.unece.org/the-pep.

29. Following the decision of the Committee on Human Settlements, supported by the
Steering Committee of the Transport, Health and Environment Pan- European Programme, a
workshop on sustainable and hedlthy urban transport and planning would take place in Cyprus
on 16-18 November 2003. The delegation of Cyprus presented information on the organization
of the workshop and the related study tour. It informed the Committee about the possibility of
providing financid assistance to digible delegations from countriesin trangtion to attend the
workshop.

30. Following the decision of its Bureau, the Committee discussed the topic of loca planning
in the framework of nationa and regiond planning. Mr. J. Zetter (United Kingdom) presented a
discussion paper on effective planning at the local level (HBP/2003/4) and moderated the
discusson. Mr. V. Vardosanidze (UN-HABITAT-Georgia) presented information on spatia
planning in Georgia. The delegation of Poland offered to organize aworkshop on loca planning
in thefirg haf of 2004.

31.  The Committee outlined the main issues and problems facing countries in trangtion in the
area of spatid planning, as wel as eements for guideines on loca planning systems:

@ Need for acommon professond terminology in spatid planning;

(b) Maximum flexibility to meet the interests of al parties,

(© Diverdfication of financid sourcesfor the implementation of territorid plans;

(d) Indtitutiond arrangements

(e Need for good data for planning and links to geographicd information systems
(GIS) and other databases, nationd datigtics and indicators,
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® Need for an appropriate framework and mechanisms to encourage local
authorities to draw up master plans,

(9 Clear legd gatus of territorid planning documentation within the netiona system
of legidation;

(h) Degree of obligation of the master plan’s provisons for governmenta/municipa
bodies and ingtitutions;

0] Sequence of territorid planning documentation &t different levels,

()] Influence of modern informetion technologies on territoria planning
documentation;

(k) Transparency of territorid planning process and accessibility of documentation
for the generd public;

() Public participation in the decigon-making process, taking into account the
exiging level of urban consciousness of citizens,

(m  Termsand rulesfor updating planning documentation;

(n) Rights of apped againg certain planning decisons,

(o) Terms and procedures for the certification and licenang of master plan
developers,

(p) Issues of copyright on territorid planning documentation.

32. The Committee:

@ Took note with gppreciation of the progress in the organization of the workshop
on urban plans and trangport sustainable for hedlth and the environment to be held in Cyprus, and
invited dl ddegationsto take an active part iniit;

(b) Welcomed the proposa of the delegation of Poland to organize aworkshop on
gpatid planning sysemsin Poland in the firg hdf of 2004 and invited the secretariat, the Bureau
and the delegation of Poland to establish a programme for the workshop;

(© Decided, in view of the importance of establishing/modernizing spatid planning
systems in some ECE countries, to prepare ECE guiddines on thistopic. The workshop in
Poland should be a gtarting point for thiswork;

(d) Invited dl delegations to submit to the secretariat by the end of October 2003
their proposals and views on possible topics for the workshop and eements for the guidelines.

E. Housing moder nization and management

33.  Thesecretariat informed the Committee of the publication of the Guiddineson
Condominium Ownership of Housing for Countriesin Trangtion (ECE/HBP/123). The
Committee’' s Bureau recommended that the practica implementation of the Guiddines should be
enhanced through country-oriented workshops, country housing sector profile studies and land
adminigration reviews. The delegation of the Russian Federation presented its proposd for a
workshop on management of the housing stock (condominiums) to be organized in Moscow on
23-26 November 2003.

34. Mr. L. Mllender, project manager, and Mr. P. Gurtner, the steering group's chairman,
provided information on the progress in the preparation of the guidelines on housing finance
systems and on the organizational aspects for the findization of the project. The project’s
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steering group, established to oversee the project, had held three meetings so far. The next
mesting was scheduled for 17 September 2003 to discuss the third draft, including the
evaudion criteriafor different housing finance systems.

