INTERSECRETERIAT WORKING GROUP ON 

FOREST SECTOR STATISTICS (IWG)

Minutes Of 14th Meeting
18 October 2001  9.30 – 16.00

Eurostat / Batiment Bech

Present: Alex McCusker (ECE), Steven Johnson (ITTO), Felice Padovani (FAO), Philip Wardle (EFI), Jo van Brusselen (EFI), Yves Zanatta (Eurostat), Angelo Mariano (Eurostat), Mika Mustonen (Eurostat)

1. Adoption of Agenda

The agenda was agreed with a comment that points to be stressed are those concerning finalising of this year. The aim of the meeting was to review the different phases of the 2001 Joint Questionnaire accomplished by the various institutions since last meeting hold in Rome in February 2001 as well as to finalize procedures used in validating the results of 2001 Joint Questionnaire.

2. Review of the agencies

Eurostat sent the JQ data to ECE in June. After that, the work has been delayed because of lack of resources. Eero Mikkola left in June 2001, Markus Engels in the end of last year. Angelo Mariano and Mika Mustonen have started this autumn.

· No answers to JQ from Luxembourg, Portugal.

UN-ECE has this year got better answers (38) to JQ1 & 2 than the year before (35). 

· A prereminder was sent 2 weeks before deadline.

· The coverage of the data on JQ1 and 2 has been relatively good .

· Results have been available on UN-ECE website, FAO website and Timber Bulletin (Forest Products Annual Market Review).

· Resources have been pretty good in ECE.

· Special project: 10 years data package for 35 countries, requesting them to verify time series and complete data. December 1st deadline to reply.

In ITTO although resources are scarce, the statistical assistant (Ms. Masaki 

Miyake) who began work in 2000 is helping to streamline data processing.
· FAOSTAT upload 31.10 may not be reached.

· Problems with some important countries (Indonesia, Brazil). Many replies ‘as usual’, some duplicate answers.

· Responses to the tropical portion of the JQ by many EU/ECE countries continue to be poor, for example:

– Non-tropical wood miscoded into tropical categories and vice-versa

– Lack of responses to ITTO2 despite increasing importance of species trade data

– Substantial problems matching data from TCQ (ECE Timber Committee

   forecast questionnaires) with JQ data.  Seems to be due to more substantial

   breakdown on TCQ of roundwood trade and lack of total Industrial Roundwood 

   trade in TCQ.

FAO reported on:

· the release 21st of August of FAOSTAT on Internet of Preliminary 2000 Data for selected countries and products.

· the release of the new edition FAOSTAT/CD. A copy was to each organization. 

· the expansion of the FAOSTAT database with the secondary wood products in line with the JQ covering the period 1995-2000.

· the workshop on forest product statistics, the 21-25 of May in Guatemala attended by 17 Latin America countries.

· revision of the complete series of wood fuel production figures back to 1960, based on a new model of wood fuel consumption in countries that is believed to produce more reliable estimates.(Country data and supporting literature will be made available to the three organizations).

· coming improvements of the new release of the Virtual Questionnaire (inclusion of JQ coding, addition of multi-countries upload function, accessing the working system by separated views).
· planned workshop on forest product statistics, in May 2002 in Thailand with the attendance of 13  ACP countries in the Asia Region.
3. Report on the “Improvement of Statistical Information System on Forestry Sector in EU” by EFI

Jo van Brusselen presented the report focusing on the national sources and production of JQ data and the collection of the data. Philip Wardle presented a broad outline of the main proposals:

1. Information strategy

2. Validation


3. Unification of trade statistics

4. Classifications and definitions 

Main points of discussion on the proposals were

· The aim of having common aggregates was agreed.

· A cleaning process of COMEXT trade data should be done. There are outliers    destroying the data.

· Checking and unification of definitions/classifications must be done, both with HS and in between the questionnaires, as well as publications (see also point 7).

