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Sustainable Housing and Real 
Estate Markets 

Sustainable Urban 
Development 

Land Administration and 
Management 

Country Profiles on Housing 
and Land Management 

Social housing:  
• Study on social housing 
• Capacity building 
 
Energy efficient housing: 
• Regional Action Plan 
• National Action Plans 
• Casebook of best practices 
• Building codes 
• Capacity building 
              

Smart cities  
• Smart city indicators 
• Pilot projects 
• Regional network of cities  
• Regional conferences 
 
Urban planning 
• HABITAT III regional report 
• Policy guidance document 

 
 

Capacity building workshops 
• Copenhagen, Baku, Vienna, 

Moscow 
 
Studies  
• Benchmarking of land 

administration systems 
• Informal settlements  
• Unification of land registries 
 
Cooperation FAO, JRC, WB 

CP studies 
• Uzbekistan 
• Republic of Moldova 
• Armenia 
• Russian Federation 
 
Monitoring implementation 
• Republic of Moldova 
• Serbia  
• Tajikistan 
• Ukraine 

 
FRAMEWORK: 

UNECE Strategy on Sustainable Housing and Land Land Management 2014 – 2020 (implementation) 
 

Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable Housing (endorsed on 16 April 2015) 
 

Mandate and areas of work 
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a  

Geneva UN Charter on  
Sustainable Housing 

 
 

Scope 
Improve sustainability of housing in the ECE region through 

effective policies and actions  
supported by international cooperation 
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UNECE coordinates the preparation of a regional report for ECE region for the United Nations 
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development - HABITAT III (Quito, Ecuador, 17-21 
October 2015).  
 
HABITAT III Regional Roadmap milestones: 
 First Expert Group Meeting on Regional Report, 29 May 2015, Milano, Italy 
 Second Expert Group Meeting on Regional Report, September 2015, Geneva 
 76th session of the Committee on Housing and Land Management, 14-15 December 2015 
 European Regional Meeting for Habitat III, Prague, 18-20 May 
 HABITAT III Third PrepCom, 25-27 July 2016, Jakarta, Indonesia 
 77th session of the Committee, 12 – 15 September 2016 
 HABITAT III Conference 17 – 20 October 2016 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In several countries there is a lack of rental housing, in some a lack of housing designed to meet special needs such as those of the elderly and people with disabilities and, in others, there is a general housing shortage. 
In addition, an increasing part of the population is finding it difficult to afford housing-related costs such as electricity, heating and water utility bills; housing cost overburden leads to decreased investment in maintenance which in turns causes health hazards such as asthma, allergies, tuberculosis, and lung cancer all of which contribute to increased mortality. 
To respond to increased concerns about the lack of affordable housing, a study on social housing was elaborated, which identifies key challenges and important trends in social housing in the region and provides recommendations on future policies which could help member States to improve access to adequate, affordable, healthy and good-quality housing for all. 
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Energy efficiency in buildings 

2010 

Regional workshops Minsk 
(2011), Tbilisi  (2013), Hammamet 
(2014) 