35.  Theddegation of the Czech Republic presented the results of the workshop on socid
housing held in Prague on 19-20 May 2003 (HBP/2003/6). The workshop had been organized
in cooperation with the European Liaison Committee for Socid Housing (CECODHAS) and in
consultation with areference group of sdected national experts. The Committee's Bureau had
edtablished atask force for the preparation of guidelines on socia housing and Mr. Wolfgang
Forster (Austria) was proposed to chair it. He provided additiona information, including
information on the compaosition of the task force for the preparation of the guidelines, their outline
and organizationd arrangements.

36. The Committee:

@ Agreed to undertake and support activities aimed at the practical implementation
of the Guidelines on Condominium Ownership of Housing in Countriesin Trangtion;

(b) Invited all delegations to take an active part in the workshop on management of
the housing stock to be held in the Russian Federation on 23-26 November 2003;

(© Invited the delegation of the Russian Federation to findize the workshop's
programme by the end of September 2003 for distribution among ECE countries,

(d) Took note of the progress in the preparation of guideines on housing finance
systems and invited the project manager and the steering group to findize the project by
February 2004;

(e Approved the candidacy of Mr. Wolfgang Forster to chair the task force on
socid housng;

® Agreed on the outline of the ECE guidelines on socid housing and the
organization of work of the task force, aswell as its membership;

(9 Invited the reference group on socid housing to follow the work on the
guiddines, in particular by reviewing the drafts prepared by the task force.

F. Development of human settlements statistics

37.  Thesecretariat presented the minutes of the consultation which had been organized in
cooperation with the ECE Statistical Division to coordinate internationa work on housing
datistics in the ECE region (HBP/2003/8). The delegations of Finland and the Netherlands
provided information on housing satigtics activity in the EU countries. It was reported that access
to the EU datidticd information was both difficult and expengve.

38. A representative of the ECE Statigtical Divison informed the Committee about the
planned joint activities of the Committee and the Conference of European Statisticiansto prepare
anew set of ECE recommendations on housing censuses, including ajoint meeting to be
organized in December 2004.

39. A representative of the World Fire Statistics Centre presented the annua report of this
organization.
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40.  The Committee agreed:

@ On the steps taken to streamline the preparation of the Bulletin, the questionnaire
and presentation of Satistica data, as agreed at the consultation. The new title would read
Bulletin of Housing Statidtics for Europe and North America;

(b) To assist the Conference of European Statisticians in the preparation of the new
set of recommendations on housing censuses.

G. Adoption of the programme of work

41.  The Committee adopted its programme of work for 2003-2005 (annex I), in line with the
budget narratives for 2004-2005 (annex I1).

V. WORK OF THE BUREAU AND THE REPORT OF THE HOUSING AND
URBAN MANAGEMENT ADVISORY NETWORK

42.  The Chairperson of the Committee' s Bureau reported on the work of the Bureau since
the Committee' s previous session. Mr. H. Pfeffer presented the report on the work of the
Advisory Network and its new members.

43. The Committee:

€) Approved the work of its Bureau;
(b) Discussed and took note of the work of the Advisory Network and of the new
members.

VI. OTHER BUSINESS
44,  The secretariat provided information on the ECE Trust Fund on Human Settlements.

45.  The gxty-fifth sesson of the Committee will be held from 20 to 22 September 2004 in
Geneva.

VII. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

46.  The Committee dected its new Bureau asfollows. Ms. Elena Szolgayova (Slovakia),
Chairperson; Ms. Doris Andoni (Albania); Ms. Daniela Grabmuillerova (Czech Republic);

Mr. Hubert van Eyk (Netherlands); Mr. Marek Zawidak (Poland); Mr. B. Kjellson (Sweden);
and Mr. E. Hauri (Switzerland).
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PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 2003-2005

SUBPROGRAMME 10 - HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

10.1.1 Country profiles on the housing sector

Description: The housing sector has a critica role to play in ensuring the success of economic and socid
development in the ECE region and the reform process in countries in trangtion. At the same time, the
process of trangtion to a market economy has had a profound impact on housing policy implementation
and management. This project represents atool for Governments to analyse their housing policies,
drategies, indtitutiona and financia frameworks for the housing sector and to compare the progress
made internationaly. The country profile is a process-oriented exercise. At its coreis an analytica sudy
on the housing sector, drafted by independent internationa experts. It draws on the Committee's work
on housing finance and statistics, land adminigiration and environmenta aspects of housing.
Recommendations for improving housing policies and practices are an essentia part of the programme.
It dlso aimsto provide information to potentiad investors.