The report will come out according to the Eurostat rules by the end of December and it will be delivered to the group members. In the next meeting of IWG, there will be a follow up of the implementation of proposals.  EFI can present this report at other fora, such as ITTO or TC/EFC Working Party on Forest Economics and Statistics (WPFES). 

4. Revision of the questionnaire 2001

Next year, only minor corrections will be done to the questionnaire. Revisions will be handled in the next meeting of the group. Specific points mentioned include

· Item 1 to drop HS 4403.10

· Item 11.4 SITC definition wrong

· Item 10.3.4 or 11.6 should have HS 48.07

· Removal of hidden rows and columns within data area

5. Sharing of data

· The group agreed on the calendar of procedures year made in March 2001. There was one remark to the calendar: All new data received by ECE & Eurostat after June 20 will be forwarded by  September 30. 

· Eurostat will send JQs received after the end of June 2001 and not put on the Circa to other partners immediately.

· This year, the corrections to FAO should be completed by 20 November along with those from the ITTO. All new JQ replies to FAO should be sent by the same date.

· A timetable for FAO corrections was agreed with our partners for the month of November in order to finalize this year FAO Statistical Information Cycle with the release of the data on WWW by the end of November and the preparation of the Products tables and the Direction of Trade Tables by the 15 of December for the publication of the Yearbook of Forest products in January 2002 by FAO. It include the following actions with: 

· ECE/EUROSTAT: by the 31 of October all the new returns and all data revisions from ECE/EUROSTAT members countries should be loaded via the virtual questionnaire to the FAO working system 

· ITTO: after the 5th of November will test data uploading via the Virtual Questionnaire from ITTO for selected countries and products.

· For this year, the Direction of Trade data (DOT1 and DOT2) from COMEXT will not be provided by EUROSTAT to ECE/FAO/ITTO. It was agreed that FAO will use COMTRADE database for ECE/EUROSTAT member countries.

· For the period of 6 – 30 November, FAO will carry out the analytical validation and send any discrepancies/anomalies to the partners that will require clarification from their respective country correspondents. The period 21 – 30 of November will be dedicated to data aggregations and refining analytical validations at regional/country levels. ITTO will validate wood products from producers and consumers ITTO member countries of tropical origin only.

6. Demand of data by DG Enterprise

The group considered the paper. Yves Zanatta will answer DG Enterprise. 

7. Any other business 

· Before we take new products in the questionnaire, their availability must be checked carefully and world-wide, as well as compatibility with trade data classifications.

· It was unanimously agreed to use the IMF exchange rates for converting National currency to US$ as in the past. Eurostat will use them to convert European currencies before sending them to Geneva. Alex McCusker will provide the right source of data.

· EU will forward 10-year data sheet from ECE with own cover letter to EU/EFTA countries, after hearing the feedback of ECE’s corresponding project.

· File format for data exchange between Eurostat and ECE will be CSV, with fields JQ code, country code, Year, Flow, Unit, Data Value, Status/Note

· JQ Code is 1 for roundwood, 1.1. for fuelwood etc.
· The UN country codes will be used for data exchange

· Flow is P for production, M for imports, X for Exports

· Unit is 1000 m3, 1000 mt and 1000 US$

· Validation status codes used by ECE were presented and they will be discussed by e-mail.

· In addition to FAOSTAT codes the UN country codes will be added and embedded in DOT1 and DOT2 for facilitating data exchange with other data sources like COMTRADE.
· The future of the SP1 questionnaire has to be discussed. ITTO finds it less useful than COMTRADE.

· During the meeting, also the following points emerged for actions to be taken by the IWGFS in the near future:

· Alignment of the terms used with JQ with HS

· The same terms and definitions adopted by the 4 organizations should be used in their respective publications
· The group considered other areas for IWG to work in and concluded that we would do so if invited/instructed to do so by relevant organizations.
· Next meeting will be either in Rome in February (2 days) or in Geneva on March 8, following the WPFES meeting of March 4-7 (1 day). The time for the meeting will be decided by e-mail.