2011 

Green Homes Regional Action Plan National Action Plans 

National workshops Armenia, 
Tajikistan, Serbia 2014-2016 

Casebook of best practices, 
network of experts, 2013-2014 

2009 

Compedium of building 
regulations, 1996-2003 

Consultations on building codes 
and standards,  
Geneva, April 2015 

C
ooperation                      

w
ith Energy 

Subprogram
m

e  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Energy efficiency is one of the key priorities of the CHLM. 
1. The Compendium provides up-to-date material to assist public authorities and other bodies concerned in the revision of national building regulations and related documents. Is a tool to facilitate the harmonization of building regulations in the ECE region.
2. Publications – Green Homes
3. Regional Action Plan, National Action Plans for Montenegro, started for Georgia
4. Casebook of good practices in energy efficiency in housing and establishment of a network of experts on energy efficiency 
5. National workshops on energy efficient and affordable housing were organized in Albania, Armenia, and Tajikistan. In November, the UNECE organized along with ESCAP and ESCWA, a regional workshop “Energy efficiency for sustainable housing” as part of the fifth International Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development in Tunisia. The workshop addressed the long-term environmental impact of energy efficiency in the housing sector as well as appropriate financial mechanisms, legislative frameworks and policies for providing access to sustainable energy, especially for low-income and vulnerable groups. 
 6. Exhibition “Greener and smarter homes: energy efficiency in buildings” was organized to celebrate World Habitat Day in October 2014 in the Palais des Nations which included examples cost and energy-efficient technologies in buildings. The exhibition was co-organized by the UNECE CHLM; UNOG; the public service organization SIG, a provider of utility services for the Canton of Geneva; and Energy Cities (European Association of Local Authorities in Energy Transition). 
 7. The Committee on Housing and Land Management (CHLM) and the Committee on Sustainable Energy (CSE) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) organized an Expert Consultation on Energy Efficiency Standards in Buildings. 
 The meeting was organized in response to the decision of the 75th CHLM session (ECE/HBP/2014/4) to develop a study on standards related to energy efficiency in buildings. he workshop will give an overview of the current international activities on standards on energy efficiency in buildings; discuss the main priorities of UNECE member States in the field of energy efficiency in buildings; and formulate possible further steps for the work on standards on energy efficiency in buildings at the UNECE. 
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3. Creation of a multi-stakeholder 
platform and content hub for 
smart city initiatives 

2. Preparation of smart city  
profiles with recommendations 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
 

1. Development of a set of 
indicators for evaluating smart and 
sustainable cities 

Smart cities –  
inclusive, safe, resilient, sustainable and “connected” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To promote the “new urban agenda” the Committee joined forces with a range of partner organizations, including UN-Habitat, the Organization for international Economic Cooperation (OiER), the Austrian Environment Agency, universities, organizations from private sector and NGOs to elaborate smart cities indicators and smart city profiles.  An open platform will be developed for sharing best practices and experiences. 
What is a smart city? 
A “smart city” is a city that is dynamic in implementing sustainable initiatives. It is a city, which is able to provide affordable and healthy housing, and reduce its consumption of energy and emission of pollutants. It is a city which supports green, inclusive, healthy, compact, smart and resilient human settlements; promotes investments in its different sectors; and effectively manages its financial resources. The smart city has an integrated approach to planning and building, and works toward environmentally clean, affordable public transportation, higher air and water quality and efficient waste management. It embraces a sustainable management of urban land as well as transparent land and property registration.  Its efficiency is improved by the use of innovative technologies and ICT within the different sectors. Furthermore, smart cities reinforce the cooperation between different stakeholders in the public and private sectors including: national and local authorities, academia, NGOs, and city inhabitants.
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Land administration 
Studies  

• Challenges of Fraud to Land Administration Institutions (2011) 

• Benchmarking of land administration systems (2014) 

• Informal settlements (2015) 

Cooperation 

The World Bank, FAO, the European Commission, ELRA, FIG, Eurogeographics   

 
Workshops: e-governance, institutions 
 
2015: Vienna; Baku; Washington, DC; Moscow   
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Working Party Land Administration (WPLA) works to promote and improve land administration and land management in the UNECE region including through improving security of tenure, improving and creating more effective land registries and promoting sustainable land use policies.
It published a benchmarking land administration systems in the UNECE region as well as analysing recent achievements and major challenges in developing real estate infrastructure from a technical, organisational and innovative perspective. 
The WPLA organized workshops and sessions on interregional experiences with land administration organizations at the World Bank Land and poverty conference, in March 2014 in Washington, DC. The WPLA undertook two land administration reviews in 2013 and 2014, in the Republic of Moldova and in Uzbekistan. 
UNECE and FAO signed an MoU which formalized the already strong cooperation between the two organisations on developing national capacities in Member States on land administration and management. 
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Country Profiles on Housing and Land Management 

• On request of countries 
 

• Using mostly XB resources 
• Prepared by international experts in cooperation with the 

Government and national UNDP offices 
• Include analysis and policy recommendations 
 
The Country Profiles were published for Bulgaria (1996), Poland 
(1998), Slovakia (1999), Lithuania (2000), Romania (2001), the 
Republic of Moldova (2002), Albania (2002), Armenia and the 
Russian Federation (2004), Serbia and Montenegro (2006), 
Georgia (2007), Belarus (2008), Kyrgyzstan (2010), Azerbaijan 
(2010), Tajikistan (2011), Ukraine (2013). 
 