Work accomplished: The country profiles on the housing sector of Bulgaria, Poland, Slovakia,
Lithuania, Romania, the Republic of Moldova and Albania have been published.

The studies for Armenia (started in October 2002) and the Russian Federation (started in April 2003)
are in preparation. The concept of the country profiles has been revised so as to strengthen the focus on
thematic areas which are of particular concern for the country under review. Steps have been taken to
follow up the implementation of the recommendationsin the country profiles.

In the context of the country profile on Romania, a workshop was organized in Bucharest in October
2002 to eva uate the devel opments which had taken place in the housing sector of Romania since the
preparation of the country profile in 2000. The country profile project is presented on the Committee's
web ste (http://mww.unece.org/env/hs/cph).

Work to be undertaken: The Committee will continue its activities for the preparation of country
profiles on the housing sector in other countries.

It will dso proceed with the preparation of aregiona profile along the lines suggested by the secretariat
in cooperation with the Council of Europe and its Development Bank. The regiond profile will be
prepared with additiond extrabudgetary funds and will not affect the planning and implementation of the
Committee' s country profile programme.

Further workshops or ad hoc meetings of experts will be held to discuss the results of policy
implementation as a follow-up to the studies recommendations and to provide additional
expertise in specific areas where needed. Cooperation with the United Nations Human
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Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), the European Union and the World Bank will be maintained and strengthened.
Duration: 2003 - 2005.

10.1.2 Improvement of urban environmenta performance

Description: Locd systems and cities are efficient Sarting points for promoting sustainable patterns of
urban and regiond development. In response to the call in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation
(Chap.lll, para.15) for action at dl levelsto “encourage and promote the development of [...]
programmes in support of regiona and nationd initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable
consumption and production to promote socid and economic development,” numerous initiatives have
aready been launched in cities and towns to raise public awareness of the environmenta impact of
individua consumption behaviour, to promote environmentaly sound goods, services and sustanable
use of energy, water, raw materials and land by individuals and communities. It is recognized that
environmentaly sound urban and regiond transport coordinated with sustainable land use and planning
at the centrd, regiond and local levels may lead to a substantia reduction in the negetive impact on
human hedlth, naturd resources and the environment, while improving the qudity of life and economic
performance. Modern community development planning focuses on abroad range of additiond issues
and factors: socid, economic, environmentd, financid, etc. It isimportant to develop effective loca
planning systems as an integrd part of srategic nationd and regiond planning and devel opment
schemes.

Work accomplished: Asafollow-up to the workshop on encouraging locd initiatives towards
sustainable consumption patterns (Vienna, February 1998), the Committee on Human Settlements and
the Steering Committee on Transport, Hedlth and Environment have welcomed the offer of the
delegation of Cyprus to organize aworkshop on sustainable and hedthy urban transport and planning.
The Committee has ds0 held an in-depth discussion on development planning at the local levd.

Work to be undertaken: The ddegation of Cyprus will organize the workshop in November 2003 to
address practica experience in the environmentally sound management of urban transport integrated
with sugtainable land-use planning. Case studies presented in acommon format and lessons learned will
be reviewed during the workshop. The delegation of Poland will host aworkshop on spatid planning in
thefirg haf of 2004. The Committee will prepare ECE guiddines on spatid planning systems (with
gpecid reference to countriesin trangtion).

Durationt 2003 - 2005.

10.1.3 Land regidration and land markets

Description: Proper land regidration is crucid for security of tenure and property rights,
effective housng policies and the promoation of reformsin economiesin trandtion, aswel asin
the context of European integration. The activity isaimed at providing assistance to countriesin
trangtion in reforming cadastre and land regigration systems and sharing information and
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experience of modernizing land administration systems in the devel oped market economies
through education and training; research and development; exchange of experience; transfer of
technology; and standardization.

