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Water

Purpose

Use of freshwater resources

Water exploitation index

To describe the pressure on freshwater
resources over time focusing mainly on
the sustainability of abstraction by different
sectors.

Trend

In 2009, more than 55 % of total freshwater
abstracted in the West Balkan countries
was used for cooling processes in electricity
production, around 27 % for public water
supply, almost 12 % by the manufacturing
industry and 6 % for imigation. Between
2004 and 2008, abstraction for public
water supply was faily stable, while the
manufacturing industry decreased its share
Agriculture varied its share between 2002
and 2009. The Water Exploitation Index
(WEI) in the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia reached the highest value in
2004, very close to the waming threshold
of 20 %. marking this year as the water
stressed year of the country.

Policy implementation

The most important relevant EU legislation
is the Water Framework Directive, which
requires countries to promote sustainable
use through longterm protection of
available resources and to ensure a
balance between groundwater abstraction
and recharge. The directive’s overall goal
is to achieve good surface water and
groundwater ecclogical status in all water
bodies. The regional development of new
legislation is still in progress.

Did you know?

One cup of coffee requires 140 litres of
water (taking info account the entire life
cycle). If everyone in the world drank a cup
of coffee each morning it would ‘cost’ about
120 billion m? of water a year (equivalent
to mere than 45 million Olympic-sized
swimming pools).
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Water abstraction in the West Balkan countries
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Development of National
Environmental Information System
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*National Biodiversity
Information System

*National Waste
Management
Information System

*National Air Quality
Information System
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