
Public Participation & Access to Information
www.SpasiGorata.net

In the context of other similar BlueLink‘s
IT powered practices

http://www.spasigorata.net/


BlueLink
Since 1998 - the electronic information network of environmental non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in Bulgaria.

- BlueLink facilitate the information exchange and synergy among the 
efforts of Bulgarian citizenry, NGOs and institutions;
- Create mechanisms and technological opportunities to foster 
efficient civil actions for nature protection. 

How it works

- News portal: news, statements, press clipping, 
resources, campaigns, thematic pages.

- Meetings, workshops, internships.

- Communication tools, debate and online 
collaboration: mailing lists, blog space 
websites, hosting, petitions, surveys.

- Focal point - APC, Aarhus convention,
Voting platform.



spasigorata.net
Online platform for alerts on illegal tree-felling

- Go thoroughly through the 
Instructions and 
Requirements sections in 
order to:

• verify whether the tree-felling 
you have witnessed matches the 
description and indicators for  
illegal logging;

• organize correctly the 
information that you need to 
submit within your alert.

-Create your account to 
submit an alert :

• The password will be provided 
to the e-mail address you 
indicate.

- Private data is only used 
by the admin if needed to 
clarify the submitted alert.

Meet the system:



- To submit an alert, enter 
-Submit an alert” “tree-felling alert”

- The main information needed is the exact 
location of tree-felling –via GPS or 
ZOOM&click on the digital map.
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More info needed within the alert:

•Title

•Free description text form - do insert pictures from 
the toolbar, if available

• If there are forestry marks on the logs/trees, it is 
impoirtant to submit pictures of them (in the free txt 
form) or

•Write down the number of the mark in the relevant 
field

•Type of tree-felling

•Closest starting point – a village, hut, local cliffs, etc.

• Responsible forestry administration unit – local 
department, person, if known

•Summary description
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Off-site alert submission:

-An SMS including the GPS 
location or an exact location 
description (as detailed in 
Requirements);

•The addressee is
gorata@bluelink.net;

•The system accepts SMS and MMS
via the “SMS to e-mail” services of 
Mtel and Globul;

-E-mail to gorata@bluelink.net;

http://www.spasigorata.net/sms
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-The alert will be read and 
approved/discarded by the 
administrator within 24 hours of 
submission

- After admin’s approval, it will be 
displayed under the “Unverified 
alerts” section - - where it can 
be reviewed by all platform visitors
след;

- After it has been officially verified 
by experts from the forestry 
administration and the NGO 
partners, the alert will be displayed 
under the “Illegal Tree Felling”
section - ; 

- Follow-up and results form official 
checks are published as 
comments to the alerts.

After your alert has been submitted:

-The Executive Forestry Agency is an official partner of the online platform and has pledged itself to 
conducting verification on the alerts on the field jointly with NGO experts. 
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Development:
- National-level coverage of activities:
• local trainings for citizens and experts
• development of a volunteer network for preliminary checks on the alerts
• Public support for anti-corruption reforms within the forestry sector

- Technical elaboration of the online platform – design, 
integration with relevant registers of the forestry administration, GIS data, etc.

- Development of more alert categories to fight other crimes in Bulgarian forests:
• Fires
• Illegal hunting
• Illegal construction
• Unregulated middens

- Involvement of more stakeholders:
• To provide efficiency and sanctions for the alerts
• To provide capacity for national-level trainings and trained volunteers for preliminary checks
• To ensure administrative support and recognition of the partnership and 
• strict adherence to the agreed terms and roles of the joint work with the platform
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vote.bluelink.net
E-voting for civil society legitimate representation

Exists from 2000. Online and administrated by BlueLink - from 2005.

Now 182 organisations are subscribed as participants.

Actually 50 representatives in 59 consultative bodies in the institutions and NGOs
(the representatives are not limited to one).
Among them the Ministries of Environment and Waters, of Health, of Agriculture, of 
Regional Development and Council of Ministers. 

NGOs already use it.

NGOs from other areas - cultural, ethnic, legal, etc, want to use the platform.



This popularity made the platform dangerous

Business NGOs and GONGO begin to fear that it pushes them from their 
comfortable positions. As a result, this year we had precedents.
• Were sabotaged elections to an advisory committee of the GMO the Ministry of 
Environment. 
• Ministry appealed prominent member of the Senior Advisory Board, Andrey
Kovachev to leave it.
• Ministry pretend that the process is not transparent.

What we do

Revise and update the rules and the technology.

Lobbing & explaining what e-vote platform is.

Evolution to peer-review mechanism, based on practical, scientific approach.

Possibilities to multiply the tool.



grajdani.eu (citizens.eu)

An IT platform based on the identified needs of Bulgarian Online Activism, 
including:
- A data base of civil initiatives and heir online presence/ICT usage;
- A database of ICT IT initiatives and platforms targeting active citizenship;
- ICT tools ideas targeting the specific needs of active individual citizens and non-
organised ad hoc civil groups;
- An action plan for better servicing traditional targets such as formal NGOs. 

Now we have http://grajdani.eu (citizens.eu) - a collaborative tool for NGOs and 
informal civil groups, working for environment and social change. 

We have done the first phase: Registration, interests, different search possibilities, 
initiatives, events, calendar, messaging.

We work on the second: Working group, shared documents, web 2.0 tools to 
spread information.



BlueLink Information Network
Tel. +359 (0)2 8668207

Tel./Fax. +359 (0)2 8652860

Vladimir Ivanov
v_ivanov[at]bluelink.net
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