In work: Uzbekistan and Republic of Armenia  
 
Pipeline: the Russian Federation, Croatia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Country Profiles continue to be a tool for governments to use in analysing their policies and strategies on housing, urban development and land management, as well as the institutional and financial frameworks for these sectors. ratio when resizing.
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National Action Plans for Sustainable  
Housing and Urban Development 

• Based on country profiles’ policy 
recommendations 

• Implementation overseen by a 
high-level interministerial 
steering committees 

• Implementation by national 
experts in cooperation with the 
UNECE and international 
experts 

• Donor coordination mechanism 

• Supported by capacity building 
activities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Ukraine, the Government agreed to prepare a national action plan to implement their Country Profile’s policy recommendations. In Tajikistan, UNECE assisted the Government in completing its action plan and implementation should start before the end of 2014. The draft action plan for Tajikistan includes activities on energy efficient housing, construction standards, and city planning taking into account risks from natural disasters. 
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Key priorities 2015 - 2016 

 - Implementation of the Geneva UN Charter at national and local levels 
   (Guidance to member States, monitoring) 
 - HABITAT III Regional Report and Roadmap (before HABITAT III) 
 - Support to the implementation of the New Urban Agenda (after)  
   (Principles, a wider involvement of cities in the work of the Committee) 
 - Implementation of the post 2015 agenda on cities and human settlements 
 - FAO voluntary guidelines on the responsible governance of tenure of land 
 - Smart cities indicators and smart city profiles 
 - Monitoring of policy implementation: country profiles, action plans 
 - Partnerships with other organisations and UNECE subprogrammes 
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Real Estate Market Advisory Group 
• Assists the Committee and the WPLA to develop stronger housing real estate 

markets. The Advisory Group reports to the Committee and the WPLA. 
• Support in the implementation of their programmes of work with special attention 

to area of work one of the programme of work, “Sustainable Housing and Real 
Estate Markets”. 

 

Possible activities of the Advisory Group: 
• (a) Energy efficient housing; 
• (b) Affordable and social housing; 
• (c) Housing finance  
• (d) Property valuation and registration; 
• (e) Land markets and land administration. 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Working Party Land Administration (WPLA) works to promote and improve land administration and land management in the UNECE region including through improving security of tenure, improving and creating more effective land registries and promoting sustainable land use policies.
It published a benchmarking land administration systems in the UNECE region as well as analysing recent achievements and major challenges in developing real estate infrastructure from a technical, organisational and innovative perspective. 
The WPLA organized workshops and sessions on interregional experiences with land administration organizations at the World Bank Land and poverty conference, in March 2014 in Washington, DC. The WPLA undertook two land administration reviews in 2013 and 2014, in the Republic of Moldova and in Uzbekistan. 
UNECE and FAO signed an MoU which formalized the already strong cooperation between the two organisations on developing national capacities in Member States on land administration and management. 
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Previous Real Estate Market Advisory Group activities 
 

• The study “Policy Framework for Sustainable Real Estate Markets: Principles and 
guidance for the development of a country's real estate sector”, which offers 
institutional advice on issues such as the establishment of financial markets 
backed by real estate as collateral, harmonized valuation standards for real 
property and transparency in investment risk assessment.  
 

• REM also organised a series of roundtables in Ukraine,  
Russia and Italy 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Working Party Land Administration (WPLA) works to promote and improve land administration and land management in the UNECE region including through improving security of tenure, improving and creating more effective land registries and promoting sustainable land use policies.
It published a benchmarking land administration systems in the UNECE region as well as analysing recent achievements and major challenges in developing real estate infrastructure from a technical, organisational and innovative perspective. 
The WPLA organized workshops and sessions on interregional experiences with land administration organizations at the World Bank Land and poverty conference, in March 2014 in Washington, DC. The WPLA undertook two land administration reviews in 2013 and 2014, in the Republic of Moldova and in Uzbekistan. 
UNECE and FAO signed an MoU which formalized the already strong cooperation between the two organisations on developing national capacities in Member States on land administration and management. 


http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/policy.framework.e.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/policy.framework.e.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/policy.framework.e.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your attention! 
 

http://www.unece.org/housing.html 
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