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PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE FORTY- FOURTH SESSI ON

to be held in the Palais des Nations, Ceneva, starting
at 10 a.m on Monday, 16 Septenber 1996

1. Adoption of the agenda TRADE/ WP. 4/ 196

2. Matters arising fromthe re-engi neering TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1234
process of the Wirking Party

3. Trade facilitation and UN EDI FACT in TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 899
econonmes in transition

4, Matters arising fromthe fifty-fourth
session of the Meeting of Experts on
Data El enents and Automatic Data
I nt erchange (CGE. 1)

5. Matters arising fromthe fifty-fourth
session of the Meeting of Experts on
Procedures and Docunentation (CE. 2)

6. Matters arising fromthe joint session
on legal matters of the Meeting of
Experts on Data El enents and Automatic
Data I nterchange and the Meeting of
Experts on Procedures and Docunentation
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7. Cooperation with other internationa
bodi es and organi zati ons
(a) Inland Transport Conmittee
(b) Intersecretariat Task Force
(c) Qher international organizations

8. Recent progress at the national, regiona
or international |evels

9. Programme and organi zation of work TRADE/ WP. 4/ 165
and priorities
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 899

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1000
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1000/ Corr. 1
10. O her business

11. Adoption of the Report of the forty-fourth

sessi on
* * %

EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

| nt roducti on

1. The provisional agenda for the forty-fourth session of the Wirking Party
on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures has been established in
accordance with decisions taken at its forty-third session

2. The provisional tinmetable presented bel ow has been agreed upon by the
Bureau of the Working Party on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures
for its forty-fourth session and for the sessions of its Meetings of Experts.

It is expected that the experts of GE.1 and GE.2 will have a joint session
on legal issues in the norning of 19 Septenber 1996.

a. m
p. m

Monday 16 Sept enber 1996 I nformal neeting CGE 1
Tuesday 17 Sept enber 1996 CGE 1 CGE 1
Wednesday 18 Sept enber 1996 CGE 2 CGE 2
Thur sday 19 Sept enber 1996 CE 1/GE 2 WP. 4
Fri day 20 Septenber 1996 WP. 4 WP. 4

3. The informal neeting of delegations will take place on Mnday, 16

Sept enber 1996 starting at 10.00 and continuing until 13.00. During the
neeting on 16 Septenber 1996, the WP.4 Bureau will present the consolidated
final report fromthe three ad hoc groups (for Programe Devel opnent, Centre
| mpl enent ati on and Enmpowernment) established to develop the plans and terns of
ref erence necessary for the inplenentati on of the Re-engi neering proposa
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approved at the Septenber 1995 WP. 4 session. The WP.4 neeting begi nning at
15.00 on 19 Septenber 1996 will be to debate and discuss the sane docunment. In
the context of trade facilitation work, the word "del egations" refers not only
to countries but also to international organizations regularly represented at
neeti ngs.

ltem1 - Adoption of the agenda

4. | n accordance with the Conm ssion's Rules of Procedures, the first itemon
t he provisional agenda is the adoption of the agenda (document TRADE/ WP. 4/196).

ltem2 - Matters arising fromthe re-engi neering process of
the Working Party

5. Docurent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1234 contains the final report fromthe WP.4 Bureau
including the final reports fromthree ad hoc groups established at the

Sept enber 1995 session to develop the plans and ternms of reference necessary
for the inplenmentation of the Re-engineering proposal approved at the Septenber
1995 WP. 4 neeti ng.

ltem3 - Trade facilitation and UN EDI FACT i n econom es
in transition

6. At its thirty-sixth session, the Wrking Party agreed to include this item
in the agenda of its further sessions. Docunent TRADE/ WP.4/ R 899 represents an
i nput of the secretariat on the subject. At the March 1996 session of the
Working Party, del egations were invited to conment on neasures to be taken in
the field of trade facilitation to assist econonmies in transition.

ltem4 - Matters arising fromthe fifty-fourth session of the
Meeting of Experts on Data El enments and Autonmtic Data

| nt er change

7. The Chairman of the Meeting of Experts will present proposals forwarded by
the Meeting to the Working Party for action

ltem5 - Matters arising fromthe fifty-fourth session of the
Meeting of Experts on Procedures and Docunentati on

8. The Chairman of the Meeting of Experts will present proposals forwarded by
the Meeting to the Working Party for action

ltem6 - Matters arising fromthe joint session on |legal matters
of the Meeting of Experts on Data El enents and Autonmtic
Data | nterchange and the Meeting of Experts on Procedures
and Docunent ati on

9. The Chairman of the joint session on |legal nmatters of the Meetings of
Experts will present proposals forwarded by the session to the Wrking Party for
action.

ltem 7 - Cooperation with other international bodies and
organi zati ons

(a) Inland Transport Conmittee

10. The secretariat will present a report on activities within the franmework of
the ECE Inland Transport Conmittee relevant to the facilitation of internationa
trade procedures that have taken place since the forty-third session of the
Working Party.
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(b) Intersecretariat Task Force

11. The secretariat will report on activities within the Intersecretariat Task
Force on cooperation between ECE, UNCTAD and ITC in the field of Trade
Facilitation.

(c) Q her international organizations

12. O her devel opnents relevant to trade facilitation which m ght have occurred
within international organizations could be reported under this item of the
agenda.

ltem8 - Recent progress at the national, reqgional or internationa
| evel s

13. It is recalled that oral statenments made at the sessions concerning recent
progress shoul d be supplenmented by witten contributions for reproduction and
di stribution.

Iltem9 - Progranme and organi zation of work and priorities

14. In light of progress nade since its twenty-eighth session (Septenber 1989),
when the current version of the Programme of work (Annex to docunent
TRADE/ WP. 4/ 165) was approved, the Working Party agreed to further discuss this
itemon the basis of the proposals nmade by del egati ons. Docunents
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 946, TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 899 and TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1000 and its Corr.1 are
secretariat inputs on the subject.

ltem 10 - O her business

15. At the time of witing, the secretariat has no points to propose under this
item

Iltem 11 - Adoption of the Report of the forty-fourth session

17. The Working party decided at its March 1996 session to issue its report
after having received witten comments from Heads of del egation. The report was
i ssued subject to the clearance of the Wrking Party's Chairnan

18. It is proposed that the sanme procedure be adopted For the report of the
Sept enber 1996 session




TRADE/ WP. 4/ 196
page 5