Work accomplished: The study on land mass vauation systems for taxation purposesin Europe and
the survey on redtrictions on ownership, leasing and transfer of red property in the ECE countries, were
prepared and published in 2002 with the assistance of the Federa Land Cadastre Service of the
Russian Federation. Three workshops were held: on mass vauation systems of land for taxation
(Russian Federation, June 2002), on cooperation in land administration, customers and services
(Audtria, September 2002) and on spatia information management for a sustainable redl estate market
(Greece, May 2003). An internationd team of land administration experts undertook country reviews
on Armenia (2000), Georgia (2001) and the Russian Federation (2003).

Work to be undertaken: The Working Party is expected to decide on reviewing and updating the ECE
Land Adminigration Guiddines (ECE/HBP/96). In 2004 aland administration review is planned in
Lithuaniaand Azerbaijan (subject to confirmation). Three studies, namely the guiddines on legd and
cadastra objects and their identifiers, the guidelines on public access to data, and the report on
public/private partnership, are being prepared.

Workshops are planned in the United Kingdom (Edinburgh, 1-4 October 2003), Armenia (spring
2004) and Lithuania (autumn 2004). The third sesson of the Working Party on Land Administration will
take place in Geneva on 17-18 November 2003. Cooperation with key partners, such asthe World
Bank and EuroGeographics, will be further developed.

Duration 2003 - 2005.

10.14 Housing moderni zation and management

Description: This activity provides an opportunity to ook in detall at urban regeneration policies and a
the existing and emerging housing problems, especidly regarding housing financing and the management
of the exigting housing stock. As aresult of the privatization processin countriesin trangtion, the
proportion of owner-occupied dwdlings in multi-family housing has increased consderably. It is
therefore important to establish property rights, define mixed ownership, and analyse legd conditions of
condominiums, their organizationa and management frameworks. Basic mechanisms for socid housing
development should also be defined and recommended.

Work accomplished: The ECE Guiddines on Ownership of Housing Condominium were prepared and
published in 2003 (ECE/HBP/123). The Colloquium on housing cooperatives was organized jointly by
UNECE, UN-HABITAT and the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) in Ankarain June 2002. A
workshop on socid housing was held in Prague in May 2003 asfirst step in the preparation of ECE
guidelines on socia housing, and atask force for the preparation of the guideines was established. A
draft of the guidelines on housing finance was prepared and discussed by the Project Steering Group at
three meetings 2003.
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Work to be undertaken: The Committee and its Bureau will study ways to promote the practica
application of the Guiddines on Ownership of Housng Condominium and ensure their wide
dissemination in countriesin trandtion. A second workshop on housing condominiums will be organized
in the Russian Federation on 23-26 November 2003. The guidelines on housing finance systems for
countriesin trangtion will be finalized and presented to the Committee at its next sesson. The
Committee will continue its work on socid housing guidelines, taking into account the strong links
between socid housing and housing cooperatives. A second workshop on socid housing will be
organized in Viennain 2004. The workshop will consider the results of the work on these guidedines.

Duration: 2003 - 2005.

10.1.5 Devdopment of human settlements gatistics

Description: The Committee, together with the Conference of European Statisticians, develops and
improves internationd human settlements atigtics, and publishes the Bulletin of Housing Statitics for
Europe and North America every two years. The Committee and the Conference are aso cooperating
on the preparation of a set of ECE recommendations on housing censuses.

Work accomplished: The Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics for Europe and North America
was published in 2000. The human settlements Satistics web Steis accessble &:
http://Mmww.unece.org/env/hs/bulletiny.

A joint conaultation (Committee on Human Settlements/Conference of European Statigticians) took
place on 5 June 2003. It recommended some changes in the questionnaire sent each year to the
nationd datigtica offices and revised the name of the Bulletin. The new title would read Bulletin of
Housing Statistics for Europe and North America.

