Notes from 16th Intersecretariat Working Group on Forest Sector Statistics

February 27-28, 2003

Room A.302, Palais des Nations, Geneva

Present:  Steve Johnson (ITTO); Alex McCusker, Ed Pepke, Kit Prins (ECE); Felice Padovani (FAO); Mika Mustonen, Yves Zanatta (EU-DG Eurostat); Kenneth Elmgren (EU-DG Enterprise); Miroslav Gecovic (Chairman of FAO/ECE Working Party); Kari Kangas (UNFF).

Italicised items are decisions that need work before next IWG.  A list of these has been compiled in annex 1.

1.  Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted with the addition of a point on presentation of UNFF activities and the role of the IWG.  The principal purpose of the meeting was to review the JQ2002 process and the plans for 2003, in particular the HS2002 classification.  Mr. Padovani was proposed and accepted as chairman of the meeting.

2.  UN Forum on Forests

The UNFF representative explained the overall program and the upcoming meeting in Geneva (UNFF3).  The members of the IWG explained the function of the IWG and emphasized the critical role of the country correspondents.

3.  JQ2002 Review

Number and quality of replies:

The ECE had approximately the same number of replies compared to JQ2001.  40 for JQ1, 36 for JQ2 (including EU/EFTA), 18 replies to ECE1 and 20 for SP1 (not counting EU/EFTA).  The quality seemed the same as JQ2001.

Eurostat received 16/19 replies (Belgium, Greece, Luxembourg).  Provided 850 estimated data points for 2001 and 933 for 2000.

ITTO received 50/56 replies.  Data quality was normal.

FAO had about 60% of its countries reply.  This compares favourably with previous years and quality also seems to be improving.

Successes and Problems:

Data exchanges occurred on time but data validation was not as efficient or complete as it could be.

FAO discussed the good impact from the three workshops held in 2002 (Peru, Thailand, Australia) and urged other IWG members to organize such workshops for country correspondents.

The ECE and Eurostat requested FAO to provide data queries in an Excel or database oriented format, enabling queries to be passed to countries more easily.  A priority should be attached to these queries to permit correspondents to focus on most important problems.

ECE explained the current situation with North American coniferous sawnwood data (being converted to actual m3 by ECE estimates).  IWG expressed importance of making such estimates clear in data sets and publications.

Eurostat regretted that the lack of time and other issues during the meeting had limited the discussion of validation and data exchange for 2003.

ECE to send SP1 data that have been collected to FAO

ITTO was concerned that not all data changes and updates were being transferred to them correctly.  ECE and Eurostat agreed to send raw replies and e-mails as received after initial data transfer. Eurostat pointed out that queries to them should be based on validated data delivered by Eurostat.

4.  Plans for JQ2003

Questionnaire

· ECE will send its changes in French and Spanish version of JQ2003 to ITTO for addition of their changes and forwarding to FAO.

· EU to provide revised EU2 to FAO

· Arrange ECE1 and EU3 codes in same structure as ITTO2, including JQ codes only when these correspond exactly to JQ items.

· Add note to cover letter and DOT1/2 to "please do not modify questionnaire, do not add or delete rows"

· Change currency bracketed statement to lower size font

A preliminary JQ2/SP1 correspondence list with HS2002 was drawn up.  This will be included in JQ mailings this year. A large number of "ex" items were created in paper products.  It was considered of crucial importance to reduce this in order to simplify task of correspondents and improve data reliability. ITTO will send copy of disks of HS96 and HS2002 to IWG partners.

ITTO will forward a few paragraphs for inclusion in JQ2003 cover letters to tackle the problems in tropical timber. 

ECE and EU would like to see data aggregation methodology and explanations expressed directly in JQ.

Deadlines

A slightly revised table of deadlines was discussed and agreed upon.

