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Presentation for the 6th sessien of the
_ UNECE Working'party onfandfadministration
(18-19 June 09)




= A UN;System-wide coordination body. Established in 2001 pursuant to the
General Assembly resolution 53/242 in July 19909.

EMG identifies issues on the international environmental agenda that warrant
cooperation, and finds ways of engaging its collective capacity in coherent
management responses to those issues.

Membership consists of the specialized agencies, programmes and organs of
the United Nations including the secretariats of the Multilateral Environmental
Agreements.

Silie group is chaired by the Executive DirectoRreRUINER  Asecretaritl
previded by UNEPRRIGEREYa, Switzerland: s

S Termls of Peferencer theasileReie threugh technical meetings, Issue

VEREEEMENT Groups and task forces. Representatives of intergovernmental
bodies, civil society and international non-governmental organizations can be
invited to contribute.




=__Support to MEAs (Land and biodiversity)

= [nternational environmental governance (UN GAprocess.2005 summit-
views of the UN system-MEAS synergies

UN wide support to intergovernmental fora (contributing to agendas of
UNEP,CSD,MEAS)

2- Sustainability of UN Operations
= One UN green operations

= Sustainable precurement

= UN Climate Neutrality,

= Seciallsafeguards e UN operations

3- Information exchange and knowledge management




EMG and UN Land

B rv@r: for actlor)
ort to UNCCD and jts 10 year sirateg)

: "ng relevant UN oraganizationswor: Ctortheoperatonalto _’61eet1ves ofither
UNCCD Strategy according to thelr respective mandaies,

= Need 1o reintroducetheland CONCEPT 1IN a poesItive way

- lLLeeking at land from a wider sustainable development scope and not from
desertification and dry land ( looking at problematic of land from a UN system view)

Value of land as an opportunity for investment, as part of ecosystem services, as
means to combat climate change and enhance food security.

Enhancing scientific assessments on land and establishing a strong land science-
policy interface

Promoting scientific.analysis on the profile and value of land in curbing climate
change and enhancing food security ( mitigation and adaptation-canion
seguestration, sustainanlelzand management PreCliceS)

e

B0 2 UNMWide land network
= [ ack of a common vision on pressing land Issues

= |Lack of a common agenda for action and more holistic
appreach on land issues in the UN system
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Promoting the' concept of sustainable land
management and use including agriculture,
biodiversity, and sustainable urban development

Providing a platform for information exchange and
knowledge on emerging land issues

S

S Strengtheninejtiessciencepolicy nterface, (a
Slandsterntreport)
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S Pevelopiig a more holistic and compreiensive: approaci o land ISSUeEs a

Bilateral™ or trilateral’ cooperation™ on' speciiic: landISsues exist (e.g the GEE fund' | projects, LLADA, KM-ands, fﬁ.‘ e canon Denefit
prejectsyierAirica) butneed'is for EMG tergoer beyond one community: and! bridge the gap between different UN"communities; 1.€. these that
perceive land"issues fiom an; essential-econemic standpeints (tor support poverty: alleviation) and these that address the envirenmental
dimensions of land.

EMG to help achieve a better buy-in to the land issues through linking it
to the emerging Issues.

This is especially appropriate conS|der|ng EI\_/IG mandate to forge collaboration on
emerging environmental issues. “Emerging” issues mentioned include land in relation to:

— Carbon sequestration

— Food security

— Agricultural soil

—  Humidity index
\Water scarcity and dreught
Scientific research
Base line andiargeisHmss

SSlern’-type reporton drylands to demonstrate the econemic benefits of actions and
COSts of non-action-investment opportunities

Metrics of economics
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= preparation o (“rapid response ~type)
actien-oriented/targeted policy report to
highlight the importance of dry-lands as
they relate to a few key emergingussues in
the global agenda, including climate
_.change.and food security and the
[nvestmentieppostunities eliered:




: repoﬂ*-vvou o) | erprescrptive butbe builtonthe
EXISting knowledge, science and experences of theragencies(ICIuding actions
already being taken), focused on the positive side (economic, social and
environmental) of drylands and supperted by a strong communication plan
(possibly benefiting from marketing advice).

Agencies will be engaged and responsible for each chapter according to their
areas of expertise and focus.

The report provides concrete recommendations on opportunities in the land' for
energy production, carbon sequestration and the associated social and
economic spin offs, including a strong emphasis on the economic incentives of
effective land use and management in arid areas (sinks, payments for
envirenmental senvices, etc.).

—

[t focuses ondiylandsiasianieconemicalviableNnvestment opportunity. to [ielp
Smitigaterinerglonaliimpacts of climate change and address increasing demands
fior alternative energy resources.

The report includes the current status of the land droughts, the opportunities for
investment (including scenario analysis — visions of what will happen if
Investments in land are made), and brings the science and policy together.
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= Establishment of'an Issue Management
Group oniland (September 2009- EMG
SOM)

= | aunching of the outline of the report
(UNCCD COP — September 09- Argentina)

S

~=rlLaunchofithereport, UNCED COP in 2010




More information on land

WWW.UNEMG.ORG




