UNITED
NATIONS E

Distr.

Economic and Social GENERAL

COUﬂCi| ECE/TRADE/C/CEFACT/2008/23
23 July 2008

Original: ENGLISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
COMMITTEE ON TRADE

Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Busme
Fourteenth session

Geneva, 16 — 17 September 2008

Item 6 of the provisional agenda

REPORTS OF THE RAPPORTEURS

Development of the Asia and Pacific Region

Report by the UN/CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia*

I INTRODUCTION

1. The countries and regional bodies in the Asia Ra@gion actively continued their efforts to
realize the potential of electronic business aadéifacilitation for regional development. This is
the report of the Rapporteur for Asia on the degweient in the region based on his observation on
and interaction with regional bodies since thet¢iginth UN/CEFACT Plenary session.

Il.  ASIA PACIFIC COUNCIL FOR TRADE FACILITATION AND ELECTRONIC
BUSINESS (AFACT)

2. Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation and &l®nic Business (AFACT) is a regional
body mandated to support in the Asia Pacific regioficies and activities, especially those
promoted by UN/CEFACT, and dedicate itself to stabe, improve and promote the ability of
business, trade and administrative organizationgxtthange products and relevant services
effectively, in a non-political environment.

*This document was submitted late due to resouoostcaints.
GE.08-24729
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3. The twenty fifth AFACT Meeting and EDICOM 2007 wéreld from 6 to 10 August 2007 in
Bangkok, Thailand. The event was hosted by thé Mivastry of Information and Communication
Technology and participated by more than one huhelxeerts from ten member economies as well
as two associate members. The event was compbStelesing Committee meeting on 6 August
2007. Joint Working Group meetings on 7 AugustRlethary meeting on 8 August 2007, followed
by eAsia Award on 9 August 2007 and EDICOM 2007femence on 10 August 2007.

4, The twenty fifth AFACT Plenary, held on 8 August0Z0 started with the welcome and
opening remarks made by 2007 AFACT chair, Ms. Afegarn Siriwan of Thailand. In the
Meeting, the following decisions were made:

@) The Plenary noted that AFACT membership maneizil8 member countries and
economies and two associate members as of 20@&/PI€hary also noted that the Islamic Republic
of Iran would host AFACT meeting in 2012;

(b) The Plenary engaged in extensive discussidmoanto re-vitalize the activities of
Joint Working Groups in line with the developmehtAdACT Roadmap, which is to used as a
guide for AFACT activities in the term of futurevé years;

(c) The Plenary agreed to select single window, Dbis and e-Government
Interoperability Framework as strategic work iteimsthe period of 2007-2008;

(d) The Plenary noted the action of AFACT Stee@oagnmittee to propose the eBusiness
Asia Committee to transition to AFACT for increagisynergy in regional effort;

(e) The Plenary noted the activities of Joint WogkiGroups (JWGSs) as well as the
efforts made by its members;

) The Republic of Korea will host the 26th AFAGIeeting and EDICOM 2008. The
2008 AFACT Steering Committee Mid-term meetingébiexduled on 1 and 2 May 2008 in Jeju
Island, and the AFACT annual meeting and EDICOM&#&@ scheduled on 13-16 October 2008 in
Seoul;

(9) The27thAFACT Meeting and EDICOM 2009 will be hosted by iah 2009.

5. The third eAsia Award ceremony was held on 9 Aug087 with the final round evaluation
in the four areas trade facilitation, eBusinegt@public sector, eBusiness in the private sextdr
bridging the Digital Divide. As a result of evatign, 10 best practice projects won the award and
an honorary award was given to Mr. T. A. Khan afi#nin recognition of his long-time contribution
to regional development and AFACT.

6. The annual EDICOM conference was held on 10 Aug06¥ under the theme of “Single
Window — Common Standards and Interoperability.boAt one hundred domestic and regional
experts participated in the Conference. The Cenfa¥ covered issues related to implementing
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single window such as national single window impetation cases, data harmonization, UNeDoc,
etc.

7. The 28" AFACT Steering Committee Mid-term Meeting was hetd1-2 May 2008 in Jeju
Island, Republic of Korea. The Meeting approvetittembership application of Saudi Arabia to be
the nineteenth member of AFACT. The Meeting extastg reviewed the development of AFACT
Roadmap and took a series of resolutions to fatélithe implementation of some work items in the
Roadmap.