	Agency
	ECE / Eurostat
	ITTO / FAO

	Dispatch deadline
	March 30
	April 30

	External deadline
	May 15
	August 31

	Internal deadline (last day for new data additions)
	June 15 / Oct 15
	Sep 30 / Nov 20

	Basic validation
	To June 15 (as received)
	To Sep 30 (as received)

	Analytical validation (last day for data corrections)
	June 30 / Oct 15
	Oct 30 / Nov 30

	FAOSTAT upload
	June 30
	December 30

	2nd data delivery of validated data to FAO/ITTO
	Oct 15
	


Original data will be forwarded as received to ITTO (other organizations preferred only to see the processed data).  Particular attention should be paid to data arriving after a particular organization’s cut-off date, as these data may still be useful to other organizations.  ITTO underlined that data should be sent as received (or at least monthly) rather than waiting until the end of September.  FAO will accept new data until November 20 with the following 10 days dedicated to data aggregations and refining analytical validations at the country / region level.  

Difficulties with the various deadlines and varying available time for queries were highlighted as problems. 

ECE will send EU1 and 2 questionnaires (clearly labelled "samples") to candidate countries later this year.

5.  Other Business

SP1

· Should we drop questionnaire (trade is available elsewhere)

· If we keep, should we add production value

ITTO comparison of SP1 replies with Comtrade showed that the data were mostly fine.  In some cases countries had provided information on SP1 that was not available from Comtrade.  On item 11.4 countries seemed to be including non-wooden furniture. 

Conclusion was to leave as is for the time being.  We should investigate the question of including value of production.  ECE will provide a definition of value of production, each organization will check with a representative sample of its countries to determine if they can supply such information.  We would evaluate at a subsequent meeting whether there was enough data availability for this.

Status and Implementation of EFI study

Eurostat asked EU/EFTA countries for conversion coefficients used.  They received 12 replies and will produce a compiled list (although this appears to be highly complex).  The EFI study has been summarized and distributed.  Meetings are planned with Comext group to correct loopholes in data shown by EFI.  Follow-up report will be made by Eurostat at next meeting.
Virtual questionnaire improvements and trials

FAO reported that the questionnaire could now be accessed by questionnaire part and by JQ code.  The Philippines, Australia and New Zealand had participated in data trials.  FAO hoped to migrate to an improved server. Follow-up report will be made by FAO at next meeting.
EU3

A number of issues were raised concerning the initial trial questionnaire on separating log and pulpwood trade using the EU's Combined Nomenclature.  This will be prepared over the next month and tested with the countries.  Several different questionnaire structures were reviewed.  Efforts would be made to minimize any duplication between ECE1 and EU3. Follow-up report will be made by Eurostat at next meeting.
Discussion of agenda item 4.e (DG Enterprise proposals for JQ, see annex 2)

Most items were seen as too complicated, available elsewhere in some form or not appropriate for the recipients of the questionnaire.  The IWG expressed reluctance to request more-detailed data as countries already had difficulty replying to current level of detail.  Items available at 6-digit HS level could be considered.  The current deadlines seemed appropriate and achievable, earlier deadlines difficult and bound to raise problems with correspondents.

Two items of interest were the topics on wood recycling and industrial fuelwood.  On recycling FAO suggested reviewing the Asia study it had produced.  DG Enterprise was requested to produce a more detailed proposal on including recycling in the JQ for next meeting. The discussion on industrial fuelwood use in the context of a renewable energy supply showed that interest was high for understanding use by industry and households and determining the end use of removals.  The IEA questionnaire on wood waste/solid waste was seen as useful but suffered from problems of lack of source of energy, weak original data and no conversion coefficients between TJ and trees in the forest (m3).  It could be used to work back from TJ to wood supply.  ECE will review existing sources of this information.
6.  Meetings of Interest to IWG

Joint FAO/ECE Working Party (Geneva, February 2003)

ECE said the Working Party had expressed its strong support for the activities of the IWG.  The Working Party expressed a desire for the IWG to act as a focal point to avoid duplication of forest data and to identify upcoming issues that might affect forest sector statistics.  The Working Party wished the IWG to keep abreast of activities by other organizations.