Work to be undertaken: The Committee will prepare the next issue of the Bulletin of Housng Statigtics
for Europe and North Americato be available on the Web in 2003. The Committee will coordinate the
collection of housing gatistics with the EU activities on housing satistics. It will also cooperate with the
Conference of European Statisticians to prepare anew set of housing census recommendations.

Duration 2003 - 2005.

10.1.6 Maor trends characterizing human settlements devel opment

Description: The development of human settlements encompasses awide range of changes and trends,
which are not always compatible with the principles of sustainability. More knowledge of the forces
influencing the configuration of urban development and the characterigtics of the implementation of urban
policieswill be provided by studying mgor trends characterizing human settlements development and
presenting nationd experiences in formulaing and implementing policies for amore sustainable
development of human settlements.
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Work accomplished: The Ninth Conference on Urban and Regiona Research took placein Leeds
(United Kingdom) on 9-12 June 2002. The main topic was sustainable and livegble cities. Three
themes were discussed: (i) urban society and economy: towards socia equity through effective planning
policies and tools - abehavioura perspective; (ii) improving urban performance: urban structure and
ecosystems, (i) governance and urban organization: integrated decison-making. The Committee's
Bureau started consultations with the Slovak delegation to establish the topic, venue and date for the
next conference on urban and regiond research to be held in Sovakiain 2006.

Work to be undertaken: The Committee will continue the exchange of experience in the implementation
of the Habitat Agenda and the Millennium Declaration, and will consider the priorities of the Plan of
Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in the context of its programme
activities. A preparatory group for the 10th Conference will be established in 2004. The Conference
will be organized in cooperation and consultation with the European Network for Housing Research,
and its scope will be looked into in order to bring together both researchers and policy makers aswell
as other actors. The Committee will contribute to the regiona follow-up to the World Summit on
Sudtainable Deve opment and will hold ajoint session with ISOCARP in September 2004.

Duration 2003 - 2005.
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Annex I
BUDGET NARRATIVE 2004-2005
Subprogramme 8. Human settlements

The work under the subprogramme will be carried out by the Environment and Human Settlements
Divison. The subprogramme s overdl am isto improve the Stuation in human settlementsin the ECE
region by supporting in particular socialy vulnerable population groups and taking into account the
gender perspective. The activities of the subprogramme will relate to the implementation of the ECE
Strategy for a Sustainable Qudity of Life in Human Settlements in the 21% Century as adopted at the
ministerial meeting in September 2000. In line with these directions, the main activities of the
subprogramme will be the preparation of andytica studies and guiddines on urban environmentd
performance and housing palicies, with a particular focus on socid housing, the dissemination of best
practices, the compilation and publication of housing and building gatigtics for the ECE region, the
organization of seminars and workshops, the provision of expert assstance to individua ECE countries
aswell asthe follow-up of the implementation of the policy recommendations agreed at the relevant
intergovernmental meetings. In particuar, the follow-up activities on the country profiles on the housing
sector will be strengthened and systematized. In addition, preparations will be undertaken to revise the
ECE Strategy for a Sustainable Qudlity of Life in Human Settlementsin the light of the developments
taken place in the five years following its adoption.

For the 2004-2005 biennium, the objective and corresponding expected accomplishments and
performance indicators will be as set out below:

Objective: to improve the qudity of lifein human settlements, to facilitate socia cohesion and security,
and to strengthen the capacity-building process in countries with economies in trangtion.

I ndicator s of achievement
a Steps taken towards the implementation
of the recommendations on reforming the housing
sector including those with a gender dimension.

Expected accomplishments

a Implementation of ECE policy guidelines
and recommendations on reforms in the housing
sector, also with regard to the ageing population
and increased awareness of gender perspectives.

b. Further development and reformsin land b. Steps taken towards the |mpl ementatlon

administration. _of recommeqdatlons on modermzanon and
improvementsin land registration systems adopted
by countries.

C. Improved policy formulation and cl Number of high-level delegates

governance of housing and land administration in
countries, including promoting a better-defined
role for municipalities.

participating in ECE meetings in the area of
governance and policy development for housing
and land administration.

c2 Set of agreed solid policy conclusions
reached at the annual sessions of the Committee
on Human Settlements.