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF OTHER BODIESIN THE REGION

eBusiness Asia Committee (eAC)

8. The eAC is a regional body to promote the im@etation of eBusiness standards and
technologies in the region, especially (ebXML). Tammittee is composed of a Plenary and two
task groups (Core Component and Interoperabilitite Committee held its seventeenth Meeting on
6-7 August 2007 in Bangkok, in conjunction with ttveenty-fifth annual AFACT Meeting
eighteenth Meeting on 3-5 December 2007 in Wuh&maCand nineteenth Meeting on

1-2 May 2008 in Jeju Island, Republic of Korea anjtinction with the 26th AFACT Steering
Committee Mid-term Meeting. Inthe 17th Meetingcle received an offer of transition to AFACT
from the AFACT Steering Committee and accepteabtfer to be a special committee of AFACT in
its 19th Meeting.

9. The Interoperability Task Group (ITG) is working ebMS version 3.0 issues, action plan
for Web Services Reliability test and ebMS 2.0roperability testing. The ITG is scheduled to
conduct the ebMS 2.0 online interoperability tegt@gainst several ebMS 2.0 solutions of Asian
vendors in the period of June and July 2008. Thee @omponent Task Group (CCTG) kept
working on the development and maintenance of eA Component Library.

Pan Asian eCommerce Alliance (PAA)

10. PAA is an industry led alliance aimed at emaplsecure and reliable cross-border
transmission of trade and logistic related docuse®AA was established in July 2000 by three
member economies of the Asian region. There anertly nine member organizations from
regional economies, which include the China Inteomal Electronic Commerce Centre (CIECC),
TradeVan of Chinese Taipei, TradeLink of Hong Kotigg Trade Electronic Data Interchange
(TEDI) of Japan, KTNET, an electronic trade senaoel solution provider in Korea, TedMev of
Macau, DagangNet of Malaysia, CrimsonLogic of Spaga and CAT Telecom of Thailand. PAA
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continues its regular meetings and projects thange trade documents among members, which
include:

(@ Electronic Certificate of Origin (ECO) betwethie Republic of Korea and Chinese
Taipei,
(b) Air Way Bill among Chinese Taipei, Hong Kongdaihe Republic of Korea, and
four commercial documents (purchase order, commlerdnvoice, packing list and
advancedshipment notice) in textile industry betwideng Kong and Chinese Taipei.

IV. THEDEVELOPMENT OF INTER-REGIONAL BODIES

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)

11. In APEC, there are two fora that have direletvance to the work of UN/CEFACT. One is
the Electronic Commerce Steering Group (ECSG), wdeals with issues on electronic commerce.
The other is the Sub-Committee on Customs Proee(®E€CP), which is located under the
Committee on Trade and Investment (CTI). Under ECB&e is a Paperless Trading Subgroup.
The UN/CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia participatedhe 6th and 17th APEC ECSG meetings on
behalf of UN/CEFACT as an official guest, which vgaanted by APEC to UN/CEFACT in the 13th
ECSG meeting in February 2006.he 16th ECSG Meeting was held in June 2007 innSair

Australia. The 17th ECSG meeting was also hekkioruary 2008 in Liman 2007, APEC ECSG
launched three paperless trading related proje&BEC e-Invoicing framework, APEC-UN Joint
Symposium on Paperless Trading and APEC data hazatam. All of these three projects are
being implemented in 2008.

12. The Sub-Committee on Customs Procedure (SCiidjed a Single Window Initiative and
formed a Single Window Working Group (SWWG). The 88 successfully developed strategic
plan and development report on APEC single windodune 2007. Based on the result of initial
one year work, the SCCP decided to continue theittes of SWWG to produce more deliverables
with limited term.

13.  The APEC-UN Joint Capacity Building Symposiumder the auspices of APEC ECSG and
UN/CEFACT, was held on May 26-28 2008 in Seoul.thitensive three-day interaction among
the participants, the Symposium drew conclusionaguded to several recommendations. Some of
the Symposium recommendations relevant to UN/CEF&CIUides recommendation on the use of
the UN/CEFACT Core Component Library as the fouimetl data standard for cross-border
paperless trading and UN/CEFACT’ consideration ezfuest for developing recommendations
related to the Single Window.
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V. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

14.  The region continues strong commitment to thelementation of paperless trading and
electronic business as demonstrated by the efidtach regional bodies as APEC, ASEAN and
AFACT. UN/CEFACT needs to continue its engagemngtit regional bodies in the Asia and the
Pacific to coordinate regional inputs with its deygnent and delivery of global instruments.