Eurostat Working Party (Luxembourg, November 2002) and meeting of EU inter-service group on forestry

Accepted legitimacy of Eurostat estimates, expressed appreciation for IWG and desire for notes of IWG meeting to be available.

Taskforce on Harmonizing and Streamlining Forest Related Reporting (Cambridge, February 2003)

ITTO explained that this second meeting (first was in Bonn, 2002) had agreed that information on forest products to come from JFSQ.  Will focus on forest management and status as well as compliance with current conventions.  Currently balanced between organizations (UNFF, ITTO, FAO) and conventions (UNFCCC, CBD, UNCCD).  Chaired by Michael Martin representing FAO.

FAO/ITTO workshops

Workshops: Bangkok, May 2002 (16 participants); Peru, August 2002, (30); Canberra, December 2002, (13).  Underlined correspondents' responsibility and statistical procedures.

Non-wood forest products group (December 2002) proposed to review collecting data on bamboo.

ITTO Council Session (Bali, May 2002)

INBAR proposal on improving bamboo statistics was approved for sponsorship to other donors. 

Global Criteria and Indicators Meeting (Guatamala, February 2003).  140 participants agreed on common thematic areas of SFM incorporating criteria common to all C&I processes.

Future meetings

· CPF, Rome, March 9

· COFO and FRA Advisory Group, Rome, March 10-12

· UN Statistical Commission New York, March

· CIS meeting of statistical correspondents, June

· Eurostat 25th Working Party, November

Next meeting of IWG

It was proposed that the next meeting of the IWG should be wholly devoted to a review of the JQ definitions and their correspondence with the HS definitions.  Organizations representing the paper industry should be invited to participate in order to have the best understanding possible of current practices.

Additional agenda items proposed for a subsequent meeting were:

· Reasons for adding breakdown of veneer and plywood in DOT

· How to combine EU3, ECE1 and ITTO2

· Data sources for information on fuelwood

Annex 1 – List of decisions (sorted by organization) requiring further action

	Item
	Mtg
	Responsible
	Action to take
	Deadline

	1
	15th
	All
	Verify part of HS/SITC definitions with JQ
	Next IWG mtg

	2
	16th
	DG Enterprise
	Produce a more detailed proposal on including recycling in the JQ for next meeting.
	Next IWG mtg

	3
	16th 
	ECE
	Review existing sources of fuelwood information and distribute to IWG.
	September 2003

	4
	16th
	ECE/all
	Provide a definition of value of production, each organization will check with a representative sample of its countries to determine if they can supply such information.
	September 2003

	5
	15th
	ECE/Eurostat
	Quantify needs and identify projects to get resources
	

	6
	16th 
	ECE/Eurostat
	Send EU1 and 2 questionnaires (clearly labelled "samples") to candidate countries
	September 2003

	7
	15th
	Eurostat
	Analyze national conversion factors listed in EFI study and compare to FAO standard
	Next IWG mtg

	8 
	15th
	FAO
	Harmonize conversion factor sheet with JQ products
	March 2003

	9
	15th 
	ITTO
	Provide more information on need for C/NC breakdown on DOT.
	Next IWG mtg

	10
	16th 
	ITTO
	Send copy of disks of HS96 and HS2002 to IWG partners
	June 2003


Annex 2 - EU DG Enterprise requests proposed at meeting

1) Log/pulpwood split to be introduced in all appropriate locations

2) Eucalyptus trade and production separately

3) Removal/production of industrial fuelwood as new element

4) CN chapter 48 revision to be reflected in the forms

5) Include EU forms in data collection from accession countries

6) Recovered paper to be split into

· Mixed grades

· Corrugated & kraft

· Newspapers & magazines

· High grades

7) Collection rate of recovered paper included as new item

8) SP1 to be expanded into production figures

9) Split sulphate pulp into soft- and hardwood, bleached and unbleached

10) Split coated graphic papers into mechanical and woodfree

11) Employment figures included as new item

12) More timely deadlines to achieve earlier publication

13) Fellings and removals should be recorded in EU2

14) Production capacity utilization rates

15) Apparent consumption data

16) Recycling of wood
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